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1. Name 

historic Carrsbrook 

andlor common 

2. Location 

street & number Carrsbrook Subdivision; S t a t e  Route 1424 N / A  not for publication 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  X . . .  Seventh (J. Kenneth 
city, town - vlclnlty of congressional district Robinson) 

state Virg in ia  code 51 County Albemarle code 003 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public X occupied -agriculture - museum 
X building@) X private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure - both -work in progress - educational X private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment -religious 
- object - in process 2 yes: restricted -government - scientific 

-being considered - yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 
N /A - no - militarv -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name D r .  James McClellan 

street & number 313 Gloucester Road 

citv, town C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  N/A vicinitv of state Virginia  22901 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Albemarle County Courthouse 

N/A 
street & number 

city, town C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  state Virginia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (2)  (See Continuation 
Sheet #1) 

(1) His to r i c  American Buildings 
title Survey X has this property been determined eiegibie? -yes - no 

date 1939 _X federal -state -county - local 

deDositow for survev records Librarv of  Conaress 

city, town Washington state D. C .  



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent -deteriorated X unaltered original site 
2~ good - ruins - altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Carrsbrook was once p a r t  of a thousand-acre t r a c t  of land. Sited high on a b luf f ,  
the  house was provided with sweeping v i s t a s  of the Rivanna River Valley and Southwest 
Mountains. Although the farm was subdivided in to  one-acre l o t s  i n  1960, the  main house 
remains visual ly  separated from i ts  neighbors t o  the  ea s t  and west and maintains an open 
v i s t a  t o  the  r iver  val ley t o  the north. 

Palladian i n  form, the  long, f ive-part  house was constructed between 1780 and 1790. 
Built  on a foundation of coursed fieldstone,  the  frame s t ruc ture  is covered with beaded 
weatherboards, some of which a r e  or iginal .  The gable roofs or ig ina l ly  had wooden shingles 
but a r e  now covered i n  standing-seam sheet metal; a l l  a r e  outlined with heavy modillion- 
block, molded cornices. 

The proportions of the house, including i t s  ve r t i ca l i t y  and steep roof pitches,  i ts 
asymmetry, and the unique plan of the  i n t e r io r ,  prove Carrsbrook t o  be a provincial  in ter-  
preta t ion of the  five-part  plan popularized i n  Robert Morris's Select  Architecture (1757). 
The central  core of the  dwelling house i s  a projecting three-bay, 2%-story s t ruc ture  with 
an entrance i n  the center bay. The entrance facade (south) is  distinguished by a pedimented 
gable end, t he  tympanum composed of f lush boarding pierced by a lunet te .  The pediment is  
echoed i n  the  single-story dwarf por t ico,  supported by Doric columns, which she l t e r s  the 
paneled door of the main entrance. 

Flanking the cen t r a l  block a r e  1%-story, single-bay wings having pedimented ends 
l ighted by bull 's-eye windows. Each wing is connected t o  the  main block by a one-story, 
one-bay hyphen, the  bays serving a s  secondary entrances to the house. Old photographs 
show t h a t  single-story,  open porches with squared posts a t  one time extended across the 
hyphens and wings. 

An in t e r io r  r idge chimney r i s e s  above the main block, while ex te r ior  end chimneys 
of Flemish-bond brick a re  located on the rear  elevations of the wings. These chimneys 
a r e  p a r t i a l l y  covered by the single-story and 1%-story extensions added t o  the  wings i n  
1960. Only the north elevation of the  central  block is l e f t  exposed. Originally a porch 
protected its center-bay entrance. The s ingle  door with multi- l ight transom now opens 
onto a f lagstone terrace ornamented by a Chinese-lattice r a i l i ng .  A 6/6 double-hung sash 
window l i g h t s  the  a t t i c  space. 

Fenestration throughout the  or ig ina l  portion of the house consis ts  mainly of 9/9 
double-hung sash windows flanked by louvred shut te rs .  Some of the  sash and glass  appear 

- t o  be or iginal .  

The plan of Carrsbrook forms a "T" with a l a t e r a l  h a l l  a t  the  rear  of the  center 
section connecting the  two wings. Corresponding with a Mutual Assurance Society policy 
of 1812, the  main section measures 30' x 2 2 '  with 13%-foot covered "wings" joining the 
asymmetrical wings: the  ea s t  16' x 16' and the west 2 2 '  x 16 ' .  Although the house under- 
went an extensive res torat ion i n  1960, the  or ig ina l  rooms have besn l i t t l e  a l te red .  

Original cyma moldings, molded chair  r a i l s ,  wainscot, and deep baseboards decurate 
the  f i r s t - f l oo r  rooms. The heart-pine f loors  a s  well as  many of the or ig ina l  six-panel 
doors with box locks remain in t ac t .  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
- 1500-1599 - agriculture -economic~ -literature . . -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture X education - mllltary - social1 

X 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 

- 1800-1899 -commerce - exploration/settlement philosophy -theater 
- 1900- -communications - industry 1L politicsigovernment transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ca. 1780-1790 BuilderIArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Carrsbrook i n  Albemarle County i s  a provincia l  adapta t ion  of t h e  Pal ladian  f ive -pa r t  
house. Characterized by a c e n t r a l  pav i l ion  with perpendicular-set  wings connected by 
hyphens, t h e  design was introduced t o  Tidewater Virgin ia  i n  t h e  1760s through Robert 
Morris 's i n f l u e n t i a l  handbook S e l e c t  Archi tec ture  (1757). Along with Brandon i n  Pr ince  
George County and Bat tersea  i n  Petersburg,  Carrsbrook represen t s  a notable  departure from 
t h e  rec tangular  s t r u c t u r e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  V i r g i n i a ' s  e a r l y  Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Carrsbrook was b u i l t  between 1780 and 1790 f o r  Capt. Thomas Carr ,  a wealthy county p lanter  
and s o l d i e r  who i n h e r i t e d  t h e  land from h i s  f a t h e r ,  John Carr  of  Louisa County, i n  1778. 
From 1798 t o  1815 t h e  house served as t h e  res idence  and school of Thomas Je f fe r son ' s  ward 
and nephew, P e t e r  Carr,  with whom it is t r a d i t i o n a l l y  associa ted .  Because of Je f fe r son ' s  
c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  Carr family and h i s  f a m i l i a r i t y  with t h e  Morris handbook, it 
is  thought t h a t  Je f fe r son  may have influenced t h e  design of t h e  house, although i t s  pro- 
por t ions  s t r a y  too  f a r  from c l a s s i c a l  s tandards  t o  suggest  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Local t r a d i t i o n  maintains t h a t ' c a r r s b r o o k  "as .bu i l t  i n  1794 by P e t e r  Carr on land 
inher i t ed  from h i s  grandmother, Barbara Overton Carr ,  of Louisa. There is no evidence 
t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  claim, however. Barbara Overton Carr owned no property i n  Albemarle, 
and her  w i l l ,  proved i n  Louisa County on January 17,  1795, bequeathed on ly  small personal 
possessions to her  h e i r s . 1  During t h e  1790s u n t i l  a s  l a t e  a s  ~ u ~ u s t ~ l 7 9 6 ,  Pe te r  Carr 
l i v e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a t  Monticello and t h a t  summer took rooms i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  while 
Jef ferson was remodeling and enlarging  ont tic el lo.^ The e a r l i e s t  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Peter  
Carr t o  Jef ferson from Carrsbrook is dated May 7, 1 7 9 8 . ~  While Carr appears t o  have taken 
residence a t  Carrsbrook soon a f t e r  h i s  marriage t o  Hetty Smith Stevenson of Baltimore i n  
1797, the re levan t  county records  of  Albemarle, Goochland, Louisa, and Caroline, together  
with manuscript sources, support  t h e  conclusion t h a t  Carrsbrook w a s  b u i l t  be fo re  1790 
and no t  by Pe te r  C a r r .  

The land on which Carrsbrook is  s i t u a t e d  once formed p a r t  of a l a r g e r  t r a c t  cons i s t ing  ,. of severa l  thousand a c r e s  on both s i d e s  of the  South Fork of t h e  Rivanna River patented 
i n  1730 by Thomas Carr  of  Caroline.  Over t h e  next  seve ra l  yea r s  Carr  acquired t h r e e  
add i t iona l  t r a c t s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  h i s  o r i g i n a l  pa ten t ,  accumulating near ly  t en  thousand 
acres  i n  Albemarle County before h i s  death  i n  1737. Thomils C a r r ' s  w i l l  i s  no longer extant .  
but  a deed recorded i n  Louisa County i n  1750 ind ica tes  t h a t  h i s  son, John Carr ,  i nhe r i t ed  
t h e  Albemarle proper ty  i n  1 7 4 3 . ~  

A prominent c i t i z e n  of Louisa County who l i v e d  a t  "Bear Cas t le ,"  John Carr served a s  
one of  t h e  f i r s t  j u s t i c e s  of  Louisa when it was formed i n  1742 and l a t e r  a s  county s h e r i f f  
i n  1753. His f i r s t  wife  was t h e  mother of Thomas Carr ,  h i s  o l d e s t  son, born i n  1736. H i s  
second wife,  Barbara Overton Carr,  was t h e  mother of Dabney Carr ,  Thomas Je f fe r son ' s  good 
f r i end  and Peter  Carr ' s  f a t h e r ,  who died i n  1772. John C a r r ' s  w i l l ,  proved i n  1778, devised 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 



9. Major Bibliographical References (See Continuation Sheet #5) 

Albernarle County -- Deed Books 5, 6, 11, 20, 21. -- 
D i s t r i c t  Court Deed Book #1. --- 
Land Tax Books 1782-1825. --- 
Pa ten t  Books 13, 34, 15,  28. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  name C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  Eas t  7.5, Va. 

UMT References 

1712i311 i6 iO1 1 4 i 2  11 1910 13 i0 (  
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and justif ication Beginning a t  a po in t  on N s i d e  of VA 1423, a t  i n t e r s e c  
t i o n   with^ p r i v a t e  driveway, about 3200'  E of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of US 29 and VA 854; thence extending 
about 500' NE along E s i d e  of s a i d  d r i v e ;  thence continuing about 100' NE t o  420' contour; thence 
about 300'  SE along s a i d  contour; thence about 450'  SW t o  N s i d e  of VA 1424 (See cont inuat ion  VI she 

Lis t  a i l  s ta tes  and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N /A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conmission S t a f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date July 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

citv or town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 
X 
- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation~fficei'for th National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the tional Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

i 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the eri ge Conservation and Recreation Service. 

... 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature & , , . , .  . . . . ,  . , .  

I , 
H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Execu'tive Di rec to r  // MAV 7 n ?no0 

I title v i r g i i i a  Hi s to r i c  Landmarks ~ o n n n i s s i o ~  
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2 )  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967, 1978, 1981 S t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Virg in ia  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

The p r i n c i p a l  s t a i r ,  l oca ted  i n  t h e  h a l l  a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  main block,  is open s t r i n g  
with decora t ive  s c r o l l  brackets .  The s t a i r  makes a  q u a r t e r  t u r n  and has vase and column 
b a l u s t e r s  support ing a molded r a i l  terminated by square newels. A segmental-arched v a u l t  
added during r ecen t  yea r s  t o  support  t h e  s t a i r  provides access  t o  t h e  west wing. 

P ro jec t ing  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  h a l l  i s  t h e  p a r l o r ,  t h e  most formal room i n  t h e  house. The 
f o c a l  po in t  of t h e  room i s  t h e  Federa l - s ty l e  mantel i n  a  p ro jec t ing  chimney brea-st.  The mante 
has paneled p i l a s t e r s  below reeded endblocks and a c e n t r a l  reeded t a b l e t .  The molded she l f  
is t r e a t e d  with d e n t i l  blocks. Enci rc l ing  the  room is a molded cornice  a l s o  embellished with 
d e n t i l  blocks. Centered on the  south wal l  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  en t rance  door. 

The rooms of . the two wings a r e  s impl i f i ed  vers ions  of t h e  p a r l o r .  Both mantels a r e  
Federal i n  design;  t h e  e a s t  mantel i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by its Wall-of-Troy fretwork. Simple 
molded cornices  f u r t h e r  decora te  t h e  rooms. The west wing was a t  one time p a r t i t i o n e d  with 
a  six-foot-deep passage along i t s  south end. 

The upper rooms o f  t h e  main block and wings a r e  reached by separa te  s t a i r s  i n  t h e  r e a r  
add i t ions  and main h a l l .  Located i n  t h e  second-story c e n t r a l  s ec t ion  a r e  two chambers. 
The treatment  o f  t h e  cen te r  core  f r o n t  room i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  p a r l o r  below with t h e  excep- 
t i o n  o f  a  simple molded cornice .  Opening o f f  t h e  room i s  a small chamber with a  corner  
f i r e p l a c e ,  which may have served a s  a  nursery b u t  has  been converted i n t o  a  modern ba th .  
The s t a i r  continues t o  climb t o  t h e  a t t i c ;  however, rec tangular  b a l u s t e r s  s e t  on a diagonal 
replace  t h e  turned b a l u s t e r s  of t h e  first f l o o r .  The th i rd - f loo r  chamber is f in i shed  with 
a  simple Federal  mantel and molded c h a i r  r a i l .  Small chambers a r e  loca ted  above each wing. 
The 1960 renovation a l t e r e d  access  t o  these  second-floor rooms by incorpora t ing  t h e  s tairways 
i n  t h e  new a d d i t i o n s ,  which a l s o  house t h e  p resen t  ki tchen,  bedrooms, and var ious  s e r v i c e  
rooms. A gues t  co t t age ,  wel l  house, and garden house ca .  1960 have been incorporated i n t o  
a  formal boxwood garden. I n  c o n t r a s t  with t h i s  formal i ty  is t h e  sweeping f r o n t  yard with 
s c a t t e r e d  shade t r e e s  and c i r c u l a r  d r ive ,  a l l  bordered by a plank fence. 

MPM 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of fou r  ac res  which include t h e  house and surrounding 
grounds and c o n s t i t u t e  a l l  t h e  land remaining a p a r t  o f  t h e  Carrsbrook e s t a t e .  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

' t h e  Albemarle t r a c t s  t o  h i s  t h r e e  surviv ing sons, Thomas, Overton, and Garland. Thomas re- 
ceived t h e  l a r g e s t  por t ion ,  one thousand a c r e s  of which became t h e  t r a c t  on which he l a t e r  
b u i l t  Carrsbrook.5 

Thomas Carr had s e t t l e d  i n  Albemarle County two decades e a r l i e r  on land which he  a l s o  
received a s  a g i f t  from h i s  f a t h e r .  He made h i s  f i r s t  home j u s t  e a s t  of  t h e  p resen t  Carrs- 
brook, probably bui ld ing t h e  house which today forms t h e  nucleus of Glen Echo. Vestry records 
reveal  t h a t  he was among t h e  f i r s t  vestrymen of F reder i cksv i l l e  p a r i s h ,  serving from 1762 
u n t i l  1776. A ve teran  of  t h e  French and Indian War and a l o c a l  m i l i t i a  cap ta in ,  Carr  served 
i n  the  Revolution a s  a commissary agent ,  providing i n  1780 and 1781 t h e  "necessarys" of  beef ,  
bacon, and fodder t o  t h e  Virgin ia  t roops.= 

The f i r s t  Albemarle land t a x  book, 1782, records  t h e  t r a c t s  inhe r i t ed  by Thomas Carr and 
h i s  b ro the r s :  Carr ,  Capt. Thomas 2200 a c r e s ;  Carr ,  Garland 1874 ac res ;  and Carr,  Overton 
1874 ac res .  Capt. Thomas Car r ' s  property was taxed one-third higher than Garland C a r r ' s  and 
two-thirds higher than Overton's ,  i nd ica t ing  t h a t  h i s  improvements were more valuable than 
those of e i t h e r  of h i s  b ro the r s .  Since Thomas Car r ' s  personal property was a l s o  s u b s t a n t i a l  
i n  1782 (he was charged with twenty s laves ,  twenty-seven c a t t l e ,  and t e n  s l a v e s ) ,  one may 
i n f e r  t h a t  cons t ruct ion  of  Carrsbrook began j u s t  a s  t h e  Revolution ended. In  1790 Thomas 
Car r ' s  t a x  r a t e  doubled, while h i s  b r o t h e r s '  t a x  r a t e  remained unchanged. This change would 
ind ica te  completion of  t h e  house .7 

I n  1794 Thomas Carr and h i s  wife,  Lucy, so ld  Carrsbrook t o  Col. Wilson Cary Nicholas. 
An o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Revolution and magis t ra te  of Albemarle, Nicholas would l a t e r  serve t h e  
Commonwealth a s  Governor and U . S .  Senator.  The Carrsbrook property,  valued a t  3,500 pounds 
s t e r l i n g ,  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  the  deed a s  "...whereon s a i d  Thomas Carr now  reside^."^ Nicholas's 
reasons f o r  purchasing t h e  house a r e  unclear ,  b u t  it is conceivable t h a t  he may have bought 
t h e  property with t h e  view of s e l l i n g  o r  g iv ing it t o  Peter  Carr.  Nicholas was a c lose  f r i end  
of Thomas Je f fe r son  and Pe te r  Car r ' s  l a t e  f a t h e r ,  Dabney Carr.  He had l i t t l e  need of a house 
s ince  he had a l ready es tab l i shed  h i s  residence a t  Warren on t h e  James near S c o t t s v i l l e .  
Nicholas, moreover, was married t o  t h e  s i s t e r  of Car r ' s  f u t u r e  wife and was c lose ly  involved 
i n  t h e  t r ansac t ions  by which she s o l d  her  property i n  Baltimore and inves ted  t h e  proceeds i n  
Carrsbrook soon a f t e r  h e r  marriage. I t  is  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  Nicholas would con- 
t inue  t o  pay t h e  land t a x  on t h e  proper ty  f o r  seve ra l  years  a f t e r  Pe te r  and Hetty made Carrs- 
brook t h e i r  home.9 Why Thomas Carr  was w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l  t h e  property t o  Nicholas i s  a l s o  

. - unclear .  Whatever t h e  motives f o r  t h e  s a l e ,  it is c e r t a i n  t h a t  by 1796 Capt. Thomas Carr 
, was managing a p l a n t a t i o n  of four  hundred ac res  i n  t h e  North Garden d i s t r i c t  of Albemarle 

County and t h e  1,050-acre Carrsbrook e s t a t e  had been entered i n  t h e  land t a x  book beside t h e  
name of  Wilson Cary Nicholas.1° 

In  June 1797 P e t e r  Carr  married Hetty Smith Stevenson, a young widow from a prominent 
Baltimore merchant family with c l o s e  p o l i t i c a l  t i e s  t o  Thomas Jef ferson.  That he  and h i s  
b r ide  had es tab l i shed  themselves a t  Carrsbrook by 1798 is evident  not only from t h e  change 
of address i n  Car r ' s  correspondence but  a l s o  i n  t h e  sharp increase  i n  h i s  property i n  t h a t  
year.  Charged i n  t h e  preceding year  with t h r e e  s l aves  and one horse,  he was charged i n  1798 
with eleven s l aves  and four  horses,  a t a x  evaluat ion  which thenceforth remained f a i r l y  constant  
throughout h i s  l i f e . l l  A l a t e r  deed g iv ing c l e a r  t i t l e  of t h e  property t o  C a r r ' s  wife, re- 
corded i n  August 1817, corrobora tes  o t h e r  evidence t h a t  t h e  Carrs l i v e d  a t  Carrsbrook from 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

1798 u n t i l  P e t e r  Carr ' s  premature death a t  t h e  age of f o r t y  f i v e  i n  1815.12 

Pe te r  Carr,  with whom Carrsbrook is usua l ly  i d e n t i f i e d ,  was t h e  o l d e s t  son and t h i r d  
c h i l d  of Dabney Carr and Martha Je f fe r son ,  t h e  s i s t e r  of Thomas Je f fe r son .  He was educated 
personal ly  by Je f fe r son  a t  Monticello from t h e  ages of t h r e e  t o  twelve. Thereaf ter  h i s  
uncle took a cont inual  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  development, so  much s o  t h a t  Carr  can be regarded a s  
a kind of mannequin on which Je f fe r son  draped and f i t t e d  h i s  var ious  ideas  on t h e  education 
of t h e  statesmen who succeeded t h e  Revolutionary generat ion.  Some of J e f f e r s o n ' s  most 
famous d i c t a  --on r e l i g i o n ,  on t r a v e l ,  a s  wel l  a s  on education-- were addressed t o  Carr,  
who is c h i e f l y  remembered as t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  famous l e t t e r  of September 1814 i n  which 
Je f fe r son  o u t l i n e d  h i s  p lan  f o r  a comprehensive system of  pub l i c  educat ion f o r  Virg in ia .  
Despite h i s  unusual p repa ra t ion  ( h i s  teachers  a l s o  included James Madison and George wythe),  
Carr served t h e  Commonwealth, i n  t h e  words of h i s  biographer,  "on a very modest sca le ."13  

Following h i s  admission t o  t h e  b a r  i n  1793, Car r ' s  f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t  was a l e t t e r  he 
wrote t o  George Washington under t h e  assumed name o f  John Langhorn i n  1797. Offer ing  sympathy 
and comfort f o r  t h e  "unmerited calumnies and v i l l a i n o u s  machinations" of t h e  aging General 's  
p o l i t i c a l  enemies, Carr  probably wrote t h e  l e t t e r  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  draw from Washington a 
statement t h a t  could be  used a g a i n s t  him. Although t h e r e  is no evidence t h a t  Je f fe r son  had 
any p a r t  i n  t h e  s tratagem, John Nicholas, county c l e r k  of Albemarle and an a rden t  F e d e r a l i s t ,  
persuaded Washington t h a t  Je f fe r son  through Carr had w r i t t e n  t h e  l e t t e r  " to  cloak some in- 
famous design." C a r r ' s  essay i n  p o l i t i c a l  gamesmanship embarrassed Je f fe r son  and s o  offended 
Washin ton t h a t  it occasioned a complete breach between him and h i s  former Secre tary  o f  
S t a t e .  ?4 

While r e s i d i n g  a t  Carrsbrook, Carr served i n  t h e  House o f  Delegates f o r  f i v e  terms. 
A s  Albemarle's r ep resen ta t ive  from 1801-1804, Carr s tood squarely i n  t h e  reform t r a d i t i o n  of 
Je f fe r son  i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a r ev i s ion  of t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and serv ing  on a committee 
t h a t  repor ted  a b i l l  v e s t i n g  t i t l e  of a l l  of t h e  co lon ia l  proper ty  of t h e  Anglican Church 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  l a r g e .  Carr  chose not  t o  run f o r  o f f i c e  i n  1805 and 1806 b u t  was r e e l e c t e d  
f o r  another  t e r n  i n  1807. Concurrently with h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  work, Carr served a s  a county 
j u s t i c e .  Defeated f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  i n  1808 i n  a campaign t h a t  drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  
of h i s  unc le ' s  commercial p o l i c i e s ,  he ran  unsuccessful ly f o r  t h e  s t a t e  sena te  i n  t h e  following 
year .  15 

Besides ventur ing  i n t o  p o l i t i c s ,  Carr a l s o  managed t h e  Carrsbrook p l a n t a t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  
e s t a t e  d id  not  provide enough t o  support  h i s  family. Soon a f t e r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  d e f e a t  i n  1809, 
Carr turned h i s  c l a s s i c a l  educat ion t o  p r a c t i c a l  advantage by running a p r i v a t e  school a t  
Carrsbrook. The school ,  which opened i n  1811, accommodated seventeen boys, besides a score  
of day s tuden t s ,  u n t i l  it closed seve ra l  years  l a t e r . 1 6  H i s  es tabl ishment  o f  t h e  school 
probably expla ins  why he cont rac ted  with t h e  Mutual Assurance Socie ty  t o  insu re  Carrsbrook 
i n  1812.1' 

C a r r ' s  experience a s  both an educator and l e g i s l a t o r  made him a l o g i c a l  candidate f o r  
appointment i n  1814 a s  a t r u s t e e  of t h e  i n f a n t  Albemarle Academy, t h e  forerunner o f t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  o f  Virg in ia .  Elected p res iden t  of t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  Carr a s s i s t e d  Je f fe r son  i n  d r a f t i n g  
p lans  f o r  t h e  government o f  the  school and f o r  f inancing  i t s  e r e c t i o n  and support .  He and 
Jef ferson a l s o  d r a f t e d  a p e t i t i o n  asking  f o r  an appropr ia t ion  from t h e  General Assembly f o r  

(See Continuation Sheet  #4)  
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the  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  was h i s  involvement with Je f fe r son  on t h i s  p r o j e c t  which occasioned t h e  
o f t - c i t e d  l e t t e r  i n  which J e f f e r s o n  ou t l ined  h i s  educat ional  p lans  f o r  t h e  Commonwealth. 
Among a group of Albemarle m i l i t i a  who marched t o  Richmond i n  order  t o  meet a  threatened 
B r i t i s h  invasion i n  t h e  summer o f  1814, Carr  re turned t o  Carrsbrook i n  ill h e a l t h  and died 
severa l  months l a t e r  i n  1815. Had he l i v e d  it is l i k e 1  t h a t  he would have a s s i s t e d  Je f fe r -  
son i n  completing p lans  f o r  t h e  Univers i ty  of Virg in ia .  1 8  

Car r ' s  residency a t  Carrsbrook coincided with the  per iod  i n  which Albemarle soc ie ty  
reached i ts  zeni th .  C a r r ' s  c i r c l e  included not  only  Je f fe r son  bu t  a l s o  Thomas Mann Randolph, 
William W i r t ,  F rancis  Walker Gilmer, and Wilson Cary Nicholas, a l l  o f  whom would have known 
Carrsbrook's  hosp i t ab le  t a b l e .  I t  was h i s  f r i e n d  W i r t  who l e f t  t h e  most f l a t t e r i n g  p i c t u r e  
of Carr ,  i n  an  obi tuary  w r i t t e n  on February 1 7 ,  1815: 

He was n a t u r a l l y  eloquent .  H i s  voice was melody i t s e l f .  He had 
t h e  advantage of a  l a r g e  and commanding f i g u r e ,  a  countenance l i k e  
h i s  soul ,  open and noble, and a ges tu re  f u l l  o f  majesty and force .  
No man was dea re r  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ;  and t h e r e  has never been a man 
t o  whom h i s  f r i e n d s  were more dear.19 

Carr was bur ied  a t  Monticello graveyard. 

Pe te r  C a r r ' s  w i l l ,  recorded i n  December 1815, gave " to  my e x c e l l e n t  and beloved wife 
a l l  my e s t a t e  whatsoever and wherever during h e r  l i f e . . . ' '  and " f u l l  power t o  s e l l  t he  land 
i f  i n  he r  opinion such s a l e  s h a l l  be necessary..  ."20 Af ter  c l e a r i n g  t i t l e  t o  t h e  proper ty  
with Wilson Cary Nicholas i n  1817, she s o l d  Carrsbrook t o  he r  l a t e  husband's cousin and 
neighbor, Dabney Minor, i n  1819. 21 

Carrsbrook continued a s  p a r t  of t h e  Minor e s t a t e  u n t i l  1832, when it was s o l d  a t  publ ic  
auct ion  t o  John N. C.  Stockton o f  Albemarle, whose descendants long made it t h e i r  home. I t  
remained a working farm u n t i l  1959, when it was completely r e s to red  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
D r .  Wilmer Paine. Carrsbrook i s  p r e s e n t l y  owned by D r .  and M r s .  James McClellan. 

lLouisa County W i l l  Book 3. p. 580. 
2~umas  Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and H i s  Time, 6 v o l s .  (Boston: L i t t l e ,  Brown, and Company, 

1948-19811, vo l .  111, p. 237. 
3 ' ' ~ h e  Papers of Thomas Je f fe r son  i n  t h e  Library o f  Congress." 1785-1798. Virg in ia  

S t a t e  Library Archives Branch, Richmond, Va. 
4 ~ l b e m a r l e  County Pa ten t  Book 13, p.  447; Louisa County -- Deed Book A. 
5 ~ o u i s a  county -- w i l l  ~ o o k  2., p .  436. 
' ~ lbemar le  County Pa ten t  Book 28, p. 290; Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives, 

Glen Echo, Albemarle Co., 02-10; F r e d e r i c k s v i l l e  Par ish  Vestry Book, 1762, Va, S t a t e  Library.  
? ~ l b e m a r l e  County Land Tax Books 1782, 1790; Albemarle County Personal Property Tax Book --- 

1782. 
' ~ lbemar le  County Deed Book 11, p.  332. -- 
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'~ lbemar le  County Land Tax Books 1794-1801. --- 
'O~lbemarle County Land Tax Book 1796. 

-A- 

l l ~ l b e m a r l e  County Personal  Property -- Tax Books 1798-1815. Carr acquired a c a r r i a g e  i n  1803. 
"~ lbemar le  County -- Deed Book 20, p. 409. The deed read,  i n  p a r t :  

"Whereas during t h e  l i f e t i m e  of t h e  s a i d  Pe te r  Carr ,  
t o  w i t  i n  t h e  year  ( a blank space)  it was agreed be- 
tween t h e  s a i d  P e t e r  and h i s  wife t h a t  a c e r t a i n  r e a l  
proper ty  i n  t h e  Town o f  B a l t i m r e  which Hetty he ld  i n  
he r  own r i g h t  p r i o r  t o  h e r  marriage t o  P e t e r  Carr,  should 
be  s o l d  and t h e  proceeds be  inves ted  i n  land i n  Vi rg in ia ,  
a deed f o r  which should be taken t o  t h e i r  use during 
t h e i r  j o i n t  l i v e s ,  then t o  t h e  use o f  t h e  survivor  f o r  
l i f e ,  then  t o  t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  

The s a i d  s a l e  was made and t h e  proceeds invested i n  a 
t r a c t  o f  l and  l y i n g  i n  t h e  County of Albemarle on the  
Rivanna River purchased by s a i d  Pe te r  and Hetty o f  
t h e  s a i d  Wilson Cary Nicholas, whereof immediate posses- 
s ion  was given t o  them and which i s  s t i l l  re t a ined  by 
Hetty .... This indenture  wi tnesse th  t h a t  t h e  s a i d  Wilson C .  
Nicholas and Margaret h i s  wife,  f o r  the  sum of $2000. 
pa id  by s a i d  Pe te r  Carr and Hetty dur ing  t h e  l i f e t i m e  
of s a i d  Pe te r  t h e  r e c e i p t  is hereby acknowledged, now 
sell unto s a i d  Hetty Carr  t h a t  t r a c t  on t h e  Southside 
of t h e  Rivanna River purchased of Capt. Thomas Carr 
and which was i n  t h e  occupancy of Pe te r  Carr ...." 

1 3 ~ l i z a b e t h  Dabney Coleman, "The Carrs  o f  Albemarle," chap. 111: "Peter  Carr of CarrS- 
Brook" (M.A. Thesis ,  Universi ty of Vi rg in ia ,  1944) ,  pp. 19-44. 

I 4 ~ a l o n e ,  pp. 309-311; Coleman, pp. 34-36. 
15~oleman, . . pp. 36-39. 
l b l b i d . ,  pp. 40-41. 
1 7 ~ u t u a l  Assurance Society Records, Policy R5/V46/N507 ( Ju ly  17, 1812) . Virgin ia  His to r i c  

Landmarks Commission Archives, Richmond, Va. 
18coleman, pp. 41-43. 
" ~ u o t e d  i n  Coleman, p .  34. 
2 0 ~ l b e m a r l e  County W i l l  Book 6,  p. 129. -- 
' l ~ lbe rna r l e  County -- Deed Book 21, p .  397. 
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10: GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (Cont .) 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  

thence about 400' W along s a i d  s i d e  t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  See cont inuat ion  s h e e t  $1 1 f o r  
boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  
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