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!a:NTRY NUMBER DATE 

(Type all entries - comp ete applicable sections) 

~NAME 
.. . .. 

. , .. .. 
COMMON : 

. .\~h t.n-,n 
ANDI OR HISTORIC! 

HiS:?:hland ----
2, LOCATION .... •:: ··::,: -,::·. . ; .. -.~:(::· • ... ,•,• . . ... . ·.·.··· .. -:· .. ,•,•,•• --· .. . 

STREET ANC' NUMBER1 

/, -~ .. ' NU nr. ;u. ]('•'i • 8 ~·,11 . • SH o f intc::-~cction Rt. 53 • 
CITY OR TOWN, 

Sln:Qn ~'il::.iD i.,i:s( sc~'cnth D:'.. r ~ :::' ~Cl Con" r cs :::n:inn ] {1.i'ilC!) I·: cnncth Rob~.nson) 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY, I CODE 

'l j ;· - .,., i ,-, I ') i I f.. 1 hc:.-:1rlC' I 003 
~CLASSIFICATION 

.... 
. :._:\)'')( ':'- ·;"' · . .. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESS I BLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District E:;J Building D Public Publ ic Acquisition: [J Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure rn Private D In Process D Unoccupied G Restricted 

D Object D Both D Being Considered · 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

D Agricullurol D Government 0 Pork D Transportation 0 Comments 

D Commerciol D Industrial D Pri vale Residence OOther (Specify) 

D Educotional D Military D Relig i ous 

0 E nterto inment ~ Museum D Scientific 
. ... ... 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ·-t-.: ::;::... __ ._····./.:/ :::-: ·::/•'·:, :<: :, > .. . · .. 
OWNER•s NAME: 

<: 
\l . Johns ,~. ]-, , · 

'-'- J '1 
STREET AND NUMBER: c-~ ~..,. 

Lcc -Jc.c1:son Hcr:iorial, Inc., 11. 05 Ci t:.zcas Co,,:r:iom,·ca::. th Cen t er Build in ::, 
~t-'• 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE : CODE PJ 

Ch.:ir lot tcsv:Ll le Viri:;i.niu 
c; , .., ~ 

[r.JfLOcAT!ON OF ~-EGAL DESCRIP.TION 
.. . .·.··:·;:,.·=-· 

.f{ :r'. t : > ... ·.:: .. .:.::"': .:.:.-:, .·, .• •. :·. V •:• :<,)':::/:/'·.':'':• 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

> 
!ilbc~arl.c County Court House 
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STREET AND NUMBER: (1) 
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CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE , ... 
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16;· REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURV_EYS 

... 
:::·::· .... . \ ...... · •· 

.. ··:··,. 
,·.: 

TITLE OF SURVEY : 

' !1.: ~"':0~1~: C Ar.icr:l.can Bui.ldinr,s StlrVC" L ,vcntor,· 
DATE OF SURVEY: J.060 g Federal D State D County D Local 

OEPOSITORV FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 
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l,··DESCRiPTION]~O ::c~llent B Good D Fair Occ;:,::i~t::~d . O Ruins O Unupaud 

CONDITION -- -----:=·--:---------,,-------:-:=---::-:"--:--------I 
(Chock Ona) I (Check One) 

G Altered O Unaltered O Moved EJ Orlglnol Site 
DESCRIBE: THE;: PRl';.SENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known-=-J-F'--H-.,.-S-!C_A_l._A_P_P_E:_A,__R_A_N_C:_E: ________________ -4 

I. Gbucral Statement: 
A. J\rcbitcct11r.:i.l charo.ctcr: Anh L.:n-m :i.s nn example of a simple late .. 

ci2,htecnth-ce~1tury cottni:e with 1a:i.d-ninctccnth century additions to the 
west. 

B. Condition of the Fabric: Goo<l. 
II. Description of the E;:tcrior: 

A. O\•cr n 11 cl irncn s 1.ons : The aiginal part O f the hous c is thr cc bays lonr.;, 
Lhrcc bnya wide nnd one stor7 h!~h. It i3 joined to a mid-nineteenth centur: 
t.wo-ovcr-t;-10 central lwl l ocldJ tion by a short wide hall serving as a parlor, 
which rnny be a portion of the or iginul wi.ni::; of the house. There i.s a small 
shed <"J.ddition o_n the soutlmcst corner of the old section. The slope of 
the terrain crcatco an English bnr.cment on the couth side. 

B. Foundations: Brick. 
c. W;:i.11 construction: Cl.::ipboardo, painted white. The western four 

:t.ooms ,:ll: c of brick noggin covered with clapboard. 
D. Porches: The north porch on the original portion of the house has 

.:.1 r.;ablc roof nupported by two piers and two pilasters along .the wall of the 
house. A Ghcd roof covers a small two-story porch formed on the south side 
by the irregularities of the floor plan. A pedimented two-story portico 
cupportcd by n;odificd Tuscan columns is on the east facade of the addition. 
A balcony juts under the second floor doorway on this side. 

E. Chimneys: Two interior end chimneys with brick stacks are in the 
addition. A chirnncy is in the conncc ting parlor, ·with a central chimney in 
the original po;.·tion of the house. A large brick chimnc:,r rises above the 
north doonmy in this portion. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The doon,ays on the north and south of the 

oldc.:- portion have molded trim. Six-paneled doors open into the house. The 
first and ::.econd floor cast doorways in the facade of the addition have 
three-paned transor.is, three-paned sidelights and molded trim. The doors are 
four-p,:meled. 

2. Hindows: The windovs in the addition have molded trim. These 
wooden double-hung ,-,indows have si1:~ovcr-::iix sashes. In the older section 
some of the windows have a molded trim, while others have plain trim. -The 
sash in the wooden double-hung windows varys from different ·sizes of four
ovcr-four to si;,-ovcr-six to nine-over-nine. The ,1:7:dows have shutters. 

G. . Roof: A gable roof with a shed extension to 
the ::;Ot!th j_s covered ui th tin. The conncc ting passage-parlor and the cotta~ c 
::;cction sh.:i.rc the same ridge line, although the slope differs. The additlor 
to the c.:::tst has a gable roof. 

II. Description of the Interior: 
A. Floor plan: The eastern addition hns a tuo-ovcr-two central hall 

p1.nn. A wi.dc roor.i or passage serving as a parlor connects this to the four 
roqm square cottage. These four rooms arc divided by narrow passage ,·m:,:s. 
The small southwest addition provides more hall space. 

n. Stairway: A narrow enclosed single-run ntair ascends in the Gouth 
pas sa3mm:r. 

C. Doon-rays and doors: The doon·,ays have architrave trim and four
panelled doors. 

D. Trim: A chair rail ~-,ith a simple molding at the top and a bauc
board with a molding at the top arc found in some of the rooms. In other 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

7. rooma, tl1crc le onl~ a plain baocboard. 

STATE 

COUNTY 

Albcr:1aJ:lc 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

, 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

E. Ilcntinc: Thc;~c arc fircpJ.ncoo in every room in the old occtlon of 
the houoc ,·11th mantels ranginr; fror.i oimplc to elaborate ntylcn. The more 
c~.::.::-0,:nLr i.ncJ.uclc ounburotn and reeded cnr;ngcd columno, or a wide nioldcd 
cn:.·nicc ,:.~L1l a plnin frieze and pi.lnotcro. The simplest a.re rnntlc up of a 
p~aj.n c~1clf, frieze an<l pilaotcrs. 

IV. Site: 
A. General setting: The front of the old section of Ash La1-rn faces 

north tm:ard Monticello 1,hich i.o vioible from its porch. The addition 
facade faces enot with a long rm, of bo:nmod leading from it to the r.,arble 
ata.tutc oI Nonroe. The caotcrn entrance is dominated by t.hio boxwood. 
Many other patlrn arc l.i.ned wi.th huge bo,n·rood and 11ddition11l box provide a 
frame for the ntatutc by Pl.cciri.lli. 

B. Outbuildini;s: A complex of three outbuildl.ni;s stands south of the 
houoe including a gablc:-roofcd ice house, a g11ble-ro6fcd cabin with an 
exterior end brick chimney, and a smokehouse with a pyramidal roof. 
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SIGNIFICANCE .... -
PERIOD (Chocl< Onn o, More a11 App,oprlato) 

0 Pre•Coh,mblon I 0 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century 

SIOECIFIC OATElsl (lfAppllcahle and Known) 1709 
AFIEAS OF S.IGNIFlCA,NCE (CPleel< One Ot Ma, .. flll Appropriate) 

Abor lglnal O Education 

D Preh! 1lorlc 

0 Hluorle 

D Agrlculture 

D Architecture 

D Art 

D Commerc• 

D Communications 

D Con1ervallon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Engln,.11rlng 

D lndu1try 

D Invention 

D Londscape 

Architecture 

D Literature 

D Military 

D Music 

. . . . 

. •· . 

El 18th Century 

El 19th C•n tury 

0 Politicol 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

D Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Sociol/Human

llarlan 

O Theater 

0 Tran1pc,rlotian 

. 

D 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

i'.:) Otl,,., (Sp.,clfy) 

his l:.ory 

Ash Lown in Alber.1.:irle County was one of the hor:1cs mmcd by Jnr:ics Monroe, 
thrice governor of Vir~ini.:1, Minister to France and England, Secretary of 
State ond of Har, and Prcniden'.: of the United States from 1817 to 1825. 
Honroe bour;ht the prope';.'.'ty in the late eighteen.th century to be near his 
friends Thom.:is Jcfferaon, James 1'!.:ldioon, and William Short, .::i.nd m.:idc i.t his 
home for a number of years. Monroe called this property Highland or The 
Hi.chlnnds, nnd termed the house there his 11 cnbin castle. 11 Monroe 1:cqucsted 
a design for a house from Jefferson at several different ti.mes and Jefferson 
promi3cd to supply one. It is not definitely knmm, !1owcvcr, if Jeff er son 
contributed to the <lcsign of Highland. 

The house, the western section of the present structure, was finished 
in 1'199, and insured l"lith the :Mutual Assurance Company in 1800. This house 
served a.s l:lonroe ts home between many absences incurred b:,· his travels abroad 
a.nd his duties to hio state and country. Although Monroe retained the 
Highland property until 1830, he was required to spend more time in Washingtr::m, 
and consequently spent moro of his free moments at his Loudon Coun~y estate, 
0,11: Hill. Even thour;h Monroe uas unable to spend as much time at Highland 
as he ,muld hnvc 1 i::ed, his property in Albemarle near his friends retn.i.ncd 
a special ncaning to him. 

}~onroc sold Highland to E.A. Goodwin for $18, 1/10 in 1830. The property 
was purchnscd later-by Joseph E. Massey. The eastern nection of the house 
,ms constructed about 1860. The pnsoagcway-pnrlor connecting the two oections 
of the house is probably an original wing of the Nonroe house. Jay W. Johns 
purchaocd the property from the lfas::;cy heirs in 1930. Ash Lmm is presently 
an historic house museum administered by the Lee-Jackson Memorial, Inc. 
of which Johns is the founder and the president. 

G.H. 
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hl<t, GEOGR~F'HfCA..~;DATA-•··_-- ---.-/ / }''[\:}:/:,> : : : .. ,,,... ""~""""'"" 
LATITUDE AND LONUITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY O bEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1---"""T----------.------------1 R OF LESS TM AN TEN ACRES 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

D•gree1 Minutes Seconds 
37 0 59 I 09. 

Degrees Minute, S•cond1 
73 0 27• !11" 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degre.a Minutes Secc,nds 
NW 
NE 

0 • O n 

3 / O 59 I 09 JI 78 0 27• oo .. 
SE 37 ° :.i3 I 35.. 78 0 27• oo .. 
~IA/ ') 7 Q r, Q • 35 • 78 0 ? 7• l,,. 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGIE OF NOMINATED PROPl:RTY: 200 _.,,..,-,,.., 
!LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

ST4TI!: CODE COUNTY COOE 

STATI::, CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STA Tia: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

' STATE: CODE COUNTY: COOi!;; 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Vi :·c; r.r: :'..:i Historic Loadm.:irks Commission Staff 1-----::;_-----------~--_;_=-----_;_:.....:..:...:.:..__.:....:;.::.::...:...--------r---------··-
ORGANI ZA TION IDATE 

Viri;i.nia Historic Lundr:iarks Corrmi:;sion Deccr.iber, 1972 
ST!lEET ANO NUMSE!l: 

:l;oo:-:i lPfi Ninth Street State Office Buildinr; 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na· 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.aw 

89..665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State ~ Local 0 

Name ~!Jli.iftr}.L.J~~,}~'!~~~~ 
J J .'. Fishburne, Di rec tor 
Virginia Historic 

Title _L ... .,_, .. n,..,.,,d.,,.1T._,,..a...,r ... 1 ... ; ... s__,C...,o ... cra ........ i .. s ... r ... a .. i .. p ... n.._ _____ _ 

STATE CODE 

Vir~ini.:i Sl 

I hereby certify th11t this property i9 included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, 01/Jco of Archooloi1Y and Historic Prosotvatlon 

Date -------------------

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date-------------------
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type alt entries • attach to or enclose with map) 

I STATE 

Virg i_n.La 
COUNTY 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

O icc:.::o:::"':::"':.,oc.N:.c•_......,A.,_c"-J'-'1-"=~.....,-=---:-------------------------------l 
ANO/OR HISTORIC! 

J- 2, LOCATION 

V'I 

z 

w 
w 
VI• 

STREET ANO NUM BERi 

CITY OR TOWNt 

.c 
J. 

. ' 

t 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

S m"i. 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

S\1 of intersection wi.th Rt. 53. 

CODE 

Ale;;; rle 003 

-----·---- -- - - ----- - -------- --------------------- - --
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
STATE 

COUNTY 

Virginia 

Albemarle 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

V, 

z 
0 

(Type alt entries • attach to or enclose with photograph) 

COMMON: 

AN DIOR HISTORIC: 

ENTRY NUMBER 

1- ~i 1.0CATlON 
u 
::, 

0:: 

1-
V'I 

z 

w 
w 
V, 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

.I: me. Nil of Rt. 795, .8 mi. SW of inte.:section with Rt. ·53. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

S:ir,1con vicin:i.ty 
STATE: COUNTY: 

V.i1·r,.inta Albemarle 
3. PHOTO Re FERENCE 

PHOTO CREOI Tz Comrnlss:ion 
DATE OF PHOTO: 

EGATIVE FILED AT1 

View from the north. 

DATE 

CODE 

() 

GPO 921°737 



ASH LAWN 
latitude 

N\.137°59 109 11 
longitude 
78°27 141" 




