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1. Name of Property 

historic name _____ E_ARL __ Y_s_v_r_L_L_E_ U_N_I_O_N_C_H_u_R_C_H ________________ _ 

VDHR F i l e No . 2- 449 
other names/site number------------- ------------ - - - -----

2. Location 

street & number _ s_R_ 7_4_3_ 1'_TW __ o_f_ J_c_t_._ w_i_t_h_ S_R __ 6_6_3 ________ _ D not for publication 
I 

city or town ___ E_a_r_l--=y:a..-s_v_i_l_l_e_, _____________________ _ D vicinity 

code~ zip code 22936 state_V_i _r--=~:....1_· n_i_a ____ _ code~ county Albemarle 

3. State/Federal Agency C8rtHlcation 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended, I hereby cenity that this ~ nomination 
0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propenies in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Kl meets O does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
0 nationally O statewide O locally. D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Resources 

In my opinion, the property O meets O does not meet the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying officiaVrrtle 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the 
NltionaJ Register 

0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 
National Register. · 

0 removed from the National 
Register. 

D other. (explain:).,..._ ~----

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Acuon 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as .many bo"81 as ""ply) 

Clll private 
0 public-local 
0 public-State 
O public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

IKJ building(s) 
0 district 
0 site 
0 structure 
0 object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Elltat "NIA" if propa,1y is not pen of a multiple propeny listing.) 

N/A 

&. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instrUCtiona) 

Religion 

7. Description 
Architectural Claaaiflcatlon 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
Early Republic: Early Classical Revival 

Neintlve Description 

Albemarle County, Virginia 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not indUde preYioully listed reoourcea in the count.) 

Contributing 
l 

Noncontributing 
0 

--------------- buildings 
r 

--'-~'------.:.<.-----sttes 
-~-------"~-----structures 

--"''--------------objects 
l 0 ______________ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously fisted 
In the National Regiatar 

NIA 

Current Functions 
(Enter categoriee from i-..ns) 

Religious Facility 

Materials 
(Entor categories from inslr\lCIIQnal 

Stone: Fieldstone foundation _______________ _ 

walla __ -"W~o~o=-d~:--'W~e~a~t:.:h~e:.:r..::b~o~a~r~d------

roof ___ :.:M=.e,;;ta::::l=-::........::T:.:i:.:;n:...... ________ _ 
other _______________ _ 

(Oelcntle the historic and C\lff9l'4 condlllon al the P'-'Y on one or more oontlnuation --) 
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Earlysville Union Church 
Name of Prcpeny 

8. Statement o1 Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria _ . 
(Mm " x" in one or more t>OXes tor the cmena Qualifying UM! propeny 
tor Nanonaf Register listJnO.) 

· .. A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the . broad patterns of 

our history. 

O B Property is associated with the lives ot persons 
significant in our past. 

DI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master. or possesses 
t}igh artistic values. or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D D Property has yielded. or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in au the t>oxes Iha.I apply.) 

Property is: 

XJ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

0 B removed from its original location. 

D C a birthplace or grave. 

D D a~ cemetery. 

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

D F a commemorative property. 

D G less than 50 years o1 age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the p,openy on one or men conlinualion shN!s.J 

9. Major Blbllographlcal References 

Albemarle County, Virginia 
County ano SW• 

· Areas of Significance 
(Enter c:aiegones trcm instruc:bons) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 

1833 

Significant Dates 

1833 -----

Significant Person 
(Compiete if Criterion B is manced atloYe) 

N/A 

CUiturai A fflllation 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Blbllography 
(Cite tne bOOltS. articles. and CJttMtr ~sees used in prapanng !his form on one or men c:cntinuation shNU.) 

Previous documentation on file_ {NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

0 p~li?ninary determination of individual listing (36 ra State Historic Preservation Office 
Cffi 67) has been requested D Other -State agency 

D previously listed in the National Register D Federal agency 
D previously determined eligible by the National D Local government 

Register D University 
D ·designated a National Historic Landmark D Other 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

# ________ _ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record It ---------

Va. Department of Historic Resources 



p;arly5yj lle flni on Church 
NamedPn:,peny 

1 o. Geographical Data 

UTM References 
(Place addnionaJ UTM relenincas on a continuation sheet.) 

I 1\ 2, o\ s, o, oJ 
Easting 

I I I I I I I 

\4,2\2,6\0,2,oJ 
Northing 

I I I I I ,· I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Deecribe the bOundaries of the properly on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the bOUndaries were satectad an a continuation sheet.) 

11. Fonn Prepared By 

name/lil!e Miss Sylvia L. Jones 

organization Friends of Union Church 

Albemarle County, Virginia 
County and Slale 

3W I J I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Nonhing 

4W I I I I I I I I I I 
0 See continuation sheet 

date ___ ~4/w7~/~9~7 ____ _ 

telephone __ a_o_4_-_9_7_3_-_5_7_7_a __ _ 
VA 22936 

street & number P. 0. Box 3 6 3 

Earlysville 
c:ily or town------------------ state----- zip code------
Additional Documentation . 
Sut1mn tne following nems will! Ille completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic disbicts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative blac:lc and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any addltianol -) 

Propeny Owner 
(Complete this rtem II the ._ al SHPO or FPO.) 

Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 

550 Buck Mountain Road street & number __________________ _ 

Earlysville 

804-978-3819 
telephone----------­

VA 22936 
city or town------------------ state----- Zip code------

I 

I I 

Paperwortc lleductlon Act Slahii,"""': This intormatlon is being collected for _.lcatlons to the Nlllonal Register of Hillorie Places to nominate 
propenias for listing or determine eligibiltty for listing, to list properttN, and to amend existing liSti!19S. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with tho National Historic PIN8Mllion Ad. as amended (16 u.S.C. 470 ei -.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burd9n for this form is eattrnatlld to average 18.1 hOurs per response induding time tor reviewing 
instructions. gathering and maintaining data. and completing and -ng the form. Direct commerna regarding this bu_, - or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services OMaion. N- Parle-· P.O. Box 37127. Wahington. oc 20013-7127: and the Office of 
Management and Budget. P--,x R- Pn,jec:ts (1024-0018). Wuhington. OC 20503. 
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Sl!MMARY DESCRIPTION 

OMI..__ _ ,.,.,_,, -

Earlysville Union Church 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

ThP Union Church is located in Albemarle County, in the very 
r::enter of Earlye;ville, on Route 743 .1 miles southwest of the inter­
section with Route 663. The original Early Republic building was 
constructed in 1833 on a 1.156 acre tract of land given, for the 
purpose of building a Union Church, by John Early for whom Earlys­
ville got its name. The church is a one story frame building on a low 
sl:ane foundation with an entrance by two doors on the south gable 
encl. Four 2/2 sash windows mark each side of the building. The build­
ing was originally one room; a small vestibule with flanking rooms 
for Sunday School roomsl was partitioned off around 1880. Brackets on 
the interior walls are for oil lamps. The building has no plumbing 
and no electricity and.was heated by one stove in the main room. 
Simple architrave trim and chair rail are original, as are the flush 
wide board siding which finish off the interior walls and ceiling.2 
There are no other buildings on the property. 

Detailed Description 

The church is a one-story, ••cod-framed structure with weather­
boarding and a gable-roof covered with standing-seam sheet metal. It 
measurpc; 50' 2 1/2" by 30' l/2" and a small brick chimney flue 
protrudes from the roof. The long sides of the church face east and 
we,;t; the gable ends face north and south. With the exception of turn 
of the century partition walls and windows, the removal of interior 
chimnpy fluPs, and a new roof truss, the church has been unaltered. 
Louvered blinds which once covered the windows on the exterior are 
now gone .. 3 

The foundation of the church was originally laid with unmortared 
fieldstone. Later the O!!xterior of the stones were covered with stucco 
and various coats of whitewa,sh. The foundation is still sound and the 
only break ocr:ur·s on the north facade where a smal 1 crawl space 
entrance punctures the otherwise sturdy foundation.4 

The church was apparently framed as an entity with reciprocating 
sawn studs presumably secured to the sill with machine cut nails. The 
sill, ten inches ,.ide, was·also cut by a reciprocating.saw. Floor 
joists were le-ft as; round, unhewn and unsawn logs and lapped into the 
.,.; 11; Close examination of the unpainted floorboards indicat.es that 
the original wide pine boards were covO!!red by thin tongue-in-grooved 
flooring, perh.aps near the turn of the century. This probably 
occurred at the same time partition walls went up and a new altar was 

·constructed.5 

1 
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The ,..,atherboarding is whitewashed and secured to studs with 
machine>--cut nails. Presumably this represents a later period of 
sheathing; it is circular sawn where•s the studs were cut with a 
reciprocating saw. Unbeaded vergeboards cover the corners of the 
sheathing and are painted green as are the cornice, window, and door 
trim. Even though all trim is secured with machine cut nails, it is 
difficult l:n t:ell if the wood remains from the original period of 
construction or it was replaced at a later date.6 

The cornice is plain and unbeaded, secured to a plain soffit and 
fascia by machine cut nails. On the north and south elevations, the 
fascia is projected slightly and cut to form a curve--a subtle form 
of vernacular decoration. Again it is difficult to distinguish if 
this ornament is from the original date of construction or from 
another period.7 -

Presumably the vertical board and batten entrance doors on the 
south facade are original. The presence of two doors led to the 
spec:ul at i Dn that perhaps one functioned as t.he entrance fol'" Angle­
Americans and the other for African-Americans or one for women and 
one for· men. Per·haps t.his was a subtle means of segregation since the 
church, as far as we can tell, contained no visible interior spaces 
segregated by architecture. In addition to the doorknobs and interior 
box locks that presently serve to secure the doors there is evidence 
of earlier locking systems. Originally the doors may not have been 
••hi tewashed but perhaps painted green. Trim around both the windows 
and doors; is simple and secured by machine cut nails. Field stone 
steps mortared with cement and brown sand stand in front of the 
entrance door.a 

Four two-over-two light double-hung sash windows permeate the 
east and west facades of the church. These windows probably replaced 
earlier windows original to the structure. Exterior window sills and 
architraves are very plain, compared with interior architraves, and 
are paintP.rl green--possibly the original color. Like the interior 
window trim, the ext.erior trim is presumed to be original. 9 

A small, vertical board door leading to the attic exists on the 
southern facade. This white-washed door can only be accessed from the 
e>:t.erior and by ladder. It. has no handle or lock, again the trim is 
very plain.10 

Inside the church, partition walls of horizontal match-stick 
tongue-in-grooved board separates the sanctuary from the vestry and 
Sunday School rooms as well as from the entrance vestibule. This 
later, turn-of-the century, wall addition presumably was accompanied 
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by a new floor and altar.11 

OIII..__.,.-,...,.,. 

Earlysville Union Church 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

Two curious ghosts appear on the interior in the wide. beaded 
flush board siding. One resembling a small window or openi;..g above 
the exterior doors and two resembling slender doors behind the altar 
and near the last bay the northeast corner. Professor K. Edward Lay 
suggests that, like many of the Piedmont churches, the Union Church 
contained a "casket door" for the convenient movement of caskets in 
and out of the church or, perhaps, for segregation.12 

The entrance ve,atibule is enclosed by three partition walls and 
one or;ginal wall sheathed by wide, flush broad siding with a small 
bead. Two raised four·-panel doors lead into the vestry and Sunday 
School rooms which flank t.he vestibule. A double-leaf door covered in 
brown canvas and secured by double-acting butt hinges separates the 
sanctuary from the entrance vestibul.e. Jambs for these dciors are 
plain and painted brown. Creating an illusion of paneled dado the 
walls of the entrance vestibule, vestry and Sunday School rooms are 
painted brown from the floor to just under the window sills. Each 
room to either side of the vestibule is treated in the same manner. 
The side rooms are each lit by one, two-over-two light double-hung 
sash «,,Ji ricJows .. t :.~ 

The csanctuary is lit by a total of six, two-over-two light 
double-hung sash windows, three on either side. These windows are 
weighted and ar·e probably not original to the structure as evidenced 
by numerous ghost lines. Like the smaller rooms and entrance vesti­
bule the walls of the congregation space are painted brown from the 
floor to the bottom of the window sills. A simple chair rail covers 
the south, l!!'ast, and southeast walls, all other walls are without 
this treatment. The chair rail is origina1.14 

Simple architrave trim is also original. Interior window sur­
rounds are composed of a circle and a half-round and although plain, 
thi• trim is much more ornate than that on the exterior. Wooden round 
window shade holders were added to the window surrounds presumably in 
the twentieth century.15 

Although no interior stove flues exist inside the church, 
several ghosts of former flues can be seen. The most apparent is the 
open and blackened flue hole in the center aisle of the sanctuary. 
Apparently a wood-burning stove, which is now stored in one of the 
side rooms, was attached tb the brick flue now visible in the attic 
and on the church exterior. Upon examination of the roof structure it 
seem,; i'IS though this flue was the last in a series of non-electrical 
heating systems within the church.16 

1 
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The eight-5i ded al tar, pr·obabl y added near the turn of the 
century when the partition walls went up and new flooring was put 
down, is located on the north wall and consists of a raised platform 
contained by a rail with doors on either side. No built-in furniture 
exists within the altar, yet presently an organ and podium stand 
here. A photograph from the 1970s taken in conjunction with a 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources survey form, shmis a large 
painting of Jesus hanging behind the altar; two chairs and the podium 
are shown inside the altar in this photograph. This photograph also 
shows that a curtain rod and curtains, now removed, served to parti­
tion off a portion of the church into Sunday School rooms.17 

Originally the walls of the church were probably decorated with 
various religious paintings as well as slate chalkboards. Some framed 
images and slate board remain in the church and hang in the various 
rooms. Plain and Victorian oil lamp holders still decorate the Union 
Church walls. Both types of lamp holders are attached to the wall by 
pressed iron supports.1B 

Two pews original to the church are stored in the Sunday School 
rooms. Made from roughly sawn boards and secured with mature machine­
cut nails, these pews serve as a reminder of the nineteenth century 
interior- furnishings at the Union Church. Both benches still retain 
nineteenth-century graffiti in the form of "J.R. Early" scr,.t.ched 
into the bench back. It is speculated that this is the grandson of 
the John Early who gave the land. 19 

Present.l y 24 wooden pews f i 1.1 the 1 arge !!anctuary. These pews 
have scrolled back!! and are adorned on the side with an applied coat­
o·f-arms motif. Thtt pews have been stained, and coat-of-arms mot.if and 
scrolled pew backs are sponge-painted with a dark brown stain or 
paint. Interestingly, the intensity of the sponge-panting increases 
on the pews near the altar.20 

The only access to the attic exists on the north facade of the 
structure. There is no door from the interior. The truss system 
observed in the attic is a complicated one and certainly the most 
arresting feature of the Union church. It is clear that the·current 
structural system is a result of a fo,...mer!I common-rafter roof and a 
later, intricate framing system. Various fires, possibly a result of 
intense heat from thin, one-course brick flue walls, also have 
changed and complicated the architectural history observed in the 

· attic. 21 

The reriprocating sawn ceiling joists are shiplapped into sill 
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plates on either side of the attic. Few ceiling joists seem to have 
be,.n pit sa,.n, these member-s may have been r-eused fr-om another- str-uc­
tu.-... Inte.-estingly two s .. ts of sill.plates, both to which the joists 
are l"'JlPPd, r.illn bf? ,;;een in sev .. r-al ar-eas. Cir-cul.a.- ,;;awn boar-ds have 
b,.en nailed to the joists to pr-ovide additional suppor-t. Round logs, 
not h"!wn or- sawn, were al,;o added as diagonal braces for weakened 
ceiling joists. Some of the or-iginal ceiling joists are charred 
po,;;s.ibly from fires resulting from improperly insulated flues. The 
various circular sawn and log br-acing mentioned may have been added 
l:o "Support these ,~eal:ened joists. Wide flush boar-ds which finish the 
inter-ior ceiling C1f the church are nailed directly to the joists and 
sill plates.22 

Architpctural evidence indicates that the chur-ch contained 
several bric!< flues which apparently caused fires within the attic. 
Such fires proved to do great inter-nal damage which can only be seen 
when examining the attic. Two flues,· including the one visible on the 
ext,erior, are sti 11 in place. The flue closer to the norther-n end of 
the attic seem,; to hi'! earlier and the one to the south later. The 
position nf the northern flue still can be seen from the church 
exter-ior and inter-ior. An iron str-ap provides additional stability to 
this flue. CharrPd joi<at<a indicate that there was possibly at least 
one more flue fire at some undetermined time. Due to thin flue walls 
it is likely thRt joists and other wood fr-aming members resting close 
to the flue could have charr-ed and caught on fire. Two r-eciprocating 
sawn bc,a,,-ds running parallel to the chimney flues and standing per­
pendicular- tn the ceiling joists, to which they are lapped, provide 
lateral support for the flue systems.23 

The vertical structural member-s consist of a truss system with 
three circular sawn center- posts stopping approximately four feet 
below the roof rafters and ridgeboard. A circular sawn beam is pegged 
into the center post. This beam supports the diagonal br-aces of the 
main roof .-a.fters. These diagonal braces are shiplappl!!d and secured 
with large machine cut mains into the centr-al post and rafter-s.24 

Circular s"wn rafters, shiplapped to a thin board r-esting on the 
sill plate, are nailed to a ridgeboar-d at the roof peak. Wide roofing 
boards are nailed with a combination of machine cut and wire nails to 
t.he rafters. Or-iginall·f the roof was covered with pine round-butt 
shingles, many of which may still be found on the attic floor. today 
a standing-seam metal roof protects the Union Church.25 

The gable wall structural ,;ystem consists of circular sawn 
vertical studs lapped and nailed into the gable-end rafters. Like the 
sill plat.est.he gable rafte.-s on each side are doubled, possibly 
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suggesting that when the roof was replaced the pitch changed. 
Weatherboards on the gable-end are nailed into the studs. A portion 
of what seems to be the original altar rail is nailed to the stud 
ne,:t to t.he 5imple attic doorjamb. this addition may have served to 
act a5 a nailer for weather.boarding that extended beyond the stud.26 

In 51.tm it seems as though the original roof was dismant.led and 
reconstructed favoring an intricate truss system with completed 
bracing. Perhaps the original, common rafter roof was burned in a 
fire or did not shelter interior framing members from damaging winds 
or falling weather. In any case it is clear that original rafters, 
fastened together by mortise-and-tenon joinery, were taken down and 
the pegged ends removed. Eventually these were reused as braces in 
the present structural system. The rafter ends, with mortise-and­
tenon joinery marks, remain scattered on the attic floor.27 

ENDNOTES 

t. Virginia Historic Land1arks Co11ission Survey For•, File No. 2·449. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Sina Haney, Graduate Student in Archit,ctural Hi,tory • Jennifer Ni11er, Undergraduate Student in Architecture, 
University of Virginia. 'Studies in Vernacular Architecture.' Und1r the direction of K. Ed•ard Lay, Professor of 
Architecture, University of Virginia. !School of Architectart, Onivtrrity of Virginia, Ch,rlottuville, QA 1995.l 

4 - 27. Ibid, 6-14 
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Summary Statement of Significance 

Earlysville Union Church 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

The Union Church in Earlyaville, Virginia, ia a rare, aurviving 
example of interdenominational churches conatructed at the beginning 
of the nineteenth-century in Albemarle County. Constructed in 1833 on 
land deeded by John Early for the construction of a meeting house for 
all Christian religions, this building ia exemplar of both the social 
and religious histories in antebellum Virginia.1 . 

Worship services were held at The Union Church in Earlysville, 
Virginia by the Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians. They shared 
an interdenominational Sunday School with the Episcopalians. 

Statement of Significance 

Thi'! Union Church is built on an 1.156 acre parcel of land given 
by John Early in 1833 specifically for the good of the community · 
which hi!! hnpert likely to result by the establishing of a mf!eting 
hn11~,. to hi, free for the use of all Religious Churches or denomina­
tions. 2 The Church sits, oriented with the principal facade facing 
south toward route 743, on a cleared site. Several pine trees and 
remnants of Chestnut trees, probably those original to the site, 
still stand near the church to the east and south sides. The church 
is a one-story wood-framed structure with weatherboarding and a 
gable-roof covered with standing-seam sheet metal.3 

The building was used by t.he Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterina 
unti 1 the turn of the century. The Hethodi st~ were known as the 
Earlysville MIPthodist.'t.4 The Presbyterians had services on the second 
Sunday of each month.°S:They shared an interdenominational ·sunday 
School with>th• Episcopalians. The building continued in use as an 
interdenominational Sunday School for the community until 1977. No 
further functiDnB .. Nera held until 1995 when Friends of Union Church 
was formed bl( Chesbtut Elrove Baptist Church to over._ restoration. 

The Baptist having formed in 1773 as Albemarle Baptist found 
their first permanent building in 1801 when they began occupying the 
abandoned Anglican Church which stood Dn Buck l'lountain Road, west of 
Earlysvilla. They held services in that building until 1833;. when the 
Episcopalians, being increased in number!S, assl!rted their right, and 
.re!Sum•d po!lse•sion.6 The Albemarl• Baptisi!became known as the Buck 
Mountain Baptists while they occupied that building. They becaffl9 
known as Chestnut Grove Bapti!5t after th•ir move to the Union Church 
in the center of Earlysville. Thl!y carried the Chestnut Grove Baptist 
Chttrt:h name with them when they moved further west on route bb3 where 
they con!Structed their present building in 1979. 
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Due t.o gaps in the church mi noJtes, it is difficult ta construct a 
solid history of the evolution of the church and the structure. 
Church recordc; and reports submitted ta the Albemarle County Baptist 
A<;sociation detail the ministry and administrative duties of the 
chur-cha It seems that church services were held on a regular basis 
and were interrupted only by "very severe cold and snow".7 

Sunday School events and increased membership were often reported 
t.o the state Baptist Association. By 1858, the Sunday School alone 
had <seven teacher,;, forty "scholars", and 300 books on the .library 
shelves. An 1860 letter to the Albemarle Baptist Association read: 

Our Sabbath Rchocil intPrest has very much increased within the 
last year. Not only the children and youth are engaged in the 
school, but some of the old grey headed fathers and grandfathers 
come on the 5.;bbath morning, and farm a class of old men ta study 
the warr:1 of God, and to hear their expa,;ition of the lesson for 
the day: and indeed all, Superintendent, Teachers, Scholars and 
penple generally seem to think mare favorable of the Sabbath 
School th;an formerly. Ours is a Union School in which several 
denomination5 participate. 

Church member,; were often solicited ta donate t.ime and money for 
<structural repairs as evidenced somewhat in the architectural fabric. 
In Fehrdary of 1880 sub<stantial repairs were recarded.8 These repairs 
pos<e.ibly included the addition of the partit.ion ••alls, new flooring, 
and altar or truss repairs due to fire damage.9 

In 1937 Senator Nathaniel B. Early donated funds for painting and 
minor repairs on the Union Church. During World War II, the church 
grounrls became an observation area where local volunteers kept watch 
for enemy planes. An observation past was constructed by the United 
Sta1tes Army only a few yards from the church itself. The Union Ch':'rch 
archives contain several notebooks detailing daily surveillance.1U 

Fnr thr> ne"t twenty year<; 1.15£> nf the church dwindled. In 1991 the 
Chestnut Grove Baptist Church congregation became interested in the 
property. The Friends of Union Church •ias formed in 1995 and this 
building has received close attention. The exterior has been painted 
anrl somr,, trim ha1,;; been replaced. The only other e,iterior work will be 
to rec;et the large rock steps because they have settled and put 
c;hutterc; on the windows. 

Once again the church building is being used for benefit of the 
community. Jt has hosted an open house, Easter Egg Hunts, Christmas 
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Eve CArol ing, r1n Historic House Tour, a Dedication for an \JF~J Post, 
and has started an annual Earlysville Early Days Celebration. The 
community, newcomers and old-timers, have been very supportive and 
enthusistic about this old church building. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Desc:ription 

The boundaries for Ur.ion Churc:h are shown on the plot of parc:el 6 as 
rec:orded on Tax Map 31 of Albemarle County, Virginia. 

Boundary Justification 

The 1. 150 .c:re lot of land was deede:l to the trustees from John Ea,-l y 
on February 15, 1S33 as recorded in Deed Book 31, page 203. His widow 
Ma;-garet Earl·,; al ::>o deeded tne one, c1;::re lot on whi c:h the churc:h is 
bL:ilt c-·n December 28'" 184: as recorded in Deed Bool:: 39·, page 152-159. 
T~e l~nc. j~=l~~ed with!~ the boundaries has been associated with the 
=hu~=- si~ce 123~. 
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DETAIL DF:AWINGS 

Uni on Church 
Earlysville, Virginia 

Al bemar· le County 

Earlysville Union Church 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

Detail C'"awings pf Union Church by Gina Haney and Jennifer Wimmer 
Fall 1?"5 ~or School of Arc:hitec:ture, University of Virginia and 
Hi~~cr:= American Buildings Survey. 

T!-:e: ::lecss was undertaken by the Sc:hool of Architecture at the 
Ln:versit:y of Virginia under the direction of K. Edward Lay, Cary D. 
:_anghorr,E Pn:,f essor af Architecture. The Uni on Churc:h was measured 
ar j drawr ouri ng the f.a.11 semester of 1995 by Gina Haney, Graduate 
s~ucie:-,t of Architectural History and Jennifer Wimmer, Undergraduate 
o..: 4rchi te;::ture. 

11 T,e Union ChL1rch in Earlysville, Virginia is one of the few 
unactered frame churches in Albemarle County built to house 
m_;lt::denominational congregations. A religious and community center 
si r.ce 1 c:::::., on 1 and deeded by John Early, the Uni on Church originally 
hac ar, open pl an and housed Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
g...-oups, By the turn-of-the-century partition walls were added to form 
Sunday School and vestry rooms." 

Sheet 1 of 6 sheets: Union Church. 

S'.,eet .,. of 6 sheets: Floor Plan. -
Sheet -· of 6 sheets: South Elevation and North Elevation. 

She?t 4 of 6 sheets: East Elevation. 

Sheet 5 pf 6 sheets: Door and Window Details. 

s,eet 6 of .:, sheets: Diagram of Roof Structure. 
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