
# .  i 
.:.arm 10.300 U N I T E D  STATES D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  INTERIOR S T A T E :  

(July 1969) N A T I O N A L  PARK SERVICE 
7lTDCThTT A 

NAT IONAL REGISTER OF  HISTORIC P L A C E S  
ALBEMARLE 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

t E N T R Y N U M B E R  O A T S  

(Type a11 entries - complete applicable sections) I 

CASTLE HILL 
I N D i O R  H I S T O R I C :  

CASTLE HILL 

.8 m i .  NW of  R t .  231. 2 m i .  N E  of intersect ion w m  R t .  600 
C l T Y  O R  TOWN 

"-3 

Z 

0 - 
I- 

U 

3 

K 

I- 
V) 

14. - 
W 

W 

v, 

Aar#culturql Government Pqrk Trensportotion Comments 
0 Commorc~al Industrtal a Private Residence Other (Spsctty) 

Educat~onal Milotory Re l~p ious  

Entsrtamment Musavm Sci.ntlllc 

- 

7, 4 0 

a 
Z 

I 0  
vl 

5 
m 
0 
z 
r 
< 

Washinnton 0 . + 
m 

. ,& 
$r 2 . 

rn 

c :  s :  
R, 

0 * :  
I ' 
'g 
m 

n 

z 
C 

m 
! 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNEWE N A M E  

Mrs. Clark J. Lawrence 
S T R E E T  4 N D  NUMBER 

Castle H i l l  

5 1 Charlottesvi l le  

COD& C I T Y  OR TOWN 

Cismont 

&Ti+.swT*TboN 1. ,x,sTtN, s u R v E , s  
T l T L E  O F  S U R V E Y  I Historic American ~ u i l d i n g s  Survey Inventory 
D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  1957 m F.d*ml Slol. 0 County L.c.1 
DEPOSlTORY FOR S U R V E Y  RECORDS: 

Library of  C o w  
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M 8 6 R  

C I T Y  OR TOWN 

Virginia 

S T A T E  

- -- - - -- -. - - - - - Virginia 51 
 LOCATION OF LEGAL . DESCRIPTION - 

COURTHOUSE HEGlSTRY O F  DEEOS E T C  

Albemarle County Court House 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER'  

COD. C l T I  O R  T O W N  S T A T E  



rn 
" 
- 
Z 

w 

-I 

rn 
C 

n 
+ - 
0 

m 

- - 
DESCRIPTION 

boxwood i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A sp lendid  a x i a l  v i s t a  a c r o s s  t h i s  lawn and over  mi le  
of d i s t a n t  count rys ide  can  be obta ined  from t h e  f r o n t  door.  

On t h e  oppos i t e  
is a  wide r ec t angu la r  bowling 
p l e t e  s e t  of  e igh teen th  and e a  
b e s t  s i d e  is a frame c a m  

CONDITION 

3 E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  &ND O R l G l N I L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The re s idence  a t  C a s t l e  H i l l  is composed of  two d i s t i n c t  h o u s e s , ~  
joined back t o  back by a  connect ing  h a l l .  The e a r l i e s t  s e c t i o n  -- the 1764 
res idence  of  D r .  Thomas Walker -- is a t y p i c a l  example of  a  more s o p h i s t i c a t e <  
farm dwel l ing  of  the  c o l o n i a l  per iod .  The 64 '  X 21 ' ,  s tory-and-a-half  s t r u c -  
t u r e  is covered by a  gable  roof f e a t u r i n g  one i n t e r i o r  chimney, one i n t e r i o r -  
end chimney and s i x  unevenly spaced gabled dormers. Much o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  
e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  such a s  c lapboards ,  roo f ing ,  and window s i l l s  has  been r e -  
newed, bu t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Flemish bond foundat ion su rv ives  i n  good cond i t ion .  
The f r o n t  door and two f l a n k i n g  bays a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by what appears  t o  be a 
pos t - co lon ia l  porch wi th  a  shal low hipped roo f .  

The i n t e r i o r  woodwork of t h i s  s e c t i o n  of the  house i s  s u r p r i s -  
i ng ly  r e f ined .  The p a r l o r  i s  surrounded on t h r e e  s i d e s  wi th  paneled wains- 
co t ing ,  and a  d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e .  The paneled end w a l l  of  t h e  p a r l o r ,  w i th  i t r :  
corn ice  supported on f l u t e d  Doric p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on p e d e s t a l s ,  i ts  paneled 
chimney p i e c e ,  and i t s  arched openings i n t o  t h e  chimney c l o s e t s ,  is one of  thr: 
handsomest of  i ts types i n  Vi rg in i a .  A p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  of 
the  w a l l  is t h e  f a n - l i k e  louwred boards t h a t  f i l l  t h e  l u n e t t e s  of  the  chimney 
c l o s e t  doors .  The p resen t  mantel i s  a  modern replacement.  The c e n t r a l  hal:. 
of t h e  e a r l y  house is  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a  f i n e  dog-leg s t a i r  w i t h  a  molded 
hand r a i l ,  turned b a l u s t e r s ,  and s c r o l l e d  b racke t s .  The h a l l  a l s o  has a  
f u l l y  paneled w a l l  oppos i t e  t h e  s t a i r ,  and paneled wainscot ing around t h e  
o t h e r  w a l l s .  The spac ious  bedroom (formerly the  d i n i n g  room) oppos i t e  the  
p a r l o r  r e t a i n s  most o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  woodwork, but  i t  i s  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e l y  
t r e a t e d  than t h e  p a r l o r ' s .  

The b r i c k  s e c t i o n  of  C a s t l e  H i l l ,  added around 1825 by Willia-, 
Cabel l  Rives, i s  i n  i t s e l f  a  t y p i c a l  example of the  Piedmont p l a n t a t i o n  
house of  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  The g r a c e f u l l y  proport ioned five-bay, 
two-story s t r u c t u r e  has  Flemish bond w a l l s  of  t h e  r i c h  red b r i c k  c h a r a c t e r i s -  
t i c  of  Albemarle County. The shal low gable  roof has two i n t e r i o r  end 
chimneys and pedimented gable  ends. The f r o n t  door wi th  i t s  e l l i p t i c a l  f an  
l i g h t  and s i d e  l i g h t s  is s h e l t e r e d  by a  t e t r a s t y l e  Tuscan p o r t i c o  wi th  a  f l a t  
roof surrounded by a  Chinese t r e l l i s  r a i l i n g .  Flanking t h e  main body of  t h e  
house a r e  one-s tory  wings f ron ted  by Tuscan colonnades. These wings were 
added some twenty yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  main p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house was completed. 

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  b r i c k  s e c t i o n  is very  spac ious ,  having 
l a r g e ,  h igh  c e i l i n g  rooms ornamented wi th  very  r e f ined  c l a s s i c a l  r e v i v a l  
t r i m .  One e n t e r s  a  broad c e n t r a l  h a l l  f lanked by the  drawing room on t h e  
west and the  d in ing  room on t h e  e a s t .  A handsome e l l i p t i c a l  s t a i r  is loca-  
ted i n  a  l a r g e  h a l l  behind the  en t r ance  h a l l .  This stair h a l l  forms p a r t  of  
the  o r i g i n a l  connect ing wing and through i t  a v i s t a  from f r o n t  door t o  f r o n t  
door of each house can  be obta ined .  The connect ing wing i t s e l f  i s  a  very  
complex s t r u c t u r e  having been added t o  numerous t imes.  

The c a r e f u l l y  chosen l o c a t i o n  and t h e  handsome grounds make the  
s e t t i n g  of  C a s t l e  H i l l  one of  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  i n  Vi rg in i a .  Spread before  
the  b r i c k  s e c t i o n  i s  a n  hourgl  

on t h r e e  s i d e s  by what i s  considered by Illany t o  be  the  most impressive 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S l C N l F l C I N C E  

I through h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n a l  "Avenmore". The b e a u t i f u l  . 1 

Few Vi rg in ia  p l a n t a t i o n s  o f f e r  a s  many h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n 3  
and i n t e r e s t  i n  a s  many a r e a s  a s  C a s t l e  H i l l .  The i n t r i g u i n g  double house 
wi th  i t s  b e a u t i a p u n d s  and d r a m t i c  s e t t i n g  forms a f i t t i n g  backdrop f o r  
the  numerous i l l u s t r i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  who have given the  p l ace  i t s  fame. 

The C a s t l e  H i l l  l ands  were owned dur ing  the  e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h e  
18th  cen tu ry  by Nicholas  Meriwether. Through h i s  marr iage t o  Meriwether 's 
widow, Mildred, i n  1741, the  then 1500 a c r e  t r a c t  came i n t o  t h e  possess ion  
of D r .  ' Q o s s W a l k e r ,  who b u i l t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o r  frame p o r t i o n  of t h e  house 
i n  1764. By t h e  time D r .  Walker b u i l t  the  house he a l r e a d y  had achieved 
fame a s  a  phys ic ian ,  surveyor,  merchant, and e a r l y  e x p l o r e r  of t h e  west .  
H i s  j ou rna l  on h i s  1750 exped i t ion  through Cumberland Gap i n t o  Kentucky 
forms a va luab le  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  f r o n t i e r  wi lderness .  D r .  Walker a l s o  
served a s  a  burgess and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  conventions.  
Following t h e  Revolution, he  served as a member of  the  Vi rg in i a  House of 
Delegates .  He was a commissioner of V i r g i n i a  i n  s e v e r a l  important  con- 
fe rences  w i t h  t h e  Ind ians ,  and was v i s i t e d  a t  C a s t l e  H i l l  by s e v e r a l  Indian  
c h i e f s ,  among whom i s s a i d  t o  have been Chief Logan. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  C a s t l e  H i l l  dur ing  Walker 's  
occupancy occurred  i n  1781 when J-stt, on h i s  n i g h t  r i d e  t o  Monticellt, 
t o  warn Governor Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and t h e  Vi rg in i a  L e g i s l a t o r s  i n  Charlotteia- 
v i l l e  t h a t c o l o n e l  Banastre  Tar le ton  and h i s  men were on t h e i r  way t o  cap- 
t u r e  t h e  group, s topped a t  C a s t l e  H i l l  f o r  food and a f r e s h  mount. La te r  
i n  t h e  morning, when Tar l e ton  came by C a s t l e  H i l l ,  t h e  Walkers, armed w i t h  
a n  abundant b r e a k f a s t  and p len ty  of  V i rg in i a  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  were a b l e  t o  de- 
t a i n  the  B r i t i s h  long enough t o  a l low J e f f e r s o n  and the  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  
escape.  Other ,  more welcome, v i s i t o r s  t o  C a s t l e  H i l l  over  the  yea r s  i n -  
c lude  George Washington, James Madison, Andrew Jackson,  Martin Van Buren, 
and John Tyler .  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  one of D r .  Walker's c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  was ,  
of  course ,  a  f requent  v i s i t o r  t o  C a s t l e  H i l l .  

C a s t l e  H i l l  came i n t o  the  possess ion  of  t h e  Rives Family i n  
1819 when y i l l i a m  Cabel Rives (1793-1868) married J u d i t h  Page Walker, a  
granddaughter of D r .  Thomas Walker, and h e i r e s s  of  C a s t l e  H i l l .  Severa l  
yea r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  marr iage t h e  couple added t h e  l a r g e  b r i c k  p o r t i o n  t o  D r .  
Walker 's  frame house. A prominent lawyer, William Cabel Rives served twice 
a s  m i n i s t e r  t o  France, and a l s o  served i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Senate and i n  
t h e  Confederate Congress. Rives a l s o  w a s  t h e  au thor  of b iographies  of 
James Madison and John Hampden. Rives 's wi fe ,  J u d i t h ,  was a n  a u t h o r e s s  
of s e v e r a l  novels .  I n  h e r  second book, Home and t h e  World (1857X she  
g ives  a  v i v i d  p i c t u r e  of  ante-bel lum C a s t l e  H i l l  and the  l i f e  t h e r e  

- 
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s i d e ,  from nor th  t o  south ,  i s  a frame smokehouse, a b r i c k  smokehouse, a card-  
ing house, and a frame daily. Behind these  a r e  s e r v a n t s '  houses, a s p r i n g  
house, and a c a r r i a g e  house. From the f r o n t  door of the  Walker s e c t i o n  t h e r e  
is an impressive v i s t a  a c r o s s  the  bowling green t o  the  peak of Walnut Mountain 
which i n  l e s s  than a mi le  and a h a l f  r i s e s  sha rp ly  800 f e e t  above the  house. 
To the  west of the  house a r e  handsome flower and vegetable  gardens and a group 
of e a r l y  farm bu i ld ings .  Located o f f  a farm road t o  the  southwest of t h e  
f r o n t  lawn i s  t h e  Rives family cemetery conta in ing  t h e  graves o f  Pr ince  and 
Pr incess  Troubetzkoy. 

8 .  - 
grounds and p l a n t i n g s  a t  C a s t l e  H i l l  a r e  l a r g e l y  the  r e s u l t  of J u d i t h  Rives 's  
i n t e r e s t  i n  landscaping.  

C a s t l e  H i l l ' s  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  p e r s i s t e d  through William 
Cabell  Rives's granddaughter Amelie ( l a t e r  P r incess  Troubetzkoy), noted 
au thoress  of numerous novels ,  poems, and p lays .  F i r s t  married i n  1888 t o  
John Armstrong Chandler of New York, Amelie Rives l a t e r  obtained a d ivorce  and 
i n  1896 married Pr ince  P i e r r e  Troubetzkoy, a member o f  a prominent Russian 
family and a noted p o r t r a i t  p a i n t e r .  The Troubetzkoys l i v e d  a t  C a s t l e  H i l l  
i n  t h e i r  l a t t e r  yea r s  and were buried the re .  

I n  1947 C a s t l e  H i l l  was purchased from the  Rives family by 
Colonel and Mrs. Clark  Lawrence who, wer a period of s e v e r a l  years ,  r e s t o r e d  
t h e  house and i ts  grounds wi th  g r e a t  s e n s i t i v i t y .  
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