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joined back to back by a connecting hall. The earliest section -- the 1764
residence of Dr. Thomas Walker -- is a typical example of a more sophisticate?
farm dwelling of the colonial period. The 64' X 21', story-and-a-half struc
ture is covered by a gable roof featuring one interior chimney, one interior-
end chimney and six unevenly spaced gabled dormers. Much of the visible
exterior fabric such as clapboards, roofing, and window sills has been re-
newed, but the original Flemish bond foundation survives in good condition.
The front door and two flanking bays are sheltered by what appears to be a
post-colonial porch with a shallow hipped roof.

The interior woodwork of this section of the house is surpris-
ingly refined. The parlor is surrounded on three sides with paneled wains-
coting, and a dentiled cornice. The paneled end wall of the parlor, with itg
cornice supported on fluted Doric pilasters set on pedestals, its paneled
chimney piece, and its arched openings into the chimney closets, is one of the
handsomest of its types in Virginia. A particularly distinctive feature of
the wall is the fan-like louwred boards that fill the lunettes of the chimney
closet doors. The present mantel is & modern replacement. The central hall
of the early house is distinguished by a fine dog-leg stair with a molded
hand rail, turned balusters, and scrolled brackets. The hall alsoc has a
fully paneled wall opposite the stair, and paneled wainscoting around the
other walls. The spacious bedroom (formerly the dining room) opposite the
parlor retains most of its original woodwork, but it is less elaborately
treated than the parlor's.

The brick section of Castle Hill, added around 1825 by William,l
Cabell Rives, is in itself a typical example of the Piedmont plantation
house of the early nineteenth century. The gracefully proportioned five-bay,
two-story structure has Flemish bond walls of the rich red brick characteris-
tic of Albemarle County. The shallow gable roof has two interior end
chimneys and pedimented gable ends. The front door with its elliptical fan
light and side lights is sheltered by a tetrastyle Tuscan portico with a flat
roof surrounded by a Chinese trellis railing. Flanking the main body of the
house are one-story wings fronted by Tuscan colonnades. These wings were
added some twenty years after the main portion of the house was completed.

The interior of the brick section is very spacious, having
large, high ceiling rooms ornamented with very refined classical revival
trim., One enters a broad central hall flanked by the drawing room on the
west and the dining room on the east. A handsome elliptical stair is loca-
ted in a large hall behind the entrance hall, This stair hall forms part of
the original connecting wing and through it a vista from front door te front
door of each house can be obtained. The connecting wing itself is a very
complex structure having been added to numerous times.

The carefully chosen location and the handsome grounds make the
setting of Castle Hill one of the most beautiful in Virginia. Spread before
the brick section is an hourglass-shaped lawn some 800 feet in length, bordered

on three sides by what is considered by many to be the most impressive
boxwood in the state. A splendid axial vista across this lawn and over milesg
of distant countryside can be obtained from the front door.

On the opposite side, before the Walker section of the house,
is a wide rectangular bowling green lined on either side by an unusually com-
plete set of eighteenth and early-nineteenth century outbuildings. On the
bséE_ﬁiig_iﬂ_é_frﬁmg_narnenzgt_ahQp,and_a_f:ame_sLnrehnuse,_uhile_an_the_aast

xY
[

"o
- - . ) . I -

The residence at Castle Hill is composed of two distinct housegl—
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Few Virginia plantations offer as many historical association
and interest in asg many areas as Castle Hill. The intriguing double house
with its beautifiul gounds and dramatic setting forms a fitting backdrop for
the numerous illustrious personalities who have given the place its fame.

The Castle Hill lands were owned during the early part of the
18th century by Nicholas Meriwether. Through his marriage to Meriwether's
widow, Mildred, in 1741, the then 1500 acre tract came into the possession
of Dr. Thomas Walker, who built the earliest or frame portion of the house -
in 1764. By By the time Dr. Walker built the house he already had achieved
fame as a physician, surveyor, merchant, and early explorer of the west.
His journal on his 1750 expedition through Cumberland Gap into Kentucky
forms a valuvable description of the frontier wilderness. Dr. Walker also
served as a burgess and a representative in the revolutionary conventions.
Following the Revolution, he served as a member of the Virginia House of
Delegates, He was a commissioner of Virginia in several important con-
ferences with the Indians, and was visited at Castle Hill by several Indian
chiefs, among whom isSaid to have been Chief Logan.

An interesting incident involving Castle Hill during Walker's

to warn Governor Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Legislators in Charlotte
ville thatColonel Banastre Tarleton and his men were on their way to cap-
ture the group, stopped at Castle Hill for food and a fresh mount. Later
in the morning, when Tarleton came by Castle Hill, the Walkers, armed with
an abundant breakfast and plenty of Virginia hospitality, were able to de-
tain the British long enough to allow Jefferson and the legislators to
escape, Other, more welcome, visitors to Castle Hill over the years in-
clude George Washington, James Madison, Andrew Jackson, Martin Van Buren,
and John Tyler. Thomas Jefferson, one of Dr. Walker's closest friends was
of course, a frequent visitor to Castle Hill,

Castle Hill came into the possession of the Rives Family in
1819 when William Cabel Rives (1793-1868) married Judith Page Walker, a
granddaughter of Dy, Thomas Walkeyr, and heiress of Castle Hill. Several
years after their marriage the couple added the large brick portion to Dr.
Walker's frame house. A prominent lawyer, William Cabel Rives served twic{
as minister to France, and also served in the United States Senate and in
the Confederate Congress. Rives also was the author of biographies of
James Madison and John Hampden. Rives 's wife, Judith, was an authoress
of several novels. In her second book, Home and the World (1857) she
gives a vivid picture of ante-bellum Castle Hill and the life there

through her descriptions of the fictional "Avenmore'. The beautiful

occupancy occurred in 1781 when Jack Jouett, on his night ride to Monticelli
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side, from north to south, is & frame smokehouse, a brick smokehouse, a card-
ing house, and a frame dairy. Behind these are servants' houses, a spring
house, and a carriage house. From the front door of the Walker section there
is an impressive vista across the bowling green to the peak of Walnut Mountain
which in less than a mile and a half rises sharply 800 feet above the house,
To the west of the house are handsome flower and vegetable gardens and a group
of early farm buildings. Located off a farm road to the southwest of the

front lawn is the Rives family cemetery containing the graves of Prince and
Princess Troubetzkoy,

8.

grounds and plantings at Castle Hill are largely the result of Judith Rives's
interest in landscaping.

Castle Hill's literary tradition persisted through William
Cabell Rives's granddaughter Amelie (later Princess Troubetzkoy), noted
authoress of numerous novels, poems, and plays. First married in 1888 to
John Armstrong Chandler of New York, Amelie Rives later obtained a divorce and
in 1896 married Prince Pierre Troubetzkoy, a member of a prominent Russian
family and a noted portrait painter. The Troubetzkoys lived at Castle Hill
in their latter years and were buried there.

In 1947 Castle Hill was purchased from the Rives family by
Colonel and Mrs. Clark Lawrence who, over a period of several years, restored
the house and its grounds with great sensitivity. '
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