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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
L G O O D  -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

E s t o u t e v i l l e  i s  a  r o l l i n g ,  open t r a c t  of  farmland i n  southern  Albemarle County. 
I t s  imposing Roman Revival mansion house, begun i n  1827 by James Dinsmore, who had 
worked a t  the  Un ive r s i ty  of  V i r g i n i a ,  s i ts  a top  a  high h i l l  and has a  c l u s t e r  o f  

1 e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  nearby. 

I 

I The main house c o n s i s t s  of a  two-story, seven-bay c e n t r a l  block,  68 by 43 f e e t ,  wi th  
two 35-by-26foot, three-bay,  s i n g l e - s t o r y  wings, a l l  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond of very  high q u a l i t y  workmanship. The whole i s  s e t  upon a  high basement wi th  
a  stepped.water t a b l e .  A l l  of  the  windows have sandstone l i n t e l s  wi th  "bul l ' s -eye"  
pa te rae  and sandstone s i l l s ,  a s  wel l  a s  s ix -ove r - s ix  s a s h  and louvred b l i n d s ,  
except f o r  the  windows f l ank ing  t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  on e i t h e r  facade  of t h e  main block, 
which have t r ip le -hung,  s i x - l i g h t  sash .  The e n t r i e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  wi th  r e s t r a i n e d ,  
f l u t e d - p i l a s t e r  doorways having wooden-mullioned f a n l i g h t s ,  c e n t r a l  f l u t e d  keystones,  
and double doors.  A Tuscan co rn ice  embell ishes t h e  low hipped roo f s  o f  a l l  t h r e e  
s e c t i o n s ,  each of which i s  surmounted by t a l l  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. Both facades 
of t h e  main block a r e  f u r t h e r  d i s t ingu i shed  by monumental t e t r a s t y l e  pedimented 
po r t i coes  which s h e l t e r  t h e  t h r e e  c e n t r a l  bays. These have Tuscan columns, f u l l  
Fascan en tab la tu res , .  and l u n e t t e s  i n  t h e i r  tympana, a s  we l l  as  o r i g i n a l  f l i g h t s  of  
sandstone s t a i r s  w i th  s c r o l l e d  bottom s t e p s .  

The plan of E s t o u t e v i l l e  is  s t r i c t l y  symmetrical. The main block is doninated by 
t h e  l a r g e  Great  Ha l l ,  a  23-by-35-foot room which i s  f lanked by narrow s t a i r  passages 
along t h e  no r th  s i d e  of the  house and l a r g e  p a r l o r s  a t  t h e  south .  The passages 
extend i n t o  t h e  wings, and each has a  small  s e r v i c e  room t o  t h e  n o r t h  and a  moderate- 
s i z e d  chamber t o  t h e  south .  Each wing te rminates  i n  another  l a r g e  room; t h a t  a t  the  
west was formerly t h e  d in ing  room and now serves  a s  a  l i b r a r y ;  t h a t  a t  t h e  e a s t  is 
now t h e  k i tchen .  

The Great Hall  is t h e  most s p l e n d i d l y  decorated of t h e  rooms i n  t h e  house. A f u l l  
Doric e n t a b l a t u r e ,  w i t h  bucrania  i n  t h e  metopes, e n c i r c l e s  the  room. The c e i l i n g  is  
t r e a t e d  wi th  a  p l a s t e r  border  and a  c e n t r a l  medal l ion which combines s e v e r a l  elements 
from P l a t e  27 of  Asher Benjamin's - The imer ican  ~ u i l d e r ' s  Companion (1806). The 
wa l l s  a r e  covered w i t h  a  French scen ic  paper i n s t a l l e d  i n  1902. 

The f l ank ing  p a r l o r s  ( t h e  e a s t  one i s  now a  d in ing  room) a r e  t r e a t e d  a l i k e .  F u l l  
I o n i c  e n t a b l a t u r e s ,  broken around t h e  p ro jec t ing  chimney b r e a s t s ,  e n c i r c l e  
t h e  room. The mantels  c o n s i s t  of  f l u t e d  co lone t t e s  suppor t ing  f l u t e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks and bold ly  p r o j e c t i n g  she lves  wi th  d e n t i l  base moldings. Pedes t a l  c h a i r  r a i l s  
a r e  used i n  both rooms. Over t h e  mantel i n  the  west room i s  a  panel of n ine teenth-  
cen tu ry  wal lpaper ,  i n s t a l l e d  and colored  i n  r ecen t  yea r s .  

The passages a l s o  have I o n i c  co rn ices  s i m i l a r  t o  those i n  the  p a r l o r s .  The open- 
s t r i n g ,  t r i p l e - r u n  s t a i r s  have oval  b a n i s t e r s  ramped and eased a t  t h e  newels (which 
a r e  Tuscan c o l o n e t t e s ) ; ' p i e r c e d ,  s c r o l l e d  brackets ;  and two r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s  
t o  a  t read .  There is a  round p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  medall ion i n  each passage. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2)  



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
J R C H E U L U G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -1NOUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1827-30 BUILDER/ARCHITECT James Dinsmore 

' STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thomas .Jefferson 's  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  legacy surv ives  not  on ly  i n  t h e  famous works o f  h i s  
own design;  i t  i s  exemplif ied i n  numerous bu i ld ings  s c a t t e r e d  about t h e  Common- 
weal th e rec t ed  by master  masons and ca rpen te r s ,  formerly employed by t h e  s tatesman- 

I 
a r c h i t e c t ,  who c a r r i e d  on h i s  distinctive s t y l e  a f t e r  h i s  dea th .  Rendered i n  t h e  
n a t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  of  b r i c k ,  wood, and s tucco ,  t hese  bu i ld ings  make use of  t h e  Roman 
o rde r s  s o  favored by J e f f e r s o n  and hence a r e  known a s  J e f f e r s o n i a n  o r  Roman Revival.  
I n  working directly from Roman precedent ,  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  by Andrea Palladia, 
JeEferson gave the  count ry  what might we l l  be considered i t s  f i r s t  n a t i v e  a r c h i t e c -  

I 

t u r a l  s t y l e .  As such, h i s  bu i ld ings  and those o f  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  mer i t  s p e c i a l  con- 
I 

s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t o r y  of American a r c h i t e c t u r e .  1 I 11 
Chief anong t h e  Roman Revival  dwell ings designed and b u i l t  by one of J e f f e r s o n ' s  /! 
fo l lowers  is  E s t o u t e v i l l e ,  a  house of s i n g u l a r  s t a t e l i n e s s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  the  s c e n i c a l l y  
b e a u t i f u l  count rys ide  of sou the rn  Albemarle County. The s t r u c t u r e  was begun i n  1827, 'I 
t h e  year  a f t e r  J e f f e r s o n ' s  dea th ,  f o r  John Coles 111 whose fami ly  was we l l  known t o  
Je f f e r son .  To s h e l t e r  h i s  growing family,  Coles e n l i s t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  James ! 

Dinsmore, a  t a l e n t e d  mas ter  ca rpen te r  and c o n t r a c t o r .  Born i n  Scot land ,  Dinsmore 
! came t o  V i r g i n i a  from Ph i l ade lph ia  and worked f o r  J e f f e r s o n  on t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of 

I 
1 both Monticel lo and t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of V i rg in i a .  Through h i s  employment on these  
! 
I p r o j e c t s  he became wel l -versed  i n  the  former P r e s i d e n t ' s  t a s t e  and mode of design.  

!I 
I Dinsmore provided Co les ' s  r e s idence  wi th  a  monumental a i r  by embell ishing each facade  

I 
with  a g i a n t  Tuscan por t i co .  H i s  spac ious  c e n t e r  h a l l ,  decora ted  wi th  a  Doric 
e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  ox-skul l  metopes, i s  one of  t h e  nob les t  rooms i n  Vi rg in i a .  A l l  of  

i the  C l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g  i s  executed wi th  an academic c o r r e c t n e s s  t h a t  would have met 

!I 
1 the  approval of  Dinsrnore's mentor. With t h e  grandeur of  i t s  s c a l e ,  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  ,I 

! 
of i t s  propor t ions ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of i ts  workmanship, and the  beauty  of  i t s  s e t t i n g ,  I 

E s t o u t e v i l l e  ranks among V i r g i n i a ' s  p r i n c i p a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a s u r e s .  Few p laces  
s o  wel l  conform t o  t h e  popular image of an a r i s t o c r a t i c  Southern homestead. It 

I ! I  

meets J e f f e r s o n ' s  i d e a l  of an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  r e f i n e d  s e a t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  the  young 
I 

Republ ic ' s  landed f a m i l i e s .  
.I 
il 

John Coles I11 was born on h i s  f ami ly ' s  ad jacen t  e s t a t e ,  Enniscorthy.  I n  a  d i v i -  
s i o n  of proper ty ,  Coles was given a  l a r g e  t r a c t  around Green Mountain known as  Caly- 
canthus H i l l  while  Enniscoi-thy even tua l ly  went t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  I s a a c  Coles. Although 
he d id  not  s ecu re  t i t l e . t o  t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  1823, t h e  yea r  fol lowing h i s  marr iage 

I t o  S e l i n a  Skipwith,  a s  e a r l y  as  1795 he had b u i l t  t h e r e  a  small  dwelling f o r  h i s  own 
! USe .  (The house burned i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  century . )  Upon ga in ing  t i t l e  Coles 
I changed the  t r a c t ' s  name t o  E s t o u t e v i l l e ,  honoring h i s  w i f e ' s  a n c e s t o r ,  Robert 

d ' E s t o u t e v i l l e ,  a  Norman baron who accompanied William the Conqueror t o  England. 

i 
I (See Cont inuat ion  Sheet $3) 
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VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRlPTlON The 290 ac res  which comprise t h e  E s t o u t e v i l l e  proper ty  

~ G E O G R A P H I C A L  DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 90 acres  
UTM REFERENCES 

a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning at a po in t  (A) approximately 300 f e e t  W of S t a t e  
Route 627, l e s s  than  .8 m i l e  NE of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s t a t e  r o u t e s  627 and 712, a l i t t l e  
over  .8 mi le  E of Eppes Creek; thence extending approximately 3600 f e e t  SSE through 
tree-covered l and  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Harris Creek; then  running approximately 30CO 
f e e t  SW fol lowing p a r t  of Harr i s  Creek and then  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

I 

w ' th  S t a t e  Route 712. then  extending approximatel 4800 f e e t  WNW fo l lowingNs ide  
o* S t a t e  Route 712; then  running approxmate ly  4480 f e e t  hE t o  poin t  o f  o r l g l n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY ' CODE I 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE I 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E /  TITLE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  L 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission A p r i l  1977 
STREET& N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond ' Virg in ia  23219 L 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCEOFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL- 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ~c Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in t 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National 
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! 6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS_: 
- 

! 

(2)  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey  
1967, 1977 S t a t e  

i 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

I 
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I 
I 
i 
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7. DESCRIPTION: 

The small  no r th  rooms i n  the  wings a r e  undecorated, but  t h a t  i n  the  west wing,once 
a  b u t l e r ' s  pant ry ,  has an o r i g i n a l  dumb w a i t e r  i n  the  no r theas t  corner .  I 
The sou th  rooms i n  t h e  wings d i f f e r  from each o t h e r .  That i n  t h e  west block has had 
modern p a r t i t i o n s  i n s t a l l e d  t o  g ive  i t  a  polygonal shape, and t h e  c e i l i n g  has been 
dropped. That i n  t h e  e a s t  wing r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  shape. It has a  Cor in th ian  
co rn ice ,  t h e  on ly  p l a s t e r  co rn ice  employed i n  t h e  house; t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  of wood. 
The mantel has recessed-panel  p i l a s t e r s ,  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks,  and 
a  deep she l f  w i th  d e n t i l s .  

The end rooms a r e  t r e a t e d  i d e n t i c a l l y  and a r e  second on ly  t o  t h e  Great  Hal l  i n  t h e  
e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e i r  decora t ion .  Each has a  mantel w i th  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and f l u t e d  
e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks supported on f l u t e d  Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e s  and surmounted by a  
shelf wi th  a  Wall-of-Troy f r e t  base molding. A pedes t a l  c h a i r  r a i l  and a  f u l l  
Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  a  deeply  p r o j e c t i n g  crown molding complete the  decora t ion  i n  
each. 

Eas t  of  t h e  house i s  an o r i g i n a l  one-s tory ,  two-room, central-chimney ki tchenjwash 
house. Northeast  o f  t h i s  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings ,  i nc lud ing  a  square  
frame d a i r y  (now a  chicken house) wi th  a  pyramidal roo f ;  a  square ,  b r i c k  smokehouse, 
probably b u i l t  i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry ,  a l s o  covered wi th  a  pyramidal roof ;  
and a  frame s l a v e  q u a r t e r s .  The l a t t e r ,  which i s  probably contemporary with t h e  
main house, has a  c e n t r a l  s tone  chimney w i t h  a  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  b r i ck  s t a c k ,  
a  two-room p lan  wi th  a  c e n t r a l  lobby en t r ance ,  and a  handsome s t a i r  s e t  i n t o  t h e  
r e c e s s  on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  o f  the  chimney from t h e  en t rance .  It i s  an L-plan, 
c l o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  w i t h  a  molded r a i l ,  square newel, and diamond-shaped b a l u s t e r s .  
S t a i r s  of such e l a b o r a t i o n  a r e  r a r e  i n  s l a v e  houses. 

Northeast  of t h e  main house i s  t h e  s t o n e  foundat ion of an e a r l i e r  house which was 
b u i l t  i n  t h e l a t e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  and burned i n  the  l a t e  n ine teen th  century .  The 
foundat ion has s i n c e  been incorpora ted  i n t o  a  swimming pool. 1 

4 

P a r t i a l l y  bordered by t h e  road and t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  E s t o u t e v i l l e ' s  290-acre t r a c t  
of  open, r o l l i n g  farmla'nd provides an e s t a t e - l i k e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  J e f f e r s o n i a n  
dwel l ing .  

GPO 8 9 2  4 5 5  
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8. - SIGNIFICANCE: 

Co les ' s  new house, s i t e d  commandingly overlooking h i s  lands ,  was ready f o r  occupancy 
by 1830. 

E s t o u t e v i l l e  remained i n  t h e  Coles fami ly  u n t i l  1910. It was then purchased by 
M r .  and M r s .  Ve rg i l  Randolph who s o l d  i t  t o  George A .  Randolph s i x  yea r s  l a t e r .  In  
1944, t h e  house wi th  approximately 450 ac res  was purchased by M r .  and M r s .  J. 
Presco t t  Ca r t e r .  A n a t i v e  of  Lynchburg, M r .  Ca r t e r  i s  a descendant of Lady Diana 
Skipwith, g r e a t  aunt  of  S e l i n a  Skipwith Coles.  M r .  Ca r t e r  main ta ins  E s t o u t e v i l l e  
as  a working farm. 
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