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" remains in the early section as it has been redecorated several times.
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CONDITION [} Excellent (X Good .- ] Fair [C] Detsriorated [T] Ruins [] Unexposed
(Check Onej (Chock One)}
X Altered [C] Unoliered 1 Moved K] Original Site

IDESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ﬂOn the exterior, only the north wall remains unobscured by later additions.
'The west wall is covered by the modern clubhouse additions, while the

.Steps_' . ’ : - o R N

‘north. The rural setting of the house has been preserved through the

_octagonal ends, whereas on the building only the modillion cornice does.

Although obscured by later additions, the earliest or pre-Revolutionary
scetion of Farmington i1s still discernable. As originally built it was
a simple two-story, three-bay brick house with a full stone basement.
The house had a side hall plan with the hall across the east end, The
fireplaces for the two rooms on the west were served by two interior

end chimneys. The partition between the two first floor rooms has been
removed, but the original stairway in the southeast corner of the hall
survives. It is difficult to determine what other original woodwork

Jefferson addition is attached ito the east wall. From the earliest times
the south door led onto a long gallery which connected the service wing
to the house. Much of the service wing was substantially rebuilt as a
result of tornado damage suffered in the late 1950's,

Jeffarson's octagonal addition on the east features a two-story tetrastyle
pedimented Tuscan portico across all but the octagonal ends of the addition
facade. There are several discrepancies between Jefferson's drawing for
Farmington and the existing work. Jefferson drew no stone lintels over
the triple-hung windows, nor did he indicate keystones around the circular
windows. Also, Jefferson showed the full entablature extending around the

His proposed broad steps with podiums are substituted by much narrower

.

On the interior, Jefferson planned the addition to be divided into two rooms
of unequal size. In 1818 Judith Cabell Rives, niece of Mrs., George Divers,
paid a visit to Farmington and described the_interior of the addition in
its original form. "The two large rooms he /Divers/ added in front to
gratify the architectural fancy of his friend, Mr. Jefferson, who had
planned them. They were octagonal in form, extending in height through
two stories of the other part of the house; with immense windows and doors
and deep cornices of carved wood, in which hieroglyphical figures of
griffins and other mysterious devices largely predominated.”

In 1852-54, the Jefferson section was greatly altered by the insertion of
an extra floor level, and by the addition of a central hall. Following
the conversion of Farmington into a country club in 1929, the floor was
removed and the entire interior of the addition was made into one large
two-story room. Since that time many extra rooms have been added to the
west end of the house. These additions include a public dining room,
reception room, ballroom and gallery as well as guest rooms above. The
additions are architecturally sympathetic and are only obvious from the

Petertion of -opetiepaces ardund 'it, and from the house fine views of
the ‘countiygideland mountainy dre.still obtainable,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Rl I

The Farmington property was originally included 'in a I753-acre tract

for which Michael Holland of Hanover County received Letters of Patent

in 1744 from George II. In 1758 the land was acquired by Francis.Jerdone
who erected the simple two-story brick farmhouse which serves as the
nucleus of the present clubhouse. The construction date of Jerdone's
house is uncertain, but it is thought that it is prior to 1780. In 1785,
Jerdone sold the property to George Divers, son-in-law of Dr. Thomas
Walker of Castle Hill., In 1802 Divers asked his friend Thomas Jefferson
to design an addition to the original farmhouse. Jefferson's proposals
included not only a large octagonal addition but alterations to the
existing house as well. His original drawings survive in the Massachusett)s
Historical Society and include the elevation of the addition, a plan, and
a drawing identified by Fiske Kimball as a rejected study. From the
description of Farmington in Judith Cabell Rives' autobiography, it is
apparent that the addition was executed basically as planned, but it is
“uncertain to what extent the original house was altered.

According to Kimball, Farmington was built at the point in Jefferson's
architectural career when he had resolved most of the practical and
functional problems of his domestic style and was becoming more
preoccupied with formal design. In the Farmington addition Jefferson
was "pursuing his attempts to canvass the possible combinations of the
octagon with the rectangle, a pursuit which furnished the motives for
so many of his later designs, and of his unidentified studies."

After Divers' death in 1830, Farmington passed to his nephew, Issac White.
Subsequent to White's sale of the property ten years later, Farmington
passed through several owners until 1927, when the last private owner,
Mrs. Maggie L., Wood, sold the house and 305 acres to Farmington
Incorporated., It was then that the property was converted ,into a

country club and that the house received the first of several additions.

Although extensively enlarged, the building retains its octagonal front
addition, designed by Jefferson, and therefore an important survival

of Jefferson's architectural talent:-'Since becoming a country ¢lub,

" Farmington has enjoyed a positicn'of being one of. the most prestigious
clubs of its type in Virginia if not on the Eastern Seaboard.




{ Frary, I. T., Thomas Jefferson, Architect and Builder.
.1 and Massie,
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAHON ‘

NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na'
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Taw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
i.n”thc_,Nntional Repister and cortify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by ihe National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State [ Local (7]

""l"ﬁé 'ré::‘bm mended

Nate

R

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman

Date

TitieVirginia Historic Landmarks Commiﬂsion
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I hereby certify that thxs property is mcluded in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Sy CWhaa Tl LT Ty S Tl *

Date VY

ATTEST: e "

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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[T NAME

common: Farmington

AND/OR HISTORIC: Farmington

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

.7 mi. N of Rt, 250, .9 mi. W of intersection with Rt., 250-29 Bypass.

CITY CR TOWN:

{Charlottesvyille vic.)

STATE: CObE |COUNTY: CODE
Vixginia _ 45 [ _Albemarle 003
[3._MAP REFERENCE R T I N, T
SOURCE:
UaS.GoS. 7.5', quadrangle Charlottesville West, Va.

scALe: 1:24000

DATE:  19K4

(4, REQUIREMENTS . . - .

TO PE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required,
2. North arrow,

3. Letitude and longitude reference.
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common: Farmington
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.7 mi. N of Rt. 250, .9 mi. W of intersection with Rt. 250-29 Bypass,
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FHOTO CREDIT: Virginia State Chamber of Commerce
DATE OF PHOTO: 1962

INEGATIVE FILED AT:
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Virginia State Chamber of Commerce; Richmond, Virginia
DENTIFICATION . T e T T e

DESGRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. / ’

View from the east
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Bt / S U.5.G.S. 74" quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000)
A

“ Charlottesville West, Va. 1964
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