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9.  Name 

historic Ednam 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number . U . S . Route 250 W e s t  r10t for publication 
7th . --- 

city, town Char lo t t e sv i l l e  X vicinity of congressional district (J. Kenneth Robinson) 

state Virginia  code 5 1  county Albemarle code 003 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public 
X building(s) ' 2 private 
- structure - both 

- occupied 
X unoccupied 
w o r k  in progress 

- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object - in process yes: restricted 

mfA 
being considered - yes: unrestricted 

- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government s c i e n t i f i c  
- industrial - transportation 
- militarv 2- other: vacant 

-- 

4. Owner of Property 
Ednam House L t d .  , c/o M r .  Sandy H. Lambert, 111, Vice President ,  Caleb Stowe Assoc. 

name Par tnership  

street & number 141 Ednam Drive 

city, town Char lo t t e sv i l l e  
N /A - vicinity of state Virginia  22901 

5. Location off begall Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Albemarle County Courthouse 

N /A 
street & number 

city, town Char lo t t e sv i l l e  state Virginia  22901 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
~ i r g i n i a  ~ i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

fit!e Commi s s i o  n ~ u r v e v  has this property been determined elegible? - yes no . . - 

date 1980 f e d e r a l  X state - county - local 

de~ositorv for survey records Virginia  His to r i c  Landmarks ConIInission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Ri~hmond state Virginia  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated X unaltered _X_ original site 
- good - ruins -altered -moved date 

N/A 

X fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Ednam is  conspicuously located on a bluff  off  Route 250 west of Charlot tesvi l le ,  jus t  
south of Farmington Country Club. Its elevated s i t e  provides v i s tas  of the  Blue Ridge 
Mountains t o  the north and west. The wood-frame s t ruc ture  i s  sheathed i n  weatherboards 
and is s e t  on a low, brick foundation. A s  o r ig ina l ly  constructed ca. 1905, the house con- 
s i s t ed  of a center-passage plan complemented by two wings extending t o  the rear  (south).  
Around 1937, the  two f ron t  rooms divided by the h a l l  were converted in to  a la rge  drawing 
room, and the main entrance was changed t o  the  west side,  u t i l i z i n g  an or ig ina l  porte-cochsre 
as the main entrance porch. The cen t ra l  block is covered by a steep deck-on-hip roof, 
pierced by open-tympanum pedimented dormers with intersect ing tracery i n  the upper sash. 
Tal l ,  brick,  p i las te red  chimneys with corbeled caps project  from the roof on each elevation. 
Attached t o  the main roof on the r ea r  is a projecting clipped-gable roof;  the remaining 
rear  e l l s  a r e  covered by low-hipped roofs,  a l so  pierced by corbeled br ick chimneys. The 
balustrade on themain.roof 's .deck.and the latticework r a i l  between the dormers a r e  missing. 

. .  :. , ,  . .  . ,  . 

The north facade is dominated by i t s  or ig ina l  colossal  two-story port ico consist ing 
of four unfluted Ionic columns supporting an entablature with den t i l s  and modillion blocks. 
A balcony separates the  f i r s t  and second f loors  i n  the  three center bays. On the second 
s tory  a Palladian door opens onto a long balcony supported on consoles. The balcony ra i l ing  
consis ts  of turned balusters  with intermediate posts capped by urns. Below the balcony i s  
the  or ig ina l  main entrance which consis ts  of double doors of beveled glass  flanked by side- 
l i gh t s  and transom. The or ig ina l  double-hung, 1/1 sash windows with beveled glass  and 
louvred shut te rs  a r e  retained on the facade. 

The e a s t  elevation is  dist inguished,by a central  two-story pavil ion.  A porch supported 
on square posts  extends across the  f i r s t  s to ry  shel ter ing i ts  entrance. The west elevation 
contains a one-story, paired-columned porch whioh maintains i ts  attached porte-coch6re. 
A round, one-story screened porch projects  o f f  the  r ea r  of the southwest wing. The fenes- 
t r a t i on  of the rear  elevation consis ts  of a f ive-part  bay window below a second-story 
Palladian window with diamond-paned sash. 

Ednam contains elaborate i n t e r i o r  woodwork charac te r i s t ic  of f ine  Colonial Revival 
residences. The cen t ra l  h a l l  i s  dominated by a monumental open-well s t a i r  t ha t  wraps around 
the rear  of the  room and ascends t o  the t h i rd  f loor .  The newels, f lu ted  and paneled on 
each face, connect turned balusters  and a molded handrail.  The mezzanine landing with i t s  
bow-curved r a i l i n g  i s  lit by a projecting bay window; the second-floor landing is lit by 
the rear  Palladian window. 

k 
Ionic columns a c t  a s  a screen t o  separate the s t a i r  from the r e s t  of the h a l l .  The 

remainder of the room is  decorated with paneled wainscoting. A conspicuous feature  of the 
h a l l  is an elaborately t rea ted  mantel which consists of s tyl ized zoomorphic consoles supportinc 
an ornate entablature with decorative r e l i e f .  

Double doors open i n t o  the drawing room which extends across the f ron t  of the house. 
Matching Georgian-style f i replaces  with decorative r e l i e f  s e t  in to  projecting chimney breasts  
a t  opposite ends of the room were added ca. 1937. Following the removal of the par t i t ions ,  
a narrow, molded chair  r a i l  with egg-and-dart carving and a narrow cornice were added t o  
replace e a r l i e r  paneled wainscoting. 

Unlike the other rooms a t  Ednam, the dining room, located eas t  of the s t a i r  h a l l ,  i s  
f u l l y  paneled. The Tudor-style mantel has a raised-panel overmantel. Fluted p i l a s t e r s  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

o u t l i n e  t h e  door and window openings. A b r e a k f a s t  room opening i n t o  t h e  d in ing  room is  
complete with paneled wainscoting and a mantel cons i s t ing  of consoles below cherub brackets .  

The southwest wing houses a s i n g l e  room on i ts  f i r s t  f l o o r .  It is  d i s t ingu i shed  by 
a C lass i ca l  mantel with a hooded overmantel flanked by leaded-glass  windows s e t  i n  an arch- 
way supported by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  The room i s  f in i shed  with paneled wainscoting s i m i l a r  
t o  the  s t a i r  h a l l .  A s e r i e s  o f  se rv ice  a r e a s  r e t a i n i n g  t h e i r  or igina1:cupboards and se rvan t s '  
b e l l s  is loca ted  i n  t h e  sou theas t  wing. 

The second-floor chambers a r e  l e s s  e l abora te  than t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms. The mantels 
i n  a l l  o f  t h e  rooms a r e  designed i n  t h e  Adamesque s t y l e  with t h e  f r o n t  r o o m s  enriched by 
molded c h a i r  r a i l s .  

The s lop ing  lawn surrounding the  house is bordered by clumps of shrubbery, mature 
shade t r e e s ,  and spruces.  The e a r l y  d r i v e  and s tone  founta in  shown i n  a ske tch  o f  Ednam 
by the  a r c h i t e c t  a r e  i n t a c t ,  a l though they a r e  no longer used. The house has s tood unoc- 
cupied f o r  over  a decade b u t  has been maintained i n  good condi t ion .  Current  p lans  c a l l  
f o r  developing t h e  grounds f o r  condominium s t r u c t u r e s  b u t  preserv ing  t h e  house a s  an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  and s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e a .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nomination o f  two and one-half a c r e s  inc ludes  the  main house and t h e  o r i g i n a l  
landscaped lawn and d r i v e  surrounding t h e  bui ld ing .  A r e s i d e n t i a l  development i s  planned 
f o r  t h e  remaining t h i r t y - t h r e e  ac res  o f  t h e  e s t a t e .  

8.  SIGNIFICANCE 

f o r  t h i s  t r a n s f e r  is no t  c l e a r ,  b u t  Meyer remained a t  Ednam with t h e  Borcherses u n t i l  h i s  
death i n  1917. The Borcherses so ld  t h e  proper ty  i n  1924, i n  which year  B e r t i e  Copps bought 
t h e  e s t a t e .  Upon t h e  dea ths  o f  M r .  and M r s .  Copps, t h e  h e i r s  s o l d  Ednam i n  1937 t o  J.  L. 
Dryden. The house remained i n  t h e  possession o f  M r .  Dryden's descendants u n t i l  very 

i. recent ly .  

k o h n  Hammond Moore, Albemarle ,Jef  f e r s o n ' s  County, 1727-1976 ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  Univer- 
s i t y  o f  Virg in ia ,  Press ,  1976) p.  271-2. 

2 ~ a i l y  ~ rog 'kess  ~ i s t o r i c a i  and I n d u s t r i a l  Magazine, June 1906. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Trow's General Directory o f  t h e  Boroughs o f  Manhattan and Bronx, City o f  New York, 1905/6. 
New York, 1906. 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
- 1800-1899 
X 1900- 

Areas of S ign i f i cancecheck  and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation -law - science 
-agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
2 architecture -education -military - social1 
- art - engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce - expiorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates Ca. 1905 BuilderlArchitect D. Wiley Anderson 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Designed by t h e  Richmond a r c h i t e c t  D. Wiley Anderson f o r  a wealthy New Yorker, Edwin 
0 .  Meyer, Ednam ranks among V i r g i n i a ' s  most ambitious examples of t h e  e a r l y  Colonial Revival 
s t y l e .  During t h e  l a t e  19th century,  many American a r c h i t e c t s ,  following t h e  example of 
Stanford White, took a renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  houses of t h e  Colonial and Federal  periods.  
They f r e e l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  forms and d e t a i l s  and incorporated ,them i n t o  imaginative r e s i d e n t i a l  
designs.  With i ts  s t a t e l y  p o r t i c o ,  r i c h  Class ica l  d e t a i l i n g ,  and e labora te  i n t e r i o r s ,  
Ednam, completed ca. 1905, p resen t s  a grandiose "Southern" image thought appropr ia te  f o r  
i ts  loca t ion .  From t h e  s tandpoint  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  house represents  t h e  turn-of-the- 
century i n f l u x  of r i c h  nor therners  i n t o  Piedmont Virgin ia  who, a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  scenic  
countryside and soc iab le  l i f e s t y l e ,  purchased o l d  e s t a t e s  o r  s e t  up new ones,  o f t e n  bui ld ing 
very p re ten t ious  houses i n  t h e  l o c a l  idiom. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Albemarle's new r e s i d e n t s  were e a r l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  Ivy, Farmington, and Greenwood 
a reas  o f  t h e  county, " lured  by a slower, gentee l  pace of  l i f e ,  low taxes ,  lovely scenery, 
and t h e  heady prospect  o f  r i d i n g  t o  t h e  hounds and playing l o r d  of  t h e  manor."l Edwin 0 .  
Meyer was one of t h e  new c i t i z e n s  who bought land near Farmington, j u s t  west of  Charlottes- 
v i l l e .  However, unl ike  many of t h e  new r e s i d e n t s ,  who viewed t h e  a rea  more a s  a temporary 
r e s o r t  and thus  had l i t t l e  impact on t h e  l o c a l i t y ,  Meyer, a New York importer,  s e t t l e d  
permanently i n  Albemarle. A newspaper a r t i c l e  dated June 1906, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he  had com- 
p l e t e d  Ednam, a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  prominence of  both t h e  owner and h i s  e s t a t e :  

Ednam, is  more l i k e  t h e  residence of  an  English Country gent le-  
man of  today. I t  is  t h e  expression of  t h e  home l i f e  o f  M r .  Meyer, 
showing h i s  love f o r  na ture ,  f o r  h i l l s ,  woods and flowers, f o r  
green f i e l d s  i n  t h e  pure f r e e  a i r  o f  heaven. Ednam manor i s  
doubly i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because t h e  p lace  a s  it s tands  today is 
t y p i c a l  o f  both t h e  p a s t  and p resen t  regime ... Ednam is t h e  worthy 
home o f  a worthy man.2 

Meyer, a bachelor ,  shared Ednam with Louis Borchers, a New York Ci ty  p a i n t e r ,  and h i s  
wife,  Emilie. Early photographs show no t  only  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  e l abora te  i n t e r i o r  b u t  
a l s o  i ts  e labora te  furnishings  and decor, a l l  c a r r i e d  o u t  with t y p i c a l  Edwardian ec lec t ic ism.  . - 

D. Wiley Anderson, a se l f - t augh t  a r c h i t e c t  who gained popular i ty  i n  Virgin ia  f o r  h i s  
numerous, well-appointed houses, was a l o g i c a l  choice f o r  t h e  designer of Meyer's home. 
An advertisement from Anderson's o f f i c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he spec ia l i zed  i n  " f i n e  residences".  
By h i s  own account, he  had designed hundreds of  bui ld ings  by t h e  e a r l y  years  of  t h e  20th 
century, inc luding e s t a t e s  i n  Albemarle. 

I n  1908 Meyer t r a n s f e r r e d  Ednam t o  h i s  longtime f r i end  Emilie Borchers. The reason 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



9. Major Bibliosrarrhical References - - - 
Albemarle County W i l l  Book 32, p. 402 (1917). 
Daily Progress .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Va., October 13, 1917, p. 1. 
Daily Progress  H i s t o r i c a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  Magazine. June 1906. 
Moore, John Hammond. Albemarle ,Jefferson 's  County, 1727-1976. C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  Universi ty 

of  V i r a i n i a  P res s .  1976. (See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 24 
auadrangle name C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  West, Va. 

UMT References 

11717111610i0101 1412111412ilI01 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on S s i d e  o f  U.S. 250, about  
3100' NW of 29-250 Bypass e x i t  ramp; thence extending about  500' SW; thence extending 
about  200' WNW; thence extending about  450' N t o  S s i d e  o f  U.S. 250; thence fol lowing 
s a i d  s i d e  about  200' E t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  ( see  cont inuat ion  shee t  # 1 f o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of 
boundaryh 

state N /A code county N /A code 

state N/ A code county N/A code 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltltle V i rq in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date December 1980 

citv or town Richmond state Vi rg in i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 2L. state - local 

A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, 1 herebv nomlnate this property for inclusion in the National Resister and certifv that it has been evaluated 
according tothe criteria and.procedures set forth by th&erltage conservation and hecreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 






