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[7- DESCRIPTION

{Chock One) .
{71 Excellent $] Goed {01 Fair [C} Deteriaroted [ Ruins 7] Unexposed
.
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[X Altered ] Unaltered ’ [ Moved (] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT KND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Buck Mountain Church stands in a shaded burying ground on the out-
skirts of the village of Earlysville in Albemarle County. The buff painted
frame building measures 50'2" X 26'3" and is set on a low rubble foundation.
As originally constructed in 1747 it measured 60°' X 30'. Despite the
reduction in size following its dismantlement, moving, and re-erection

around 1861, it is believed that most of the building's present roof trusses,
upright framing members, and hewn floor joists date from the original con-
struction, Some of the beaded clapboarding on the north side also may be
colonial. The building is covered by a gable roof with a simple cornice
that returns on the gable ends. This cornice probably dates from the
rebuilding. A double door on the north side has been boarded over, and the
church is now entered through double doors on the west and south sides.

Some of the trim around the west door may be original. The curious arrange-
ment of doors on the north and south sides has led to the speculation that
the cnurch was reversed in the rebuilding, and that the north door was the
original south door, with the present south doorway dating from the 1860's.

The church has three windows on either side, each containing
ecarly but not original six-over-six sash. A swall vestry has been added
to the present east end. - A nineteenth-century lattice-work bell tower
stands to the east of the vestry. C

The interior walls of the church are wainscoted. Plaster is
employed on the upper portions of the walls and on the flat ceiling. The
small cnancel has a semi-circular altar rail with balusters and simple
handrail. On each side of the altar is a door leading to the vestry. It
‘is possible that some of the wainscoting and floor boards are original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Buck Mountain Church is an architectural rarity for being one of two
remaining colonial Anglican churches in Virginia's Piedmont section. It
is also one of some half-dozen frame colonial churches in the State.  The
survival of this sternly simple edifice affords the opportunity of
approximating the general form of colonial churches erected in this region
of Virginia. As contrasted with the more substantial Tidewater churches,
with their fine brickwork and handsome interior appointments, the frontier
Piedmont churches such as Buck Mountain were quite austere and almost
always were o{ frame.

Buck Mountain Church was one of thyee frame churches built in
Fredericksville Parish soon after its formation in 1742, After the
Disestablishment, in the period 1801-1833, the church was used by non-
Episcopalians, chiefly Baptists. Owing to this fact, as well as to the
fact that the Lpiscopalians had no title to the church recorded at the
"Albemarle County Court House, the original parishioners had to repurchase
their own building when it was decided to re-establish the parish in 1833,

«

The church was dismantled and moved to its present site from its

miles west of the present location) in the 1860's.

former site was marked by two gravestones, but they
In 1930 the Colonial Dames erected a granite marker
just outside the present churchyard, The original
Fredericksville Parish’'s vestry book (1742 1787) is
Library in Richmond.
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original site on ''the road from Michie's Tavern to Earlysville"

that the building may have been re-oriented and reduced in size.
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- NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

STATE LIAISCN CFFICER CERTIFICATION -

As the designated State Liaison Gificer for the Na-
tional Bisloric Preservation Act of 1004 (PPublic Law
89-6635), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certily that it has heen
evalpated according to the criteria and procedures set
ferth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State Local [}

The recommended

National

.

J. Re L&lshburne, Director
Tite Va, Historic Landmarks Commission

AUG 151972
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I hereby certify that this property is inciuded in the

Nationa] Register.

Chicf, Qffice of Archeclogy and Historic Preservation

Date
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Kecper of The National Register
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