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 NAME 
HISTORIC Esmont 

AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION Approximately .8 mile  N o f  Esmont; approximately 750 f e e t  N o f  S t a t e  
STREET& NUMBER Route 715; . 3  mile E of Ballinger Creek; . 3  m i l e  SW o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

of s t a t e  routes 715 and 719. -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Esmont & VICINITY OF Seventh (J. Kenneth Robinson) 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
Virginia  . 5 1  Albemarle 003 

BCLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY . OWNERSHlP STATUS 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 
X,BUILDING(S) &PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-0 BJ ECT J N  PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
&GRICULTURE ,MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL ,PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

,ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

J N D U S T R I O L  -TRAMSPORTATION 

-MILITARY ,OTHER: 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M r .  Roger Lea MacBride 
STREET 8 NUMBER 

Sui te  14, 2401 A r l i n g t o n  Boulevard 
.CITY. TOWN STATE 

Char lo t t e sv i l l e  - VICINITY OF . . .  22903 - BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGlsTRYoFDEEDsETC. Albemarle County Courthouse 
STREET& NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Char lo t t e sv i l l e  Virg in ia  

- a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see continuation Sheet #I) 

TITLE 

(1) Historic  American ' ~ u i l d i n ~ s  Survey Inventory 

DATE 
1957 XFEDERM -STATE -COUNTY ~ O C M  

DEPDSrTORV FOR 

sURVEYRECoRDs Library of Congress 
-- - - 

CITY, TOWN STATE 
Washington D.  C .  



CONOITION C ~ ~ C K  ONE CHECK ONE 
X -EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED LUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
-0000 -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVE0 DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Esmont i s  an open t r a c t  of land near  the  hamlet o f  the  same name i n  sou the rn  Albe- 
marle County. The l a rge ,  square Je f fe r son ian - s ty le  dwell ing house s i t s  a t o p  a 
k n o l l ,  fac ing  nor th .  

The house is  a two-story, three-bay s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, 
with a  white-painted water  t a b l e  and b e l t  course.  Each of t h e  openings i n  the  
facade has t h r e e  p a r t s .  One-light-wide, two-over-two-over-two s i d e l i g h t s  f l a n k  
t h e  f r o n t  door and each of the  six-over-six-over-six,triple-hung, f i r s t - f l o o r  windows. 
I n  the  second f l o o r  the  sash  a r e  double hung wi th  s i x - l i g h t  s a s h  used i n  t h e  end 
windows and e i g h t - l i g h t  sa sh  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  one, again wi th  s i d e l i g h t s  used on 
each opening. The s i d e  and r e a r  windows a l l  have e i g h t - l i g h t  sa sh ,  t r ip le-hung on  
the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and double-hung on t h e  second. A l l  of t h e  windows and doors have 
s tone  l i n t e l s  wi th  turned corner  blocks. A f u l l - l e n g t h  t e t r a s t y l e  porch wi th  Roman 
Doric columns and e n t a b l a t u r e  s h e l t e r s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  the  house. This porch has been 
enlarged;  an e a r l y  twentieth-century photograph r e v e a l s  t h a t  i t  once covered t h e  
doorway only and t h a t  t h e  columns were pa i red .  A f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  
eaves of the  low hipped roof ,  which i s  surmounted by i n t e r n a l  chimneys f l ank ing  
the  s h o r t  r idge ,  f u r t h e r  emphasized by the  use o f  a  ba lus t r ade  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  
s o l i d  and Chinese l a t t i c e  panels.  This ba lus t r ade  appears  t o  be an  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e ;  
t he  porch ba lus t rade  i s  a twentieth-century copy o f  i t  and r e p l a c e s  an open b a l u s t r a d e  
wi th  p la in  b a l u s t e r s .  A small  one-story k i t chen  has been added t o  t h e  west s i d e  o f  
the house i n  r e c e n t  years .  

I 
. . 

The plan of Esmont i s  a v a r i a t i o n  o f t h e  do~ble-~ile;~central-~assa~e p l a n .  I n  
t h i s  case ,  t h e  passage extends only  halfway through t h e  house. To e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
the  passage a r e  'a  l i b r a r y  and a narrow s t a i r  running alo&ge t h e k r o n t  of 
the  house, with A ~ s m a l i  room!(now divided i n t o  s e v e r a l  s e r v i c e " r o o m ~ )  behind it. 
The r e a r  of t h e  house i s  occupied by two l a r g e  rooms connected by double doors. 

The passage is decorated wi th  a  molded c h a i r  r a i l ,  an e l l i p t i c a l  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  
medallion, and a p l a s t e r  cornice .  On the  f r o n t  door is  a l a r g e ,  s i l v e r e d  b r a s s  l o c k  
which may be o l d e r  than  t h e  house. The passage f l o o r  is l a i d  i n  a  herr ingbone pa t -  
t e r n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  the  h a l l  of Monticel lo.  

I n  the  l i b r a r y  a  molded c h a i r  r a i l  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room, and a mante l  wi th  
f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  support ing a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks ,  and 
a molded s h e l f  decora tes  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  There a r e  a  p l a s t e r  c o r n i c e  and c e i l i n g  
medallion here as  w e l l .  The door and window t r i m  i n  t h i s  room, and throughout  t h e  
house, is  symmetrically molded with turned corner  blocks.  

The s t a i r  i s  not e l a b o r a t e .  It has a  square newel, fou r  r ec tangu la r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a 
t r ead ,  and a molded r a i l .  

The two l a r g e  rooms a r e  decorated a l i k e ,  except f o r  t h e i r  mante ls .  Each has an  
e l abora te  c e i l i n g  o eometrical  g l a s t e r  work and a p r o j e c t i n g  chimney b r e a s t  wi th  
a  dark gray King o t  Jrussia  marb e mantel. The mantel i n  t h e  d in ing  (southwest) 
room c o n s i s t s  of f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r - l i k e  p i e r s  with a  similar h o r i z o n t a l  spandre l  i n  

See Continuat ion Sheet  #2 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1 500-1 599 

-1 600- 1699 

-1 700- 1790 

!f1800-1899 

-1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

ZARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANbPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS J N D U S T R Y  -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPEC1 FYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1816-1820 .. BUILDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
< I .' , . 

Esmont' r e f l d c t s  ' the infl 'uence'  ~homas  ~ e f f e r s o n " ~  d i s t i n c t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ' s t y l e  
had on the  houses o f  his '  f r i e n d s  and neighbors i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Piedmont. A number 
of h i s  acquaintance$ had '.Jefferson supply des igns  d i r e c t l y  t o  them. Othe r s  merely 
had t h e i r  workmen adapt  c e r t a i n  ' f ea tu res  of t h e  s t y l e  o r  employed b u i l d e r s  and a r -  
t i s a n s  who had worked f o r  J e f f e r s o n  and were f a m i l i a r  with h i s  mode of des ign .  
No documentation has  come t o  l i g h t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  e i t h e r  J e f f e r s o n  o r  any of h i s  
employees had a hand i n  the  design and bu i ld ing  o f  Esmont; however, t h e  use  of num- 
erous a r c h i t e c t u r a l  mot i f s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  work of t h e  s t a t e sman-a rch i t ec t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  whoever was r e spons ib le  f o r  i t s  appearance was w e l l  acquain ted  wi th  
J e f f e r s o n ' s  bu i ld ings .  These mot i f s  include t h e  Roman Doric porch, t h e  Chinese 

\ l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g s ,  t h e  f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  surrounding t h e  house, and t h e  t r i p l e -  
hung sashes .  These gleaming whi te  d e t a i l s  s e t  a g a i n s t  deep-red, Flemish-bond 
brickwork and dark-green louvred b l i n d s  g ive  the  house an unmistakably Je f fe r son ian  
a i r .  S e t t i n g  the  house a p a r t  from many of i t s  neighbors is t h e  excep t iona l  q u a l i t y  
of i t s  i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g  and appointments included among which .a re  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
marble mantels , -ornamented p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g s ,  s i l v e r - p l a t e d  Eng l i sh  l o c k s ,  and c u t -  
g l a s s  doorknobs qnd, l a t c h e s ,  The herringbone parquet.fLoor-in:'the..entrance h a l l ,  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  Monticel lo,  i s  one o f  the  few known ante-bellum examples i n  
Virg in ia .  

Esmont was b u i l t  between 1816 and 1820 as  ind ica ted  by an i n c r e a s e  of t a x e s  by 
$8700 f o r  new bu i ld ings  dur ing  t h a t  period.  It was e rec ted  by Dr. Char l e s  Cocke of 
Southampton County who acquired t h e  surrounding 1183-acre t r a c t  i n  1815 from Rezin 
Por t e r .  D r .  Cocke was a nephew of  James Powell Cocke f o r  whom J e f f e r s o n  designed 
t h e  house Edgemont, l oca ted  a few mi les  d i s t a n t .  Cocke was a l s o  a d i s t a n t  cousin 
of General John Hartwell Cocke whose famous Je f fe r son ian - s ty le  v i l l e ,  Upper Bremo, 
was e rec ted  a t  approximately t h e  same time a s  Esmont. 

Although he was a physician Cocke does not  appear t o  have p r a c t i c e d  w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  
Albemarle. A Whig, he served i n  both t h e  Vi rg in ia  House of Delegates and Senate .  
He a l s o  was involved i n  land specu la t ion  i n  Texas where he l o s t  much o f  h i s  for tune .  
Cocke corresponded wi th  Je f fe r son ,  bu t  su rv iv ing  l e t t e r s  do n o t  mention anyth ing  
r e l a t i n g  t o  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o r  bu i ld ing .  

Cocke s o l d  Esmont i n  1848 t o  Bedford Brown. The next year  i t  was s o l d  t o  William 
Branch who farmed t h e  e s t a t e  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1890. It was then  acqu i red  by John . 
and Henry Lane. Mrs. Henry Lane received the  house and some 123 ac res  i n  1907 

See Continuat ion Sheet  83  



Albemarle County Deed Book 19, p. 274. - 
Albemarle County Land Tax Books 1815-1845. 
Cocke, V i r g i n i a  Webb. Cockes &Cousins. Vol. II., 1974. 
Rawlings, Mary. Ante-Bellum Albemarle. C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Va., 1935. 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 
.J J 

QUADRANGLE NAME Esr ,o LA';, Va . QUADRANGLE SCALE 1 : 2 >000 -- 

U T M  REFERENCES 

~(117( I 7 t l l 0 l c l ~ n t n l  1 ~ ~ 1  l c ; t i  171010) a m  L71110181ij 1 [L. 11 1, I J I O I O I ~  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING NORTHING 

CW [711101716101 1411Ii , rg(> l ~ l ~ J  71 51 n] 

H W U W  
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCR~PT~ON The boundaries a r e  a r b i t r a r i l y  drawn t o  i n c l u d e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

por t ion  o f  the  scen ic  park around the  house arid the  accesses  t o  t h e  publ-c roads .  The 
north and e a s t e r n  boundaries  a r e  l t a t e  r o u t e s .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

- 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission May 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 - 
U N  OR TOWN STATE Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
.THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERN WITHIN THE STATE IS. 

NATIONAL- X STATE - LOCAL- 



(11/78) 
U h I T E D  STATES DEPARTMENT OF TtiE I hTERIOR 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION P&D RECREATlOh SERVICE 
RECEIVED . .  .. . . 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES . . 
. . . ,  . , "  

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Esmont, Albemarle  Co., Va. 

CONTINUATION SHEET /,,I ITEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 1 

6 .  REPRESENTATION - I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2)  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey  
1967 ,  1977 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 
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7.  DESCRIPTION 

the  f r i e z e ;  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  of these  elements a r e  t r e a t e d  wi th  f l u t e d  b racke t s  
which suppor t  t he  p l a i n  s h e l f .  I n  the  pa r lo r ,  f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  suppor t  
f l u t e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks, and i n  the  f r i e z e  t h e r e  i s  a  h o r i z o n t a l  f l u t e d  band 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on the  d in ing  room mantel. 

Much e a r l y  hardware, no tab ly  some handsome door l a t c h e s  w i t h  g l a s s  doorknobs and 
lock knobs, su rv ives  throughout t h e  house. 

Four e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  remain. West of t h e  house is a  Flemish-bond b r i c k  k i t c h e n  
with a  low hipped roof ;  i t  has been enlarged by t h e  p resen t  owner f o r  use  a s  an o f f i c e  
and l i b r a r y .  Eas t  of t h e  house, complementary t o  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  i s  a  s i m i l a r  bui ld-  
ing, poss ib ly  an o f f i c e ,  with an added b r i c k  lean- to  and a  door c u t  i n  one wa l l  t o  
adapt i t  f o r  use a s  a  garage. S t r e t c h i n g  south  i n  a  l i n e  wi th  the  o f f i c e  a r e  two 

I small pyramidal-roofed b r i c k  bui ld ings ,  a  d a i r y  and a  smokehouse. 

BOUIJDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The. house s i ts  3tOp a s t e e p ,  rounded h i l l .  The acreage included 
incorpora tes  the  house, t he  immediate surrounding f i e l d s  which fern a  
park-l ike s e t t i n g  f o r  the  house, and the scen ic  main and secondary approaches. 
The ,viain approach i s  a x i a l  and leads  up from S t a t e  Rouce 719. The r e a r  
ent rance  leads from S t a t e  Xourre 715. 



- 
Form N, 10-300a 
(Rev 10-741 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  O F T H t  I N T E R I O R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Esmont, Albc~iiarle Co., Va. 

CONTI NUATION SHEET #3 ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 

a s  p a r t  of a d ivorce  se t t l emen t  and l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  1949 when it was s o l d  t o  
M r .  and Mrs. Kelly Graham. Between 1952 and 1954 the  Grahams undertook an  
extens ive  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  house d i r e c t e d  by Floyd Johnson, a C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  
a r c h i t e c t .  In 1963 Esmont, then comprising 109 ac res ,  was s o l d  t o  L u c i l l e  F. 
Connell who s o l d  i t  i n  1968 t o  the  present  owner, Roger Lea MacBride. M r .  
MacBr5.de was t h e  candidate  of the  American L i b e r t a r i a n  P a r t y  i n  t h e  1976 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  

CL & MTP 
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