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1. Name of Prooer tv  
historic name C o v e  Presbyterian Church  
other nameslsite number Cove Meeting House ,  R i c h  Cove 

2. Location 
street & number U . S . Ro u t e 2 9 u # o t  for publication 
city, town C o v e s v i l l e  U vicinity 
state V i r g i n i a  code VA county Albemarle  code 003 zip code 2 2 9 3 1  

3. Classi f icat ion 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
[X private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 

public-local district 1 1 buildings 
publicState C] site 1 sites 
public-Federal structure structures 

object objects 
2 1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
n / a  listed in the National Register L 

4. StatelFederal Agency Cert i f icat ion 
I 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nnominat ion request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property C] meets C] does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date I 
State o~Federal agency and bureau 

- - - - - - - - I In my opinion, the propedy meets C] does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
O s e e  continuation sheet. 

[7 determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. .- Funqlon or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

mh W R e T i ~ ~ - r = !  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) . . 

foundation S : o n e  
Other: Bu i lde r ' s  Gothic - walls B r i c k  

roof -,, 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Cove P resby te r i an  Church, a  rec tangular  one-room, s i n g l e  s t o r y  b r i ck  bui ld ing ,  
has been i n  use by members of t h e  Cove Presbytery s i n c e  i ts  cons t ruc t ion  i n  1809, 
and subsequent 1880 renovat ion.  This i s  one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  cons t ruc ted  P resby te r i an  
churches e x t a n t  i n  Albemarle County. The w r i t t e n  record i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
c a l l i n g  f o r  a m i n i s t e r  by the  congregation da te s  t o  1747. Serv ices  were l a t e r  he ld  
i n  a  log  s t r u c t u r e  s a i d  t o  have been cons t ruc ted  i n  1769 i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  
of the p resen t  s t r u c t u r e .  The bu i ld ing  i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  e a s t  of U.S. Route 29 and 
Cove Creek, i n  Covesvi l le ,  a  small r u r a l  community near  the  southern edge of  Albemarle 
County. Somewhat concealed from Route 29, the  church is s i t e d  a t  t h e  base  of t h e  
Fan Mountains. The bu i ld ing  i s  o r i en ted  wi th  i t s  gable en t rance  f ac ing  t h e  mountain 
t o  t h e  e a s t .  A sma l l  cemetery on the  upward s lope  is sepa ra t ed  from t h e  church by 
the  semi-circular  driveway which loops around t h e  church. A very simply designed 
b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e , i t  h a s n o  added e x t e r i o r  ornamentation. Its des ign  i s  n o t  a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  a  s p e c i f i c  a r c h i t e c t ,  but  was more l i k e l y  the  r e s u l t  of the  combined e f f o r t s  of  
one o r  more b u i l d e r s  who followed a  formulaic  plan--incorporating a  gable-end ent rance ,  
double a l l e y s ;  r a i s e d  a l t a r  p la t form,  a  blank west end, and corner  s ta i rways  leading  
t o  an overhanging balcony. S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  its window d e t a i l s  and i n t e r i o r  decora t ion  
p lace  i t  i n  t h e  category of Gothic Revival.  

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of Cove Church can be  considered as having two phases. 
This i s  suggested by t h e  d a t e s  pa in ted  over  the  entrance--(phase one) ,  1809 o r i g i n a l  
cons t ruc t ion;  and (phase two), 1880 renovation. The f i r s t  phase marked the  construc- 
t i o n  of a  permanent house of  worship t o  rep lace  t h e  l o g  meeting house. A blue  p r i n t  
of the  p lan  ex i sks  wllich ~ i ~ e s ~ t 1 ~ e c o n : ; t r u c t i o c  d a t e o f  3.999, ‘rind provi :des 'c lues-  t o  - -  
the  arrangement and funct ion 'of  spaces in.,tFie - PresIjyteriart church .iil genera l .  Ifembers 
of the'congregatfon. were c l . e a ~ F y  'segregated . b y  Face and s e x ;  women..were' sea ted '  t o :  t h e  
south of  the  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  comniunfon t a b l e ,  .men t b  'Che7north,.,and B l a c k s w e r e - r e i e g n t e d  
t o  t h e  ga l l e ry .  Black members were, i n  f a c t ,  given s e p a r a t e  en t rances  f lanking  t h e  
c e n t r a l  door, t h e  l a t t e r  presumably used only by whi te  members. A "pen f o r  negroes" 
may have been loca ted  on t h e  ground f l o o r  o r  balcony, a  f a c t  which is not  c l e a r  from 
the  drawing, 

Th& p k l ' f e ~ t l y '  sjl&eti-ical p l a n . i s  ,i3bminated'by a 0-shaped'commutiion't&ble i n  the'  
center , -which does n 6 t ' e i r i s t  today;! ~k the "ebt end, a r L i s e d  i u l p i t . . i s  klepiicted, on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of which a r e  "amen corners" wi th  benches. Two small  wood burning s toves  
provided hea t  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The very c l e a r  d e l i n e a t i o n  of space and t h e  equal  posi- 
t i o n  of men and women r e f l e c t s  the  e g a l i t a r i a n  n a t u r e  of the  Presbyter ian  church 
c a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  s e x  was c o n c e r n e d ,  f o r  t h e  time. By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  Anglican 
church made g r e a t e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s e a t i n g  of  i t s  members based on t h e i r  s o c i a l  
s t a t u s  and wealth. , p i s , p l a n  was common enough t o  be considered a  formula and can ;... , .  ; . . . 

DSee continuation sheet 



8. statebent of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

C] nationally statewide locally _ , .  . . , - . . ,  

Applicable National Register Criteria A 8 c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A 8 C D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Te 1747-1880 1769 

. . - 
laan 

1 Cultural Affiliation 
N / A  

Significant Person ArchitecffBuilder 
N / A  Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and period$ of significance noted above. 

The h i s t o r y  of Cove Church from 1747 t o  t h e  p resen t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  it t y p i f i e s  
the  manner i n  which Presbyter ianism was e s t ab l i shed  i n  the  Valley of Virg in ia  and e a s t  
of t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains. Cove Church, l i k e  a  handful  of o t h e r  congregations i n  
t h i s  reg ion ,  was formed a s  a r e s u l t  of the  wave of Scotch-Ir ish immigration i n t o  t h e  
s t a t e  of Virg in ia .  Much of the  land was unse t t l ed  f r o n t i e r  g r i o r  t o  1726, par t icu-  
l a r l y  Albemarle County which w a s  not  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  1744. S t ruggl ing  t o  estab-  
l i s h  a  foothold ,  members of t h e  Cove Church began meeting i n  the i rho rnes ,  a s  d i d  
o t h e r  groups, u n t i l  a  l og  meeting house could be b u i l t  and m i n i s t e r s  c a l l e d  t o  
preach.4 The t ransformat ion  from an impermanent l o g  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a  l a r g e r ,  more 
permanent b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  was common t o  many P r e s b y t e r ~ a n g r o i l p s  i n  Psnnsylvania 
and Vi rg in i a .  It symbolized the  gradual  establ ishment  and permanency of t h e  newly' 
formed se t t l emen t .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  took sixty-two yea r s  f o r  the  Cove Church t o  
evolve from i t s  f i r s t  meeting i n  someone's home t o  the  cons t ruc t ion  of a  permanent 
b r i c k  church i n  1809, i s  testimony t o  t h e  dedica t ion  of i ts  members. 

The second ha l f  of t h e  e igh teen th  c .mtury was a  period of chsrlge and reorgani- 
za t ion  f o r  t h e  P resby te r i an  church i n  the  south. Beginning i n  1741, the  church was 
e f f e c t e d  by t h e  $re?& Awa!ceni,ng, : t l lq.  r e l & g i ~ u s  reviyal,,then..ggntp,re$ $n the New:- . . . 
E n g l a ~ d  colon$es,.. R r e ~ b y c e r i w s  .divjde?:.iq,ha&f oyex,;the,, r eu iva l ,  : t l~q" oppo+i"g , . ,  

~ - 
i t  fo rned . the .  RlQ- SAdg,: and, th~se, ,~:ho favosed.:reviva$ Sgc!me, thq_:yew:Sidec,:jTh%. . .! 

Old S ide  remained, cogservat ive,  i n , , t be i r  yiews on , ,acc~ptance  o fLmin i s t e r s . , t o2  t h e  - f a i t b ,  
r e l y i n g  only on those  who had been t r a i n e d  a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  co l l eges .    he New s i d e  
was more f l e x i b l e  i n  t h e i r  acceptance of min i s t e r s  l e s s  formally t r a i n e d ,  i n  p a r t i c -  
u l a r ,  those  t r a i n e d  a t  the  "Log College" i n  Neshaminy, ~ e n n s ~ l v a n i a . 5  The f  l e x i b i l -  
i t y  of  t h e  New Side min i s t ry  allowed them t o  expand more r a p i d l y  i n t o  remote reg ions ,  
thus a s  of 1758, t h e r e  were n ix  New Side-meeting houses e a s t  of  t h e  Blue Ridge Noun- 
t a i n s ,  and only t h r e e r i n  t h e  Valley of ~ i r ~ i n i a . 6  I n  1755, the   ano over Presbytery 
was formed f o r  t h e  New Side,  incorpora t ing  almost a l l  of V i rg in i a  and extending 
i n t o  t h e  Carol inas  It w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p resbytery  t o  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  any of t h e  
Southern Colonies. i 

Cove Church was one of  s e v e r a l  New Side churches represented by Hanover Presby- 
t e ry .  Other churches wi th in  Albemarle County included Dee E s s  (D.S.) begun i n  1741, 
d isso lved  i n  1811, l oca ted  nea r  the  juncture  of Tvy Creek and U.S. Highway 250; and 
North Garden, begun i n  1756, d isso lved  i n  1945, l oca ted  s e v e k i l  mi les  n o r t h  o f  Cove 

See continuation sheet 2 
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Albemarle Countv 
Deed Book 1, 8, 17, 78 -- 

Beard, Delemo L. Rev. "Origin and Early History of Presbyterianism in Virginia" 
Ph.D. Thesis. Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh, 1932. Microfilm at University 
o f  Virginia. 

Blueprint of Cove Church Floor Plan, Cove Presbyterian Church Collection. #38-501. 
Alderman Library, Manuscripts Room, University of Virginia, Charlottesville. 

Burnet, Isabella Neff. "Some Old Albemarle Churches of West Hanover Presbytery" 
Papers of the Albemarle County Historical Society I1 (1941-1942): 17-35. 

Ewell, Frances. The History of Cove Pres. Church. Charlottesville, VA, 1966. Typescript 
Alderman Library, Rare Book Room, University Vir inia,,Charlottesville. 

&see gontinuatlon sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register Other State agency 
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ndesignated a National Historic Landmark Local government 
University ' recorded by Historic American Buildings 

 SUN^^ # Other 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 
Record # 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Acres 

UTM References 

Au /7)nln)4171n/ w 
Zone Easting Northing 

B l  - 
Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point at the property's SE corner being the intersection of the Southern 
Railyay and an access road /NO number assigned/; thence extending approximately 242'  NW 
following the north side of said access road to NE corner of intersection with old 
Route 29; thence extending 373' following east side of Old Route 29; thence approximately 

a ~ e e  continuation sheet 5 

Boundary Justification 
The boundary encloses the church, church hall and cemetery and is delimited by public 
roads and the railroad on the west, south, and east respectively, and a drainage ditch 
on the north. 

See continuation shes 
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1 
- - - - 

be found a s  f a r  no r th  a s  Pennsylvania. 
B u i l t  on a  s i t e  s loping  down t o  the  road, t h e  church i s  s e t  on a  3% foo t  deep s tone  

foundation. The s tones  a r e  i r r e g u l a r  courses and quarry faced ,  w i t h  r e g u l a r l y  spaced 
a i r  vents .  The s t r u c t u r e  is b r i c k  frame, has mor t i se  and tenon f l o o r  j o i s t s ,  and 
p l a s t e r  w a l l s  on the  i n t e r i o r .  The e x t e r i o r  b r i ck  wa l l s  a r e  t h r e e  course American bond 
wi th  dark glazed headers.  Three l a r g e  pointed arch  windows--nine-over-nine double 
hung--dominate the  n o r t h  and south  facades,  t h e i r  a rches  accentuated by two rows of 
gauged b r i cks .  Chimneys f o r  vent ing  t h e  wood s toves  were a l s o  placed on the  no r th  and 
south s i d e s .  The three-bay facade t o  the  e a s t  has  one c e n t r a l  en t r ance ,  but  may have 
employed t h r e e  en t r ances  during phase one, a s  i nd ica t ed  i n  the  plan.  The pointed 
arch  openings which f l a n k  t h e  c e n t r a l  door a r e  now p l a s t e r e d  i n  but  have the  same de- 
t a i l s  a s  t h e  s i d e  l i g h t s .  A s i m i l a r l y  sca l ed  pointed arch  window i s  pos i t ioned  d i r ec t -  
l y  over the  door. The most d e t a i l e d  brickwork occurs  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  window 
i n  the  matching panels  of i n s e t ,  stepped b r i ck .  I d e n t i c a l  panels  a r e  repeated on the  
r e a r  west facade,  being the  only  d e t a i l  on t h a t  s i d e .  The pa i red  panel led  doors have 
a  s i x - l i g h t  transom overhead surmounted by a b r i c k  segmental arch.  The s t eep ly  
p i tched  gable roof i s  covered wi th  a  s tanding  seam t i n  roof which was completed during 
the  second phase; it is  n o t  c e r t a i n  whether t h i s  was the  o r i e i n a l  ma te r i a l  o r  not .  
I n  f a c t ,  the  roof may not  have been so s t e e p l y  p i t ched ,  nor  t h e  i n t e r i o r  c e i l i n g  a s  
high and scu lp tu red  a s  i t  e x i s t s  today. 

The Session Book of Cove Church recorded t h e  1880 i n c i d e n t  which marked the 
second phase of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  "On the  12th. of  June 1880 t h e r e  passed 
over the  Cove neighborhood a t e r r i f i c  storm of wind and r a i n  amounting t o  a  tornado,  
doing g r e a t  damage t o  t h e  c rops ,  f o r e s t s ,  & orchards.  Cove Church was blown down & 
made almost a  complete reck  w. The work of r ebu i ld ing  w a s  commenced a s  soon a s  
arrangement could be made f o r  i t .  And i t  was a s  f a r  completed a s  t o  enable us t o  
use i t  January 23d. 1881--that being the  fou r th  sabbath. It  i s  est imated t h e  e n t i r e  
cos t  w i l l  be when completed about four teen  hundred d o l l a r s .  112 

The c l e a r e s t  evidence of r e p a i r s  made i n  1880 i s  an a l t e r a t i o n  i n  the  b r i c k  course 
a t  t h e  approximate l e v e l  of t h e  eaves,  where the  bonding p a t t e r n  changes from t h r e e  
course t o  f i v e  course American bond. Or ig ina l  b r i c k s  appear t o  have been used i n  t h e  
r e p a i r  work. The roof was e n t i r e l y  recons t ruc ted  and t i e  rods  used t o  secure  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  i n  both d i r e c t i o n s .  Decorative b racke t s  a t  t h e  corners  of t h e  eaves appear 
t o  be  a d d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  second phase. Changes made t o  t h e  ou t s ide  were more s u b t l e  
than on the  i n s i d e ,  which may suggest  why the  members commemorated t h e  event  f o r  
p o s t e r i t y  wi th  a  decora t ive  panel  over the  door which reads  " ~ u i l t  1809/Rebuilt  1880". 

The major a l t e r a t i o n  made on the  i n t e r i o r  was t h e  e l imina t ion  of t h e  no r th  g a l l e r y  
s t e p s  which were replaced by a  small  c l o s e t ,  and t h e  opening f i l l e d  i n .  A t h i n ,  
panel led  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  was i n s t a l l e d  across  the  r e a r  of the  church t o  c r e a t e  a  ves- 
t i b u l e  which a l s o  served t o  d i r e c t  church members t o  the  l e f t  o r  r i g h t .  I n t e r e s t i n g  
d e t a i l s  which d a t e  from t h e  l a t t e r  n ine teenth  century a r e  t h e  a l t a r  screen  and wood 
braces spanning t h e  c e i l i n g .  Gothic r e v i v a l  i n  d e t a i l ,  t h e  a l t a r  screen is appl ied  
t o  the w a l l ,  i t  has  two l a n c e t  shaped cut-outs wi th  a  semic i r cu la r  a rch  i n  the cen te r ,  
and two c lover- l ike  f o i l s .  Crossing the  e n t i r e  expanse of the  c e i l i n g  a r e  t h r e e  wood- 
en cross  braces  and l a r g e  pendants t y p i c a l  of t h e  Gothic Revival ,  a t  t h e  r o o f ' s  apex. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 2 )  
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Immediately below t h e  braces  a r e  the  t i e  rods (one long i tud ina l ,  two c ross )  which 
support  t h e  pewter lamps. The sanctuary has  panel led  wainscot t ing  throughout and a 
heavy c h a i r  r a i l  moulding. The f loorboards a r e  s i x  inch  wide hardwood, t h e i r  
i n t e r s t i c e s  f i l l e d  wi th  p l a s t e r .  

In  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  twent ie th  century a  small  room was excavated on the 
no r th  s i d e  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  i n s t a l l  a  h e a t i n g l a i r  condi t ioning  system. A door was 
cu t  i n t o  the s tone  foundat ion,  and t h e  room l i n e d  wi th  concre te  up t o  the crawl 
space. I n  1968, Cove Presbyter ian  Ha l l  was completed t o  t h e  no r theas t  of t h e  church. 
Also b r i c k  and one s t o r y ,  many of the  church ' s d e t a i l s  were echoed i n  t h e  new con- 
s t r u c t i o n ,  most notably  t h e  stepped brickwork. 

8. Statement of S igni f icance  (continued) 

Church. Despi te  t h e  p resby te ry ' s  mission t o  b r ing  new min i s t e r s  t o  the  a r e a ,  the 
pauci ty of m i n i s t e r s  and t h e  inc reas ing  number of s e t t l emen t s  meant t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  
min i s t e r s  had t o  be made j o i n t l y ,  and m i n i s t e r s  shared.  The f i r s t  c a l l  put  out  by 
Cove Church, was a l s o  made on behalf of Mountain P l a i n s  and Rockfish churches. 

9 ,  Whereas i t  is  agreed o r  proposed t h a t  ye Inhab i t an t s  of Ivy Creek and ye 
Mountain P l a i n s  congregation joyn together  wi th  ye congregation of Rockfish, 
t o  c a l l  and i n v i t e  ye Rev. Samuel Black, Now Residing i n  ye bounds of ye 
Donegal Presbytery  of Penn. t o  be our  min i s t e r ,  and Pas to r  t o  administer  ye 
ordinance of  ye Gospel among us a l l .  We whose names a r e  hereunto a f f i x e d  do 
promise and ob l ige  ourse lves  t o  pay yea r ly  and every year  ye s e v e r a l  sums 
annexed t o  our  names f o r  ye outward support  and encouragement of ye s a i d  M r .  
Samuel Black during h i s  abode and continuance among us ,  f o r  ye one h a l f  of 
h i s  Labors i n  ye Administrat ion of Gospel Ordinances t o  us i n  an o rde r ly  way 
according t o  ye r u l e s  and P r a c t i c e  of our  Orthodox Reformed Presbyter ian  
ChPlrch: A s  wi tness  our  hands." 

/Signed by 57 person/  Ivy Creek March 29, 1747 

Samuel Black preached a t  Cove and o t h e r  churches i n  the a r e a  u n t i l  1759. He 
was followed by a succession of m i n i s t e r s  who w e r e  again,  r o t a t e d  between Cove and 
o t h e r  nearby se t t l emen t s .  They included Revs. Samuel Davies, John Todd, John Brown, 
John Martin,  and Henry P a t i l l o .  

I n  1769, Samuel Leak became t h e  f i r s t  permanent m i n i s t e r  a t  the  Cove Meeting 
House. He served u n t i l  1775, and was followed by William I r v i n  from 1775 t o  1800. 
The Cove se t t l emen t  remained a c t i v e  i n  these  yea r s ,  hos t ing  meetings of t h e  Hanover 
Presbytery i n  1771, 1793, 1794, 1799, 1800, and 1 8 0 3 . ~  James Robinson served a s  
Cove's p a s t o r  from 1801-1820 during the  period of cons t ruc t ion  of the  new church. 
Robinson a l s o  formed the  Cove L ib ra r i an  Society which continued u n t i l  1828 with the 
purpose of supplying r e l i g i o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  t h e  membership. Robinson was apparent; 
l y  wel l  l i k e d  by t h e  church and worked hard towards involv ing  s l a v e s  i n  t h e  congrega- 
t i on ,  teaching them a t  the  Cove Meeting House. 

I s s a c  Paul ,  p a s t o r  from 1825 t o  1833, continued t h e  mission of enabling a l l  
c l a s s e s  of people access  t o  the  Presbyter ian  church, and was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 3) 
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wel fare  of the  poor. The Cove Church continued t o  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  community when 
William Pinker ton ,  p a s t o r  from 1842 t o  1852, ran a  Male Academy f o r  neighborhood 
chi ldren .  I n  the  18801s, t h e  Male and Female Academy was e s t ab l i shed  on a  l o t  adjoin- 
i ng  the  church t o  t h e  south. The same dedica t ion  t o  educat ion was exhib i ted  on a  
state-wide l e v e l .  The Presbyter ians  founded s e v e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  h igher  educat ion whicl 
included Hampden-Sydney College (17763 and Washington and Lee Univers i ty  [1797;t, then 
c a l l e d  Liber ty  H a l l .  

Throughout t h e  n ine teen th  and twent ie th  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  Cove Church has remained 
a c t i v e ,  and is a v i t a l  p a r t  of t h e  smal l  community of Covesvi l le .  I n  i t s  e a r l i e s t  
yea r s ,  the  Cove Church was a  f r o n t i e r  church, l oca ted  i n  a  spa r se ly  populated s e t t l e -  
ment. The ded ica t ion  and t e n a c i t y  of its f i r s t  members assured  its s u r v i v a l  during 
a  per iod  when t h e r e  was no permanent bu i ld ing  t o  worship i n ,  nor fu l l - t ime min i s t e r  
t o  preach. The experience of  these  members i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  e igh teen th  
century was t y p i c a l  of many o t h e r  s e t t l emen t s  throughout Virg in ia .  They began by 
bu i ld ing  simple vernacular  l o g  s t r u c t u r e s  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  homes they b u i l t  f o r  them- 
selves--a bu i ld ing  type  which was an exigency of l i f e  on the  f r o n t i e r .  I n  many 
ins t ances ,  churches d id  not  surv ive  t h e  changes and d isso lved  t h e i r  congregations o r  
merged wi th  o the r s .  Those young congregations t h a t  d i d  surv ive  were helped by the  
s ta tewide  organiza t ion  of t h e  Presbyter ian  church, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  establ ishment  of 
the  Hanover Presbytery i n  1755. Although the  presbytery  could not  always supply 
min i s t e r s  o r  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t ,  i t  provided a wider group of support  f o r  the s c a t t e r e d  
congregations, i nc lud ing  Cove Church. I n  a l l  phases of  i ts  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
beginning wi th  t h e  e igh teen th  century log  s t r u c t u r e ,  the  church members r e f l e c t e d  
t h e i r  modest means and i n t e n t i o n s  i n  s imple,  unadorned s t r u c t u r e s .  This  was due, 
i n  p a r t ,  t o  budgetary c o n s t r a i n t s ,  bu t  was p r imar i ly  due t o  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  focus 
on the  Word of God r a t h e r  than the  outward mani fes ta t ion  of i t .  Therefore,  s t y l e  
and decora t ion  were unimportant and unnecessary t o  connote t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t  
of t h e  congregation. 

(Footnotes, Sec t ions  7 & 8) 

1 Yvonne Milspaw, "Pla in  Walls and L i t t l e  Angels; Pioneer Churches i n  Cent ra l  
Pennsylvania" Pioneer  America 12 (May 1980), no. 2. The p lan  f o r  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church 
i n  Middletown, Pennsylvania founded i n  1767, is n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of Cove Church. 
p. 82. 

'session Book of Cove Church. D. 71. . . 

3 ~ r n e s t  T r i ce  Thompson, Presbyter ians  i n  t h e  South; 1607-1861 (2 vo l s )  Richmond: 
John Knox Press ,  1963, v. 1, p. 45. 

4 ~ h e  home of  George Douglass was used by t h e  Cove se t t l emen t  u n t i l  1769, when the  
log  s t r u c t u r e  was completed. Delemo Beard, "Origin and Early His tory  of Presbyter ian-  
i s m  i n  Virginia ,"  Ph.D. Thesis.  Edinburgh: Univers i ty  of Edinburgh, 1932. p. 240. 
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5 ~ h e  Log College was operated by William Tennent, Graduates of t h i s  co l l ege  pre- 
dominantly followed o t h e r  Scotch-I r i sh  p ioneers  i n t o  t h e  South. 

6  
Howard McKnight Wilson, The Lexington Presbyter ian  Heri tage:  The Presbytery of 

Lexington and i t s  Churches i n  t h e  Synod of Virg in ia .  Verona, VA: McClure P r i n t i n g  
Company, 1971. p. 40. 

7  
I n  1829, West Hanover Presbytery was formed from Hanover Presbytery incorpora t ing  

most of Piedmont Vi rg in i a ,  and inc lud ing  Albemarle County. William H. Foote, 
Sketches of V i rg in i a ,  H i s t o r i c a l  and Biographical ,  (2 v o l s . )  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  1850-55. 
vol .  2,  p. 432. 

8  
The meeting i n  1771 was t h e  f i r s t  he ld  i n  the  newly cons t ruc ted  log  meeting house 

f i e l d  October 17 ,  1771J. Delamo Beard, "Origin and Ear ly  His tory  of Presbyterianism." 
p. 241; Frances Ewell, The His tory  of Cove P resby te r i an  Church, Typescript ,  1966. 
p. 3 .  
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195' SE t o  west s i d e  of Southern Railway; thence approximately 343' SW t o  po in t  of 
o r i g i n .  
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