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1. Name 

historic -- ~ O ld M ich ie  ' s  ~ a v e r n  -... ~ p~ ~ 

and or commonMichie Tavern (p re fe r red )  (DHL F i l e  # 02-93) 

2. Location 
street a number Rura l  V i r g i n i a  Route 6, Box 7-A (S ta te  Route 53) N I L  not for ~ublication 

c,ty, Char1 o t t e s v i l  l e  
.- 

X- vicinity of -- ... - 

state V i r g i n i a  code51 code 003 . county A1 bemarl e  

3. Classification 
- - 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
district p u b l i c  X occupied a g r i c u l t u r e  X museum 

L building(s) L private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
s t r u c t u r e  both work in progress - educational private residence 
s i t e  Public Acquisit ion Accessible e n t e r t a i n m e n t  - religious 

X - object . i n  process y e s :  restricted -government - scientific 
_be ing considered - yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

N/A -no ZL military - X other:Resta~rant 

4. Owner of Property 
nrmr M. Joseph Conte 

street 8 number Rura l  V a i n i a  Route 6, Box 7-A 

city,town C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  N I B  vicinity of state V i r g i n i a  22901 

5. Location of Leqal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. O f f i ce  o f  County - Clerk,  Albemarle County Courthouse 
-- 

street a number 1413 East  High S t r e e t  
--- -- - 

citv. town C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  state V i r q i n i a  22901 
-- - - 

6. ~epresentatkn in Existing Surveyssee c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t )  

title HABSI X 
-- - has -- this property been determined -A~--- eligible? y e s  no 

date X 
- federal -- state county local 

-- - . -. - - - - - - - - . - - 

depositary tor survey records L i b r a r y  o f  Congress - -- - -- - 

city,town Washington --- state D - C .  
- . -. . - - - 



Candition Check one Check one 
h - excellent deteriorated unaltered original sate 
- good - ruins z a l l e r e d  

October  1927-January 1928 -F moved date - - ---- -- 

lair - unexposed 
- ~- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

M i c h i e  Tavern i s  l o c a t e d  on S t a t e  Highway 53 i n  A lbemar le  County, V i r g i n i a ,  ap- 
p r o x i m a t e l y  0.5 m i l e s  e a s t  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  and f a c e s  n o r t h .  The 
t a v e r n  was moved i n  October 1927 f rom i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  on Buck Moun ta in  Road t o  
i t s  new s i t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  17 m i l e s  away. The p i e c e s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  were marked. 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  was t o t a l l y  d i s m a n t l e d  and moved t o  t h e  new s i t e ,  and i t s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
was comple ted i n  January 1928. The main s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t a v e r n  i s  an e i g h t e e n t h  cen- 
t u r y  [ c i r c a  1772-73). two s t o r y  wood s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  h a l l - p a r l o r  p lan .  It has a  f u l l  
basement, a  one s t o r y  s h e d - l i k e  p r o j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  south ,  and a  one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  
dormered wing t o  t h e  e a s t .  The t a v e r n  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  s tone founda t ions ,  s tone 
and b r i c k  chimneys, and a  wood s h i n g l e  r o o f .  The w ing  o f  t h e  main s e c t i o n  i s  j o i n e d  
on t h e  e a s t  end, v i a  an enc losed  passage, t o  a  s i n g l e  pen l o g  s t r u c t u r e ,  wh ich was 
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  s i t e  i n  1927. The l o g  pen r e p l a c e s  a  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y  one s t o r y  s h e d - l i k e  a d d i t i o n  t h a t  was n o t  moved t o  t h e  new s i t e .  Also, d u r i n g  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  an u n a t t a c h e d  one s t o r y  s i n g l e  pen l o g  s t r u c t u r e  was l o -  
c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  f e e t  w e s t  o f  t h e  main s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t a v e r n .  I n  1969 t h e  
two s t r u c t u r e s  were p h y s i c a l l y  j o i n e d  when a  one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  dormered frame 
s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  between them. The l o g  pen was enlar .ged i n  1979 w i t h  a  one s t o r y  
frame s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  ( r e a r ) .  The nominated p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  t a v e r n  
and i t s  immediate su r round ings .  No o t h e r  buildings a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  nomina t ion .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The main s e c t i o n  i s  a  two s t o r y ,  s i n g l e  pen s t r u c t u r e ,  t h r e e  bays w ide  w i t h  a  
h a l l - p a r l o r  p l a n .  I t  measures a p p r o x i m a t e l y  28 f e e t  w ide by 45 f e e t  l ong .  A  wood 
sh ing led ,  gab led  r o o f  ex tends  i n  t h e  f r o n t  t o  c r e a t e  a  l o w  p r o f i l e d  upper l e v e l  o f  
a  two s t o r y  porch.  The po rch  i s  suppor ted  by  f i v e  square columns, c r e a t i n g  f o u r r  
equal  bays. The columns have chamfered c o r n e r s  wh ich  end i n  l a m b ' s  tongue c a r v i n g s  
a t  t o p  and bot tom. A  b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  wooden p i c k e t s  spans each bay and t h e  ends on 
t h e  second s t o r y .  A t  the  ground f l o o r  i t  spans t h e  t h r e e  bays t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
e n t r y ,  and f i l l s  t h e  wes t  end o f  t h e  porch.  Photographs t a k e n  i n  t h e  1930 's  show a  
s t a i r  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  wes t  end o f  t h e  po rch  t o  t h e  ground, b u t  t h i s  was removed when 
a  one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  i n f i l l  s e c t i o n  was added i n  t h e  l a t e  1970 's .  E a r l y  pho to -  
graphs, c i r c a  1920, o f  the  t a v e r n  a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  show a  long,  b a c k l e s s  wooden 
bench on t h e  f r o n t  po rch  which was b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e .  
The bench has been r e s t o r e d  and has been d i s p l a y e d  on t h e  po rch  s i n c e  1928. A t  t h e  
t ime  t h e  photographs were taken, t h e  b a l u s t r a d e  on t h e  upper l e v e l  was n o t  v i s i b l e  
and may have been removed by  then.  Because t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  was l e v e l  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  tave rn ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  b a l u s t r a d e  e v e r  e x i s t e d  on t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l .  The 
p r e s e n t  b a l u s t r a d e  i s  a  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n .  The t a v e r n  i s  approached by way 
o f  a  b r i ck -paved  walkway o f  e l o n g a t e d  s t e p s  w h i c h  c u r v e s  upward f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  
day p a r k i n g  l o t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  door  o f  t h e  tave rn .  The l a r g e  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s  f r o m  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  when t h e  t a v e r n  was recon-  
s t r u c t e d .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet  #1) 



- 

9. Major Bibliogra~hical References 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet #15 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
ouadrangle name C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  East, V i r g i n i a  Quadrangle scale m o o 0  -- 
UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet #17 

L is t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N I  A code county N/A code 

state NIA code county N/A code 

11. Form Prenared Bv 

nameititle H. Chr is topher Slusher , P r o j e c t  Manager and Consultant 

organization DePasquale & Associates date March 1986JRevised S g t .  1986 
Post O f f i ce  Box 621 - Slusher Slusher - 8171334-2061 

street & number - 507 East s t reet  - -1 e telephone wR 1 - 41649-71 97 

For th  Worth - Slusher Texas 76101 - Slusher 
city or town Richmond - DePasqual e state v i r a i n i a  73319 - Pas- 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -. state 1 local 

AS the deslgnated State Historic Preservation Officer tor the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 herebv nominate this orooertv tor inclusion in the Natlonai Reaister and certitv that it has been evaluated 
according t i t h e  criteria and'prdced;res set forth by the National P G ~  Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
-- 

H. Bryan M i t c h e l l  , D i r e c t o r  
uue D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date A p r i l  15, 1986 

, - .~ . . . :. . . .  . . .. , " , ... .* 
G-Np~ an&" ., -. , - .  .,&-.-., -... *iL . . , . . .  . l i j ,  *.,. , , .!. .*: ,, . ,  . . : c . - .  . 

.,*,, . - - ' ",, ".?. . . .~. , 

I h+); + r l l t y . t ~ i m b ~ & r f ~  ~.bl~~udeq 1n~9. 
' ' .  _ .  . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of SignificanceCheck and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

1500-1599 -agriculture e c o n o m i c s  l i t e r a t u r e  -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 architecture e d u c a t i o n  - military social1 

1700-1799 
X- art 

engineering - music humanitarian 
- 1800-1899 commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater x- 1900- - communications industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention other (specify) 
- P- 

Specific dates CA. 1772-73 1927-28 BuilderIArchitect u n k ~ ~ , -  
-- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Michie Tavern i s  a  surv& ing  physical  statement o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t he  preservat ion 
movement i n  t he  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t he  twen t ie th  century. The removal f rom the  o r i g i n a l  s i t e ,  
r e l o c a t i o n  and t ransformat ion of t he  tavern  i n t o  a  museum by Mrs. Mark Henderson were 
representa t ive  a t  t he  l o c a l  l e v e l  o f  p reserva t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  were occu r r i ng  across 
the s t a t e  and na t i on  dur ing  the  1920's. Mrs. Henderson's dec i s ion  t o  move the  de te r i o -  
r a t i n g  and remotely loca ted  home o f  a  c o l o n i a l  f i g u r e  from the Revolut ionary War 
per iod speaks o f  t he  p r e v a i l i n g  i n f l uence  i n  p reserva t ion  thought a t  t h a t  t ime. As a  
c o l l e c t o r  o f  c o l o n i a l  ant iques f o r  f i f t e e n  years and an a s t u t e  entrepreneur, she moved 
the tavern  i n  1927-28 from i t s  s i t e  on Buck Mountain Road i n  Albemarle County t o  the  
foo t  o f  Car te r ' s  Mountain on Route 53, j u s t  a  qua r te r  o f  a  m i l e  f rom Mon t i ce l l o  t o  
c a p i t a l i z e  on the busy t o u r i s t  t rade t h a t  was developing around Mon t i ce l l o  and o the r  
homes o f  c o l o n i a l  heroes i n  the Area. 

Michie Tavern i s  the on l y  s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  V i r g i n i a  associated w i t h  W i l l i a m  
Michie, an important  f i g u r e  i n  Albemarle County du r ing  the Revolut ionary War period. 
I t was b u i l t  as a  residence ( c i r c a  1772-1773) and l a t e r  expanded and converted p r i -  
m a r i l y  t o  tavern  use i n  the 1780's. With i t s  expansive porches, spec ia l i zed  taproom 
f o r  dispensing a l c o h o l i c  beverages and formal bal l room f o r  pub1 i c  and soc ia l  
gatherings, i t  i s  representa t ive  o f  a  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t y p i c a l l y  associated 
w i t h  e a r l y  taverns i n  Albemarle County. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Wi l l iam Michie, son of John Michie was borne c. 1749. John Michie wrote h i s  
w i l l  i n  1772 (copies are  ex tan t ) ,  and he d ied i n  1777. The w i l l  prov ides a  poss ib le  
connection between young Wi l l i am and the tavern,  i n  t h a t  i t  s ta tes  t h a t  W i l l i am and 
h i s  brothers, James and P a t r i c k ,  had made "considerable improvements" ( i . e .  b u i l d i n g s )  
t o  lands owned by t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  and t h a t  these improvements o r  t he  monetary value of 
them belonged t o  the sons: 

"...And whereas ni sons James Michie and P a t r i c k  Michie 
and W i  11 iam Michie have made considerable improvements 
on the lands they now occupy which lands a r e  f o r e  de- 
vised, I dec lare  i t  t o  be my w i l l  t h a t  such improve- 
ments s h a l l  n o t  be considered as any p a r t  o f  my es ta te  
bu t  t h a t  on the  d i v i s i o n  o f  t he  s a i d  l and  they s h a l l  be 
valued and the value thereof  pa id  t o  such o f  my sons 
James Michie, P a t r i c k  Michie and W i l l i a m  Michie,  as 
made the  sa id  improvements r e s p e c t i v e l y  by the  person, 
i n t o  whose l o t  the sa id  improvements s h a l l  f a l l .  ..." 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #13) 
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MICHIE TAVERN, ALBEMARLE COUNTY, V I R G I N I A  
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The facade o f  t h e  main two s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  has t h r e e  bays, b u t  i s  asymmet r i ca l  on 
t h e  second l e v e l .  Here, t h r e e  r e g u l a r l y  spaced windows w i t h  n i n e  over  s i x  l i g h t s  a r e  
i n t e r r u p t e d  by  a  s i x  pane l  door w i t h  a  f o u r  l i g h t  transom. T h i s  door  f a l l s  between 
the  m i d d l e  and the  w e s t  window. Below, on the  main  f l o o r ,  t he  door  t o  t h e  e n t r y  
h a l l ,  a l s o  w i t h  a  f o u r  l i g h t  transom, i s  i n  t h e  e a s t  bay. w i t h  two n i n e  o v e r  n i n e  
l i g h t  windows i n  t h e  o t h e r  two bays.  Below t h e  po rch  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  i s  the  e n t r a n c e  
t o  t h e  c e l l a r ,  w i t h  w a l l s  l a i d  up i n  s tone  and mor ta r ,  and whi twashed th roughou t .  I n  
t h e  w a l l  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  ent rance,  a  sma l l  wooden door  w i t h  wrough t  i r o n  s t r a p  
h inges c o v e r s  a  r e c e s s  once i n t e r p r e t e d  as  a  m i l k  cupboard (now used as  a  m a i l b o x ) .  

The two s t o r y  s e c t i o n  has a  f u l l y  exposed b r i c k  chimney l a i d  i n  F lemish  bond on 
t h e  west  end. The f r o n t  facade i s  sheathed i n  t h i n l y  beaded s h i p l a p  s i d i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  
remainder  o f  t h e  s i d i n g  i s  l apped  weatherbroad ing.  The upper  and l o w e r  c e i l i n g s  o f  
the  porches a r e  a l s o  c l a d  i n  t h e  beaded f l u s h  boards.  Wooden s h u t t e r s  w i t h  f i x e d  l o u -  
v e r s  appear o n l y  on t h e  f r o n t  windows o f  t h e  ground f l o o r .  Two s m a l l  f o u r  o v e r  two 
l i g h t ,  doub le  hung windows i n  the  e a s t  g a b l e  end and one i n  t h e  wes t  end g i v e  l i g h t  
and v e n t i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t i c  space, wh ich once served as  s l e e p i n g  rooms f o r  t r a v e l l e r s  
a t  t h e  t a v e r n .  

The r e a r  r o o f  o f  t h e  main  s t r u c t u r e  b r e a k s  a t  t h e  w a l l  l i n e  and ex tends  backward 
t o  c o v e r  a  s h e d - l i k e  a d d i t i o n .  T h i s  room, c a l l e d  t h e  k e e p i n g  h a l l ,  was p a r t  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  was changed somewhat d u r i n g  i t s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Accord ing  t o  
o r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  t h e  chimney was o r i g i n a l l y  a t  t h e  wes t  end o f  t h i s  a d d i t i 0 n . l  How- 
ever,  i t  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s o u t h  ( r e a r )  o u t s i d e  w a l l  i n  t h e  fo rm 
o f  a  l a r g e  cook ing  f i r e p l a c e .  

The wing t o  t h e  e a s t  i s  a  t h r e e  bay, one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  a  one 
s t o r y  s h e d - l i k e  r o o f  r u n n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t ,  f o r m i n g  a  porch.  I t  measures appro- 
x i m a t e l y  30 f e e t  w ide  by  45 f e e t  long.  Two f r o n t  dormers and one r e a r  dormer w i t h  
s i x  o v e r  s i x  l i g h t s  appear t o  have been added a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  
an o r a l  h i s t o r y  g i v e n  i n  J u l y  1984, Mrs. Anna F. B a i l e y ,  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  t a v e r n  as a  
c h i l d ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  room o v e r  t h e  w ing  as  t h e  "da rk  room" w i t h  no sources o f  n a t u r a l  
l i g h t .  Her f a m i l y  used i t  as  a  r o o t  c e l l a r ,  keep ing  canned goods and tuberous  vege- 
t a b l e s  i n  i t, secure f r o m  t h e  l i g h t .  However. Mrs. B a i l e y  s a i d  h e r  f a t h e r  had r e -  
r o o f e d  t h e  t a v e r n  soon a f t e r  t h e i r  moving i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  and she f e l t  t h a t  he 
had removed t h e  dormers  which were i n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  c o n d i t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e r o o f i n g .  
(Mrs. B a i l e y  has a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t a v e r n  was i n  an o v e r a l l  s t a t e  o f  advanced de- 
t e r i o r a t i o n  when t h e y  moved i n t o  i t ) .  A r e f e r e n c e  i n  a  1928 newspaper a r t i c l e  t o  
"The houses w i t h  t h e  dormers and b a l c o n i e s ,  porches and s t o n e  chimneys.. . ." suggests  
t h e y  were r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  move, s i n c e  no o t h e r  dormers appear on 
the b u i l d i n g ,  e x c e p t  those  on t h e  i n f i l l  s e c t i o n  t h a t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  
of 1969. The dormers have f l u s h  s i d i n g  t h a t  r u n s  d i a g o n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  p i t c h  o f  t h e  
r o o f .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet  #2)  
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A photograph r e c e n t l y  d iscovered i n  the Alderman L i b r a r y  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  shows a  r e a r  v iew o f  t he  e a s t  wing o f  the s t r u c t u r e  p r i o r  t o  the move.3 
The photograph i s  taken a t  t he  r e a r  o f  the one-and-a-half s t o r y  e a s t  wing l o o k i n g  
toward t he  two s t o r y  sec t ion .  From the photograph i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h i s  wing was shor- 
tened du r i ng  t h e  recons t ruc t i on .  I t  appears t h e  wing was removed e a s t  o f  t he  chimney 
i n  t he  photo. The square chimney s tack i s  l a i d  i n  common bond w i t h  a  p l a n  two course. 
c o r b e l l e d  cap. The e n t i r e  s tack  p r o j e c t s  through the n o r t h  s lope  o f  t he  r o o f  ad- 
j a c e n t  t o  the r i d g e  l i n e .  Two n ine  over s i x  windows and a  smal l  r e c t a n g u l a r  window 
i n  t he  gable occupy the narrow e a s t  end w a l l .  The end o f  a  shed r o o f  porch  a long  
the n o r t h  w a l l  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t he  photograph, w i t h  the weatherboard o f  the e a s t  wa l l  
of t he  b u i l d i n g  ex tend ing  on to  the porch forming an enclosed end w a l l .  The wing i s  
supported on a  r u b b l e  stone foundat ion.  

The wing eas t  o f  the p resent  stone chimney i s  apparen t l y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  which was 
n o t  moved t o  t he  s i t e  and was i ns tead  rep laced by the p resent  l o g  s t r u c t u r e .  

The most impo r tan t  f e a t u r e  o f  t he  wing i s  the smal l ,  enclosed bar,  o r  tap room, 
a t  the e a s t  end o f  the porch. The ba r  i s  b u i l t  under the porch roo f ,  w i t h  i t s  f l o o r  
l e v e l  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t he  porch, which i s  two s teps down from the  main f l o o r  o f  the 
house. The ba r  i s  sheathed o u t s i d e  w i t h  boards s i m i l a r  t o  the s h i p l a p  s i d i n g  found 
on the f r o n t  o f  t he  main two s t o r y  sec t ion .  T h i s  s i d i n g  a l s o  con t inues  across t he  
f r o n t  o f  the one-and-a-half s t o r y  wing. I ns ide ,  t he  w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and have 
she l v i ng  on t h ree  s ides.  There a re  openings t o  a l l  f o u r  s ides.  A smal l  s i x  l i g h t  
casement window w i t h  s h u t t e r s  i s  on the n o r t h  facade. An even smal le r  opening w i t h  a  
s o l i d  wooden s h u t t e r  on t he  e a s t  end a l lowed the d ispens ing  o f  s p i r i t s  t o  the r e a r  o f  
the b u i l d i n g .  A wide, drop l e a f  door w i t h  l a r g e  metal  s t r a p  hinges on t he  west s i de  
p rov ides  access from the  porch, w h i l e  a  dutch door se rv i ces  t he  i n s i d e  room. A l a rge ,  
f u l l y  exposed, coursed s tone chimney i s  a t  the e a s t  end o f  the wing. A covered 
passageway between the wing and the a d j o i n i n g  l o g  pen enc loses the chimney below the  
s tack.  Because the s i t e  s lopes u p h i l l  behind the s t r u c t u r e  ( r a t h e r  than downh i l l ,  as 
the o r i g i n a l  s i t e ) ,  a  paved L-shaped walkway e x i s t s  a t  t h e  r e a r  (on  t he  south s i de )  
between the  wing and the  keeping h a l l ,  i ns tead  o f  t he  rough, uncovered wooden porch 
which was descr ibed  by Mrs. B a i l e y  as e x i s t i n g  p r i o r  t o  t he  move. 

Cont inu ing  t h e  r o o f l i n e  t o  the e a s t  i s  an approx imate ly  16 f e e t  square, s i n g l e  
pen l o g  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a s tone chimney. The l o g  s t r u c t u r e  has a  wood sh ing le  r o o f .  
and i s  trimmed w i t h  p l a i n  rec tangu la r  corner  boards and reve rse  sca l loped eave and 
gable end boards. A smal l  porch covers the ba t tened e n t r y  door i n t o  a  passageway. 
where e n t r y  i n t o  t he  pen i s  gained o f f  t he  passage through a  door w i t h  c ross  ba t tens .  
The l o g  s t r u c t u r e  was moved t o  t he  s i t e  i n  1927 a long  w i t h  t he  tavern. I n  t h e  l a t e  
19601s, a  meta l  s p i r a l  s t a i r  f o r  access t o  t he  second f l o o r  o f  t he  l o g  s e c t i o n  was 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  the passageway and rep laced  the  e a r l i e r  wooden s t a i r .  

(See Cont inua t ion  Sheet # 3 )  
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The l o g  s t r u c t u r e  approx imate ly  30 f e e t  west o f  the o r i g i n a l  tavern  was a l s o  
moved t o  the  s i t e  a t  the  t ime o f  the recons t ruc t i on .  I t  i s  n o t  known whether t h i s  l o g  
b u i l d i n g ,  o r  the  o the r  one p r e v i o u s l y  discussed, belonged t o  the o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  Th is  
b u i l d i n g ,  a l s o  a  s i n g l e  pen and approx imate ly  16 f e e t  by 32 fee t ,  was i n i t i a l l y  i n -  
t e rp re ted  as detached s lave  quar te rs .  

I n  1969, t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was converted t o  a  d i n i n g  room f o r  a  r e s t a u r a n t  and has 
been used as such ever  s ince.  S i m i l a r  t o  the  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  on the  eas t  end, i t  a l s o  
has reverse  scal loped eave and gable end boards, f i x e d  l ouve r  s h u t t e r s  w i t h  s i x  over 
s i x  l i g h t  windows, and a  s ing le ,  l a r g e  stone chimney a t  the west end. En t r y  a t  the  
f r o n t  i s  gained through a  door on the e a s t  s ide. Th i s  s t r u c t u r e  was enlarged by 
modern a d d i t i o n s  as the  r e s t a u r a n t  ope ra t i on  grew, b u t  these a d d i t i o n s  remain, f o r  
the  most p a r t ,  up the  h i l l  behind the s t ruc tu re ,  hidden from view. They c o n s i s t  o f  
a  shed- l i ke  frame a d d i t i o n  t h a t  houses the k i tchen,  and a  s i n g l e  s t o r y  frame s t r u c t u r e  
t h a t  i s  used f o r  d in ing .  

Also i n  1969, when the d i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  was be ing  es tab l i shed,  the  l o g  pen was 
p h y s i c a l l y  connected t o  t h e  main s t r u c t u r e  when a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  wood frame 
i n f i l l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  dormers was added t o  house a d d i t i o n a l  d in ing ,  w i t h  o f f i c e  f a c i -  
l i t i e s  on the  second f l o o r .  The s t y l e  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  r e c a l l s  t h a t  of t h e  adjacent,  
h i s t o r i c  s t ruc tu res ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  h i s t o r i c  molding p r o f i l e s  and o ther  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
elements, such as dormers, mul t i -paned windows, and mul t i -pane led  doors, which are  
found i n  those b u i l d i n g s .  While t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  a d j o i n i n g  the tavern, i t  
does n o t  p rov ide  access from the  r e s t a u r a n t  t o  the h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the tavern  has remained much the  same s ince  i t  was recons t ruc-  
ted  i n  1928. Throughout are wide, random w id th  p ine  f l oo rboa rds  and rough ly  t ex tu red  
p las te red  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s .  I n  a l l  rooms the  p a i n t  c o l o r s  remain f a i t h f u l  t o  the  
1928 c o l o r  scheme, e s p e c i a l l y  the  woodwork, which i s  pa in ted  w i t h  "ant iqued" p a i n t  
c o l o r s .  

The entrance i n t o  the  s ide  h a l l  i s  through the  door i n  the  l e f t  bay. The door 
has s i x  ra ised ,  rec tangu la r  panels, and has a  box lock .  The door and four l i g h t  
transom above appear t o  be i d e n t i c a l  t o  those shown i n  t h e  e a r l y  photographs o f  the 
b u i l d i n g  p r i o r  t o  the move. The hal lway i s  rec tangu la r ,  runn ing  the  f u l l  depth o f  
the b u i l d i n g .  A t  the  r e a r  l e f t  corner,  a  s t a i r  w i t h  winders t o  t h e  second f l o o r  i s  
p a r t i a l l y  enclosed above the winders and has a  r a i s e d  panel wainscot a long the  ou ts ide  
wa l ls .  The wainscot  i s  punctuated a t  the  top and bottom o f  each r u n  w i t h  engaged. 
rec tangu la r  newels t h a t  have f l u t i n g  and simple, moulded caps. A ba lus t rade o f  
turned, wooden b a l u s t e r s  and newels i s  a long the  open, i n s i d e  corner  and extends up 
the s t a i r  t o  the second f l o o r .  The paneled wainscot, capped w i t h  a  simple, moulded 
c h a i r  r a i l ,  cont inues throughout  the hal lway. Four r a i s e d  panel doors s i m i l a r  t o  the  
e n t r y  door lead  t o  o the r  rooms o f f  the h a l l :  one through the  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  leads to  
the west p a r l o r ,  one on the  l e f t  wa l l  leads t o  a  room i n  the  e a s t  wing, one t o  the  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet # 4 )  
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r i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a i r  on t h e  r e a r  w a l l  l eads  t o  t h e  keep ing  h a l l ,  and one under t h e  
s t a i r  l e a d s  t o  t h e  c e l l a r .  The mould ings a t  doorways a r e  made up o f  a  p l a s t e r  mould- 
i n g  w i t h  a  f i l l e t ,  ovo lo ,  and f i l l e t ,  wh ich i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  wide, beaded board.  
Hardware on doors  i n c l u d e  H-L hinges,  and wrought  i r o n  l a t c h e s  and p u l l s  w i t h  e l a -  
b o r a t e  e s c u t c h i o n s .  

The p a r l o r  t o  the  r i g h t  o f  t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  i s  two bays wide w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e  a t  
t h e  west  gab le  end. Windows w i t h  n i n e  o v e r  n i n e  l i g h t s  f l a n k  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  on each 
s i d e .  The woodwork i n  the  room i s  Federa l ,  d a t i n g  f rom c.  1790-1820. The mantel  
has e l a b o r a t e  gouged d e t a i l i n g ,  and a  s imp le  bead surround. The f i r e b o x  opening i s  
f l a n k e d  by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  beaded edges. The f l u t e s  t e r m i n a t e  a t  t h e  t o p  
w i t h  gouged c i r c l e s .  The f r i e z e  i s  f l u t e d  i n  t h e  same manner as t h e  p i l a s t e r s .  
B locks w i t 1 1  a  s c o t i a - l i k e  p r o f i l e  ex tend  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  up t h r o u g h  t h e  f r i e z e .  The 
e n t a b l a t u r e  r e s t s  on a  mou ld ing  made up o f  a  c a v e t t o ,  bead, f i l l e t ,  bead and f i l l e t .  
A s e r i e s  o f  mou ld ings  make up a  bed mou ld ing  above; a  smal l  f i l l e t ,  bead, and cyma 
a r e  surmounted by two a l t e r n a t i n g  rows o f  d e n t i l s ,  wh ich a r e  decora ted  w i t h  gouges on 
the  s ides,  and a  c i r c l e  i n  the  c e n t e r  o f  each, The f i l l e t ,  and bead a r e  repea ted  i n  
l a r g e r  form under t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  mantel  s h e l f .  The p lane  o f  the  s h e l f  above b reaks  
forward a t  each end, p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  appearance o f  h igh,  f l a r e d  c a p i t a l s .  The s h e l f  
mould ing i s  a n o t h e r  f i l l e t  and bead surmounted by a  cyma, and topped by a  wide f i l l e t  
A f l u t e d  t a b l e t  i s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  f r i e z e .  The s h e l f  above b reaks  f o r w a r d  t o  
a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n .  Raised panel  w a i n s c o t i n g  ex tends  f rom t h e  f l o o r  up t o  t h e  
windows, where i t  i s  capped by t h e  c h a i r  r a i l ,  wh ich a l s o  becomes t h e  window s i l l .  
The r a i l  i s  made up o f  a  s i n g l e  row o f  gouged d e n t i l s ,  surmounted by a  s e r i e s  o f  
moulded p r o f i l e s .  Window and door sur rounds have cyma r e v e r s a  mould ings on a  wide 
beaded board.  A beaded p i c t u r e  r a i l  ex tends  around t h e  room and i s  broken above the  
mante l .  The two windows on t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  have shouldered sur rounds above t h e  p i c -  
t u r e  r a i  1  . 

The keeping h a l l  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  the  r e a r  o f  t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  and t h e  wes t  p a r l o r  
and i s  a  long ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  room. The f i r e p l a c e  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  was l o c a t e d  a t  the  
west  end o f  the  room was r e b u i l t  as  a  cook ing  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  back, 
o r  south, w a l l .  A p a i r  o f  double  hung windows was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  w a l l  where t h e  
o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e  was l o c a t e d .  Small f o u r  o v e r  two l i g h t  windows f l a n k  t h e  cook ing  
f i r e p l a c e  on each s i d e .  The e a s t  end w a l l  c o n t a i n s  a  l a r g e ,  s i x  panel  door w i t h  a  
f o u r  l i g h t  transom above, which l e a d s  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  Beaded r a f t e r s  and c o l l a r s  
a r e  exposed i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  above, b u t  t h e  i n t e r s t i c e s  a r e  recessed and f i l l e d  w i t h  
p l a s t e r .  The b r e a s t  t i m e r s  around t h e  b r i c k  f i r e p l a c e  a r e  exposed and span some 15 
f e e t  i n  l e n g t h .  Wa insco t ing  around t h e  room i s  made up o f  w ide (12"+),  beaded, h o r i -  
z o n t a l  boards, capped w i t h  a  f l a t  p iece  o f  wood w i t h  a  grooved edge. Board s h e l v i n g  
w i t h  cu rved  wooden b racke ts ,  and b u i l t - i n  cupboards w i t h  r a i s e d  panel  doors,  H Hinges 
and wooden knobs, e x h i b i t  a  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c o l o n i a l  a r t i f a c t s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  and s e r v i n g  o f  food and d r i n k .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #5) 
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The room t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h e  
e a s t  gab le  end. Two n i n e  over  s i x  l i g h t  windows a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  
w a l l s .  The photograph o f  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h i s  w ing i n d i c a t e s  t h e  eas te rnmos t  window i n  
the  sou th  w a l l  was a  door opening p r i o r  t o  t h e  move and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A  door a t  
t h e  end o f  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  opens t o  t h e  barroom b u i l t  o n t o  t h e  f r o n t  po rch  o u t s i d e .  
The door appears t o  be a  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n ,  o r i g i n a l l y  hav ing  two l o n g ,  v e r t i c a l  pane ls  
w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  mould ings.  The door was c u t  i n  h a l f  t o  c r e a t e  a  d u t c h  door, w i t h  
a  new bo t tom r a i l  s p l i c e d  o n t o  t h e  upper p o r t i o n .  A s h e l f  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  lower  
p o r t i o n ,  and t h e  door c a r r i e s  a thumb l a t c h  and H-L h inges.  A  door t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
the  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  opens t o  t h e  covered passageway a t  t h e  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  
on t h e  e a s t  end o f  t h e  complex. The door i s  s i x  p a n e l l e d  w i t h  H-L h inges and a  box 
l o c k .  Door and window sur rounds a r e  made up o f  a  f i l l e t ,  ovo lo ,  and f i l l e t  on a  
wide beaded board.  

The f i r e p l a c e  mante l  has a  moulded sur round around t h e  f i r e b o x .  Above each s i d e  
o f  the  surround, t h e  f r i e z e  has a  p l a i n  b l o c k ,  topped w i t h  a  mou ld ing  o f  a  f i l l e t ,  
bead and c a v e t t o .  The bed mou ld ing  below t h e  s h e l f  i s  comprised o f  a  double  f i l l e t ,  
bead, f i l l e t ,  ovo lo ,  and f i l l e t .  The s h e l f  p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y ,  w i t h  i t s  p l a n e  broken 
fo rward  over  t h e  b l o c k s  i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  The room has w a i n s c o t i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  
the  keep ing  h a l l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  s imple ,  moulded c h a i r  r a i l .  A beaded p i c t u r e  r a i l  
r u n s  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  w a l l s .  The beaded c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  a r e  exposed, a l t h o u g h  
f a i n t  p l a s t e r  marks show t h a t  they  were once covered, and the  i n t e r s t i c e s  a r e  r e -  
cessed and have p l a s t e r  i n f i l l .  

A t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a i r s  on t h e  second f l o o r ,  a  b a l u s t r a d e  o f  t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  
and a  h a n d r a i l ,  and a  t u r n e d  newel serve a s  a  screen t o  t h e  ba l l room,  wh ich  i s  l o -  
ca ted  over  t h e  west  p a r l o r  below. Accord ing  t o  Mrs. B a i l e y ' s  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  
s t a i r  was o r i g i n a l l y  enc losed  on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s ,  and t h e  w a l l  extended 
a t  the  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a i r  toward t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  as a  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  t o  enc lose  t h e  
l a n d i n g .  A  door t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  l e d  i n t o  t h e  ba l l room.  Once i n s i d e  t h e  b a l l -  
room, the  s t a i r  then  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h e  a t t i c  w i t h  an i d e n t i c a l  run ,  w i t h  winders,  b u t  
was open, w i t h  a  b a l u s t r a d e .  T h i s  b a l u s t r a d e  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  same one we now see 
r e l o c a t e d  one s t o r y  below, i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l .  A  b u i l t - i n  cupboard on 
t h e  l a n d i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  the  s t a i r  c o n t a i n s  a  f o l d i n g  r o p e  bed, an e a r l y  v e r s i o n  o f  
t h e  Murphy bed, b u t  i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  t a v e r n .  The bedding has s i n c e  been r e -  
moved, b u t  t h e  rope  and wood frame remain.  The b a l l r o o m  i s  a  long,  r e c t a n g u l a r  room 
w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h e  west  g a b l e  end. The woodwork i s  a  m i x t u r e  o f  s t y l e s ,  some 
o f  i n d e t e r m i n a t e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  p redomina te ly  F e d e r a l .  Three n i n e  o v e r  s i x  l i g h t  w in-  
dows a r e  spaced e v e n l y  ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l .  A s i x  panel  door w i t h  a  f o u r  l i g h t  
transom g i v e s  access t o  t h e  second s t o r y  porch. The door has H-L h inges  and a  box 
l o c k .  Two casement windows w i t h  15 l i g h t s  f l a n k  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  on each s i d e .  The 
mould ings on the  sur rounds o f  these windows a r e  a  f i l l e t ,  ovo lo ,  and f i l l e t  on a  wide 
hoard, and do n o t  match t h a t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  windows and door on t h e  n o r t h  w a l l ,  wh ich 
a r e  f i l l e t ,  cyma, and f i l l e t  on double  l a y e r s  o f  w ide beaded boards.  The l a t t e r  
appear t o  be e a r l i e r  i n  date.  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #6 )  
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The mante l  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p a r l o r  below. F l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k  t h e  
f i r e b o x  on each s i d e  and a r e  capped w i t h  doub le  bands o f  bead and wide f i l l e t .  These 
a r e  topped w i t h  a  cyma r e v e r s a  and wide f i l l e t .  The f l u t e d  f r i e z e  o f  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  
t e r m i n a t e s  a t  each end w i t h  b l o c k s  wh ich  have a  c a v e t t o - l i k e  p r o f i l e .  A bed mould 
made up o f  a  smal l  cyma r e v e r s a  and f i l l e t  i s  surmounted by  a  gouged Greek f r e t  and 
f o l l o w e d  by  a  f i l l e t  and cyma r e v e r s a .  The s h e l f  i s  moulded a t  t h e  edges w i t h  a  
f i l l e t ,  a s t r a g a l  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  ganged beads and a  bead run,  cyma r e c t a ,  
and f i l l e t .  A rough, square edged b o a r d  caps t h e  o r i g i n a l  s h e l f  and appears  t o  be a  
l a t e r  a d d i t i o n .  A  r a i s e d  pane l  w a i n s c o t i n g  i s  topped by  a  p r o j e c t i n g  p l a i n  f i l l e t .  
A beaded p i c t u r e  r a i l  i s  broken a t  t h e  w e s t  g a b l e  end w a l l  o v e r  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  Two 
n i c h e s  w i t h  s h e l v i n g  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  above t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  a r e  each f i t t e d  w i t h  two 
r a i s e d  panel  doors .  The t o p  pane l  o f  each door  has a  r o u n d  head, w h i l e  t h e  bo t tom 
panel  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r .  The doors  have p i n t e l  h inges  and wooden knobs. The sur rounds 
a re  shou ldered,  and have a  p l a s t e r  mould s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  open ings  i n  t h e  n o r t h  
w a l l .  A f l u t e d  f r i e z e  surmounts t h e  surround, f o l l o w e d  by  c o r n i c e  mou ld ings  o f  a  cyma 
and a  row o f  d e n t i l s  w i t h  sma l l  gouged c i r c l e s  above t h e  i n t e r s t i c e s ,  capped w i t h  a  
l a r g e  c a v e t t o  wh ich  touches  t h e  c e i l i n g .  

The e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  b a l l r o o m  shows a  recessed t r i a n g u l a r  o u t l i n e d  o f  the  r o o f -  
l i n e  o f  t h e  one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  w ing beyond. The door  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g  l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  
room under t h e  r o o f l i n e ,  w i t h  two dormers on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  and one on t h e  south .  As 
no ted  e a r l i e r ,  t hese  do n o t  appear t o  be o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  They may have been 
b u i l t  w i t h i n  framed openings f o r  dormers t h a t  were removed due t o  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and 
covered w i t h  r o o f i n g .  The w a l l s ,  c e i l i n g .  and dormer a l c o v e s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d ,  w i t h  a  
p l a i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  baseboard as  t h e  o n l y  woodwork. The f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h e  e a s t  gab le  
end has been c l o s e d  and t h e  mante l  and h e a r t h  removed. 

The i n t e r i o r s  o f  t h e  two a d j o i n i n g  l o g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  as  w e l l  as t h a t  o f  t h e  l a t e  
1970 's  one-and-a-ha l f  s t o r y  connec to r ,  a r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ,  a r e  u t i l i t a r i a n  i n  n a t u r e ,  and a r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e g r i t y  
o f  t h e  t a v e r n .  I n  1969, a  m e t a l  s p i r a l  s t a i r  f o r  access t o  t h e  second f l o o r  o f  t h e  
e a s t  l o g  pen was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  covered passageway. The e a s t  l o g  pen i s  now t h e  
p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  owner, and t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  and museum a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e s  have been moved t o  t h e  newer one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  connec to r  i m m e d i a t e l y  wes t  
o f  t h e  main  two s t o r y  s e c t i o n .  

The c e l l a r  o f  t h e  two s t o r y  s e c t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  has a  g i f t  shop i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  under 
the  po rch  and p a r l o r .  A room under t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1969 t o  h o l d  
wooden b a r r e l s  and o t h e r  a r t i f a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t o r i n g  and d i s p e n s i n g  o f  
a l c o h o l i c  beverages.  

6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Survey F i l e  # 02-93 

1968 S t a t e  
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r q i n i a  23219 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet  #7)  
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FOOTNOTES 

1 
Dav is ,  B e r n i c e  "Remembrances o f  M i c h i e ' s  O l d  Tavern." typed, unpub l i shed  copy 

o f  an o r a l  h i s t o r y  g i v e n  a f t e r  1945 by  B. Dav is ,  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  papers  on 
t h e  t a v e r n  a t  t h e  A lbemar le  County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  V i r g i n i a ;  
and f rom i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  b y  Mrs. Anna F r a n c i s  B a i l e y .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .  
i r t  an o r a l  i n t e r v i e w  conducted by  C y n t h i a  F1. Conte and H.  C h r i s t o p h e r  S lus l )e r ,  ,Ilrly . -.\ 4 ,,>.. .. . . i : ~  : h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  V i r g i n i a .  

2  
" M i c h i e  Tavern has been moved near  M o n t i c e l l o . "  D a i l e y  Progress ( C h a r l o t t e s -  

v i l l e .  V i r g i n i a ) ,  January  14. 1928. pp. 1, 2 and 12. 

3 
M i l t o n ,  V e s t a l  Thomas. L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r .  V i s i t  Magazine, November 1953, 
12. 13. 
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M i c h i e  Tavern was o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  on Buck Mounta in  Road, one o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
roads  t o  be opened th rough  t h e  coun ty  (c .  1750).  It was used e x t e n s i v e l y  by  l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  t r a v e l s  t o  t h e  coun ty  sea ts  o f  government, as w e l l  as by those 
moving westward th rough  R o c k f i s h  Gap i n t o  t h e  Shenandoah V a l l e y  o f  V i r g i n i a . 2  The 
t a v e r n  was s i t u a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8  t o  10 m i l e s  e a s t - n o r t h e a s t  o f  W h i t e h a l l  a l o n g  
Route 665, which f o l l o w s  t h e  same r o u t e  as Buck Mountain Road. 

It i s  know t h a t  W i l l i a m  served as " C o r p r i l "  i n  Cap ta in  M u r r y ' s  F i r s t  A r t i l l e r y  
Regiment, V i r g i n i a  C o n t i n e n t a l  Troops and was a t  w i n t e r  camp i n  V a l l e y  Forge i n  1777 
and 1778, t h e  p e r i o d  immed ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death.3 No th ing  e l s e  i s  known 
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  between 1772, t h e  year  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  w i l l  and 1784. t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  
l i c e n s e  t o  opera te  t h e  t a v e r n .  However, even though W i l l i a m  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t i t l e  t o  
t h e  l a n d  on which h i s  improvements s t o o d  u n t i l  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death,  he would  have been 
a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  l a n d  as he was do ing  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  w i l l .  The war 
o b v i o u s l y  c r e a t e d  a  h i a t u s  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e  f i r s t  ment ion t h e r e a f t e r  o f  any 
a c t i v i t y  by  W i l l i a m  i s  i n  1784. Thus, i t  seems reasonable  t o  p l a c e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  t a v e r n  a t  c. 1772-1773, c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  " improvements" 
i n  John M i c h i e ' s  w i l l .  T h i s  da te  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  b u t  one e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h i s  seems 
unsuppor tab le .  

W i l l i a m  M i c h i e  s igned  A lbemar le ' s  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Independence i n  1779.4 It 
may have been t h e  i n t e n t  o f  those who s igned  t h i s  document t o  h e l p  r e v i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
the  American R e v o l u t i o n  a t  a  t i m e  when l o c a l  enthusiasum f o r  t h e  war may have been 
d e c l i n i n g .  

On November 11, 1784, W i l l i a m  M i c h i e  a p p l i e d  f o r  and r e c e i v e d  a  l i c e n s e  t o  oper-  
a t e  an o r d i n a r y  " a t  h i s  house f o r  t w e l v e  months on h i s  g i v i n g  s e c u r i t y  whereupon he 
w i t h  Bl~..d B a l l a r d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  and acknowledged t h e i r  bond agreeab le  t o  l a w  accor -  
d i n g l y .  It i s  p robab le  t h a t  M i c h i e  en la rged  and /o r  remodeled h i s  home c. 1784 t o  
accommodate t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  tavern ,  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  house h i s  f a m i l y  the re .  
No f u r t h e r  men t ion  o f  B land B a l l a r d  has been found, so i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  determine 
whether B a l l a r d  was a  p a r t n e r ,  o r  was a  l e s s e e  t o  Mich ie ,  managing t h e  t a v e r n  w i t h o u t  
M i c h i e ' s  i nvo lvement .  

M i c h i e  Tavern i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  v e r n a c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  as-  
s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a r l y  t a v e r n s  i n  A lbemar le  County. A comparison o f  t h e  p l a n  o f  M i c h i e  
Tavern t o  drawings on e i g h t e e n  Mutua l  Assurance S o c i e t y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  i s s u e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f o r  t a v e r n s  i n  A lbemar le  County 
shows t h a t  i t  i s  a  t y p i c a l  p l a n  f o r  t a v e r n s  o f  the  per iod.6 The p l a n  i s  t h a t  o f  a  
b a s i c  house which, th rough  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  porches, g a l l e r i e s  and s h e d - l i k e  a d d i t i o n s ,  
was expanded t o  accommodate the  t a v e r n  f u n c t i o n s .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #9)  
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O f  the f i f t e e n  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  i d e n t i f i e d  as r e l a t i n g  t o  taverns  i n  t h e  Albemarle 
County Survey and Inventory ,  conducted by the V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks,Commission, 
the cons t ruc t i on  of f i v e  o f  the taverns da te  from t h e  e igh teen th  century.  M ich ie  
Tavern i s  one o f  the f i v e .  Also, o f  the  f i f t e e n  s i t e s  i d e n t i f i e d  as taverns o r  inns.  
M ich ie  Tavern, was the  on l y  one be ing  used o r  i n t e r p r e t e d  as a  tavern.  I n  f a c t ,  many 
o f  the B u i l d i n g s  had e i t h e r  been a l t e r e d  and converted t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  o the r  use, 
o r  had been destroyed. 

W i l l i a m  Mich ie  was q a g i s t r a t e  o f  Albemarle County i n  1791.' I n  1803 he served 
as S h e r i f f  o f  Albemarle. 

W i l l i a m  and Rober t  M ich ie  were two o f  the f i r s t  Vestrymen i n  F r e d e r i c k s v i l l e  
Pa r i sh  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  fo rmat '  n. T h i s  p a r i s h  i nc luded  most o f  Louisa County and 
the nor thern  h a l f  o f  Albemarle. \'a 

The w i l l  o f  W i l l i a m  M ich ie  (Sr . )  was dated January 18, 1808 and he d i e d  i n  1811 
While the  c o u r t  o rder  books had no ment ion o f  h i s  ope ra t i ng  a  t ave rn  du r i ng  these 
l a t e r  years,  there  i s  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  cont inued use o f  the p rope r t y  f o r  t h a t  purpose 
as l a t e  as 1820: 

" I n  1820 t h i r t e e n  annual tavern  l i c e n s e s  were 
i ssued  by the  l o c a l  c o u r t  ... Among those secur ing  
t ave rn  l i c e n s e s  were Nathanie l  Burn ley  o f  Stony 
Po in t ,  W i l l i a m  Brown o f  Warren, Mered i th  W. D. 
Jones, whose f a c i l i t y  was e n t e r  i n  c o u r t  records  
as be ing  a t  M i c h i e ' s  p lace  .... ,! 71 

An unusual f e a t u r e  o f  the  tavern, the smal l  e x t e r i o r  tap  room, w i t h  i t s  a b i l i t y  
t o  serve i n  t h ree  d i r e c t i o n s ,  i s  an impo r tan t  phys ica l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  laws r e g u l a t i n g  
the tavern  i n d u s t r y .  I n  the seventeenth and e igh teen th  cen tu r ies ,  t h e r e  were s t r i c t  
laws d e f i n i n g  who cou ld  be served a t  taverns.  C e r t a i n  people, i n c l u d i n g  b lacks.  
Ind ians,  servants,  appren t i ces  and seamen, were forebidden t o  use o r  f r e q  t taverns,  
so t h a t  s o c i a l  o rde r  i n  the surrounding community would n o t  be d i s r u p  ed."At times, 
l e t t e r s  o f  permiss ion would a l l o w  some of those people t o  be served. 15 

Also, i t  was a  common p r a c t i c e  t o  exclude o r  l i m i t  se rv i ce  t o  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s .  
Taverns, i n n s  and o r d i n a r i e s  were gene ra l l y  conceived as e x i s t i n g  f o r  " t h e  Receipt,  
R e l i e f  and l o d g i n  o f  T r a v e l l e r s  and Strangers, and the Refreshment o f  persons upon 
l a w f u l  business. ,814 

However, the laws govern ing taverns d i f f e r e d  from l o c a l e  t o  l o c a l e .  I n  the 
l a t e  1600's the  Massachusetts co lony passed a  l aw  which l i c e n s e d  tavern  keepers t o  
s e l l  l i q u o r  " o u t  o f  doors" t o  c i t i z e n s .  Whi le i n  Maryland laws were passed which 
"encouraged tavern  keeping f o r  the en te r ta inment  o f  a l l  persons as w e l l  s t rangers  as 

(See Cont inua t ion  Sheet # l o )  
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others .15 On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  Morav ian community, founded i n  1 7 6 f 6 i n  Salem, N o r t h  
Caro l ine ,  a l l o w e d  o n l y  t r a v e l l e r s  t o  be se rved  a t  t h e  l o c a l  tave rn .  

Thus, t h e  o u t s i d e  d i s p e n s i n g  room a t  M i c h i e  Tavern i s  an unusual  and i m p o r t a n t  
f e a t u r e  which a l l o w e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  b a r  room, t o  those under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  the  l o n g  f r o n t  porch, as  w e l l  as  t o  those  who, f o r  some reason, had t o  be served 
f rom t h e  smal l ,  v e r t i c a l l y  s l i d i n g  s h u t t e r  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  t h e  smal l  
room. I t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  smal l  s h u t t e r  c o u l d  have been used t o  pass f r e s h  
s t o c k  th rough  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  s e r v i n g  room, which had no door t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  

Newspaper a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  removal a t t e s t  t o  the  
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  was d e v e l o p i n g  i n  Albemarle County f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a n t i -  
q u i t i e s ,  as  w e l l  as  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  s h r i n e s .  The a t t e m p t s  t o  p reserve  
and r e s t o r e  J e f f e r s o n ' s  M o n t i c e l l o  as  a  s h r i n e  were a t  t h e  apex o f  t h e  l o c a l  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  1920 's .  Wh i le  most o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and money f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  came f rom 
t h e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Memorial  Foundat ion,  headquar tered i n  New York C i t y ,  severa l  
deve lop ing  t r e n d s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  apg s t a t e  l e v e l  a l s o  p layed  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  i t s  
success as a  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  A survey o f  t h e  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  D a i l y  Progress f rom 
December 1926 t o  June 1928 shows t h a t  a r t i c l e s  and events  about  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  were i n  t h e  paper d a i l y  o r  weekly.  More than 65 a r t i c l e s  on p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  
h i s t o r y  and t o u r i s m  appeared d u r i n g  t h i s  period.18 N a t i o n a l  Geographic p u b l i s h e d  ano- 
t h e r  ma jo r  a r t i c l e  on V i r g i n i a  i n  1929, e n t i t l e d  " J e f f e r s o n ' s  L i t t l e  Mountain," de- 
t a i l i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  r e v i v e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and t o  p r e s e r v e  
h i s  home as an h i s t o r i c  sh r ine .19  

Promot ion o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y  and h e r i t a g e  as a  p a r t  o f  t h e  new i n d u s t r y  o f  
t o u r i s m  was a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  formed t h e  b a s i s  o f  
Mrs. Henderson's d e c i s i o n  t o  move M i c h i e  Tavern. From t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  
th rough  research,  i t  i s  l e a r  t h a t  Mrs. Henderson was a  c o l l e c t o r  o f  c o l o n i a l  t a v e r n  
a n t i q u e s  and a r t i f a c t s . "  Also,  i t  was her  s t a t e d  purpose t o  e x h i b i t  them i n  an appro- 
p r i a t e  s e t t i n g ,  i.e.. an h i s t o r i c  t a v e r n  s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h a t  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  most people,  should  be l o c a t e d  a l o n g  a  p o p u l a r  and w e l l  t r a v e l l e d  
road. I t  i s  a  tes tament  t o  Mrs. Henderson's e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  sense t h a t  she chose t o  
r e l o c a t e  t h e  t a v e r n  a l o n g  t h e  w e l l  t r a v e l l e d  r o a d  t o  M o n t i c e l l o ,  wh ich  was q u i c k l y  
becoming one o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p r e m i e r  h i s t o r i c  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s .  Whether she i n -  
tended t h e  t a v e r n  t o  be more than a  museum, e.g.. a  commercial a n t i q u e  shop and/or  
a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  canno t  be determined from t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e .  Photo- 
graphs f rom an October 1928 Times-Dispatch a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t a v e r n  i s  p r e s e n t l y  
f u r n i s h e d  i n  a manner v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  i t s  appearance d u r i n g  Mrs. Henderson's owner- 
s h i p .  

M r .  Henderson was a  p a r t n e r  i n  a  s h i r t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  bus ines  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  
and Mrs. Henderson's own f a m i l y  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  Tennessee was r e p o r t e d l y  wea l thy .  I t  
appears t h a t  p r o f i t  f rom such a  v e n t u r e  was n o t  Mrs. Henderson's s o l e  mot i ve .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #11) 
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It i s  c l e a r ,  however, t h a t  she r e c o g n i z e d  t o u r i s m  a s  a  m a j o r  d e v e l o p i n g  economic 
f o r c e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t y  and i n t e n d e d  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on i t  t o  s e r v e  h e r  own i n t e r e s t s .  
I n  mov ing t h e  t a v e r n  and a l t e r i n g  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  she showed t h e  same 
l a c k  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and s i t e  o f  many e a r l y  p r e s e r -  
v a t i o n i s t s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  M o n t i c e l l o  was an e a r l y  e f f o r t  t o  i n s t i l l  
such a  r e s p e c t  f o r  i n t e g r i t y .  

The mov ing o f  M i c h i e  Tavern c r e a t e d  q u i t e  a  s t i r  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  an newspapers 
i n  b o t h  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  and Richmond f e a t u r e d  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  p r o j e c t j l  A1 though 
t h e r e  a r e  w r i t t e n  accoun ts  o f  t h e  moving o f  M i c h i e  Tavern wh ich  s t a t e  t h a t  photo-  
g raphers  were t a k e n  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  move and would  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  l b e m a r l e  
County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  r e s e a r c h  t o  d a t e  has l o c a t e d  no photographs.  2! 

Thus f a r ,  o n l y  f i v e  photographs have been found wh ich  show t h e  t a v e r n  a t  t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  s i t e .  Four o f  these  photographs,  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o r t r a i t s ,  c e n t e r e d  on peop le ,  
g i v i n g  o n l y  c ropped  v iews  o f  t h e  p o r c h  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  W h i l e  t h e y  g i v e  
us l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e ,  one shows t h e  l a r g e  f l a t  s tone  a t  t h e  
f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  B e r n i c e  D a v i s '  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  s tone,  was moved t o  
t h e  new s i t e  and p l a c e d  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n .  Another  pho tog raph  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  
d i s c o v e r e d  i s  a  r e a r  v i e w  o f  t h e  tave rn ,  taken  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  b e i n g  moved. Desc r ibed  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A n a l y s i s  i t  i n d i -  
c a t e s  t h e  a1 t e r a t i o n s  made t o  t h e  t a v e r n ' s  e a s t  w i n g  d u r i n g  i t s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

The t a v e r n  was moved and reassembled on Route 53 a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  C a r t e r ' s  Moun- 
t a i n ,  a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  be low M o n t i c e l l o ,  between o c t o b e r  1927 and January 
1928. T r a n s c r i p t s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  b y  persons i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  move i n  1927 a r e  i n  
t h e  possess ion  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  owner. The i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  f rom Mrs. John M. C la rke ,  
widow o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  f i r m  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  move t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  Messers Ed 
Newlan and A r t h u r  Stubbs o f  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  and J u l i a m  C a t t e r t o n  o f  F ree  Union.  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  these  h i s t o r i e s ,  t h e  t a v e r n  p a r t s  were numbered, d i s m a n t l e d  and moved 
17 m i l e s  t o  t h e  new s i t e  b y  horse and wagon and t r u c k .  A l l  f o u r  a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  ac-  
c u r a c y  and c a r e  w i t h  wh ich  t h e  t a v e r n  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d .  Newspaper accoun ts  o f  t h e  
a c t i v i t y  a l s o  c r e d i t  t h e  moved t a v e r n  a s  h a v i n g  been " . . . . res to red  i n  a l l  i t s  charm 
and p r e s e r v e d  t o  p r o s t e r i t y .  The s e r v i c e s  o f  a  f i r m  o f  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  J. M. C l a r k  and 
Son, were engaged and t h e  work f m a r k i n g  each p i e c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and i t s  sys- 
t e m a t i c  demo1 i ti on was begun. 912f 

The t a v e r n  was r e l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 f e e t  up t h e  h i l l  above t h e  h e a v i l y  
t r a v e l l e d  road,  Route 53, a p p r o x i m a t i n g  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  r o a d  a  most 
i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  The new s i t e ,  however, r e v e r s e s  t h e  l a y  o f  
t h e  l a n d :  i n s t e a d  o f  s l o p i n g  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  t h e  s i t e  now s l o p e s  f rom t h e  r e a r  t o  t h e  
f r o n t .  The t a v e r n  now f a c e s  n o r t h ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  The s tone  basement 
was r e c r e a t e d ,  b u t  because o f  t h e  s l o p i n g  s i t e ,  i t  opens a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
r a t h e r  than  i t s  r e a r .  The l a r g e  s t o n e  s t e p s  were moved f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  t o  t h e  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #12) 
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new one, and a  walkway was i n s t a l l e d  from the  f r o n t  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  t o  t he  pa rk ing  
l o t  near the road. Large, mature t r ees  were l e f t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  y a r d  t o  s imu la te  t he  
ca ta lpas  t h a t  were a t  the o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  However, s i nce  t he  h i l l s i d e  behind t h e  
tavern  i s  steep, s t r u c t u r e s  were l o c a t e d  a t  e i t h e r  end o f  tavern,  r a t h e r  than behind 
i t  as a t  the o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  A l o g  s t r u c t u r e  was moved and a t t ached  t o  t h e  e a s t  end 
o f  t h e  tavern,  t o  r e p l a c e  an a d d i t i o n  which was n o t  moved t o  t h e  s i t e .  

Another l o g  s t r u c t u r e ,  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  west end o f  t h e  tavern,  was in tended t o  
rep resen t  s l ave  qua r te rs .  Th i s  s t r u c t u r e  remained unat tached u n t i l  1969, when a  one- 
and-a-hal f  s t o r y  i n f i l l  s t r u c t u r e  was cons t ruc ted .  A l though t h i s  connec t ing  s t r u c -  
t u r e  resembles t h e  o r i g i n a l  one-and-a-half s t o r y  sec t i on  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  two 
s t o r y  sec t ion ,  t he re  i s  no passage i n t o  t he  main sec t ion .  These two s t ruc tu res ,  now 
used as o f f i c e s  and a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  remain t o t a l l y  separate from the  museum sec t ion .  
To g e t  from the  new i n f i l l  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t he  museum, one must go o u t s i d e  and e n t e r  the 
tavern  from t h e  f r o n t  ent rance.  

Other, more modern, u t i l i t a r i a n  b u i l d i n g s  have been b u i l t  u p h i l l  and south o f  
t he  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  on t he  west end i n  an expansion o f  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  f a c i l i t i e s  
du r i ng  t he  p e r i o d  from 1969 t o  1980. However, none o f  these a re  a t t ached  t o  t he  
h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  nor  a re  they  r e a d i l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t he  p r i n c i p a l  views o f  the tavern. 

A lso d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod,  a  h i s t o r i c  g r i s t  m i l l  was moved t o  a  l o c a t i o n  severa l  
hundred f e e t  west o f  t h e  tavern  and down the h i l l .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was d ismant led  and 
recons t ruc ted  under t he  guidance o f  Browne, Eichman, D a l g l i e s h  and G i l p i n ,  a  pre-  
se rva t i on -o r i en ted  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  Th i s  s t r u c t u r e  was moved 
t o  t he  s i t e  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  s imu la te  a  m i l l  once owned and operated by Robert  
Mich ie.  W i l l i a m ' s  bo r the r ,  du r i ng  t h e  l a s t  qua r te r  o f  t he  e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  I t 
i s  now used as a  g i f t  shop and o f f e r s  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the m i l l i n g  
opera t ion .  

The tavern  remained i n  t he  M ich ie  f a m i l y  u n t i l  c. 1910, when i t  was s o l d  by 
the S ta te  o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  Sarah James Mich ie ,  who had been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  The 
purchasers were M r .  8 Mrs. John Via o f  Free Union. According t o  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
o f  Mrs Ba i l ey ,  t h e  tavern  was i n  a  se r i ous  s t a t e  o f  decay and d i s r e p a i r  a t  t h i s  
time.24 I t  remained i n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  Vias he ld  the p roper ty ,  u n t i l  1927 
when M r .  8 Mrs. Mark Henderson purchased i t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  moving i t  t o  a  
more access ib le  l o c a t i o n .  A f t e r  t he  Hendersons moved and recons t ruc ted  t he  tavern  
as a  museum, they s o l d  i t  i n  1932 t o  M r .  8 Mrs. M i l t o n  Gr igg.  The Gr iggs d i vo rced  
i n  1933 and Mrs. Grigg, who assumed her maiden name, Vestal  Thomas rece i ved  ownership 
of  t he  tavern.  M r .  Gr igg, a  no ted  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t ,  operated h i s  o f f i c e  from 
the t ave rn  p r i o r  t o  h i s  d ivorce .  There i s  p r e s e n t l y  no i n f o r m a t i o n  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  
M r .  Gr igg  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t he  tavern  recons t ruc t i on .  

I n  November 1968. Mrs. M i l t o n  s o l d  t he  museum t o  t he  M ich ie  Tavern Corporat ion,  
M r .  M. Joseph Conte, i t s  c u r r e n t  owner, who operates t he  b u i l d i n g  as a  museum and 
res tau ran t .  

(See Con t i nua t i on  Sheet #13) 
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1 
W i l l  Book #2. Albemarle County. V i r g i n i a ,  pp. 358, 359, 366, 368. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verba l  boundary d e s c r i p t f o n  

Beg inn ing  a t  a  p o i n t  on t h e  west  s i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  Route 53 a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2.400' 
n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  A lbemar le  Route 647; thence 
ex tend ing  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100'  southwest; thence a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100'  west; thence 
approx imate ly  50 '  n o r t h ;  thence a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150'  n o r t h e a s t  t o  a  p o i n t  on t h e  
west  s i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  Route 53; thence a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150'  sou th -sou theas t  a l o n g  
s a i d  s i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  Route 53 t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The b u n d s  have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  t a v e r n  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  .75 ac res  o f  
l a n d  on which i t  stands.  
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The moving o f  M i c h i e  Tavern was f e a t u r e d  i n  newspapers i n  b o t h  C h a r l o t t e s -  
v i l l e  and Richmond d u r i n g  1927-28.25 A n t i q u e  c o l l e c t o r  and businesswoman Mrs. 
Mark Henderson, t h e  owner who i n s t i g a t e d  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n ,  was i n  s t e p  w i t h  he r  
con tempora r ies  who were a l s o  r e c e i v i n g  n o t o r i e t y  on t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  
a t  t h i s  t ime .  More t h a n  65 a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  on t h e  l o c a l ,  
s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  were f e a t u r e d  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ' s  D a i l y  Progress 
f rom December 1926-June 1928.26 The i n c r e a s e  o f  t o u r i s m  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  and M o n t i c e l l o  were two examples t h a t  he lped  c r e a t e  t h e  i n -  
t e r e s t  t h a t  was d e v e l o p i n g  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a n t i -  
q u i t i e s ,  as w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  s h r i n e s .  

L i k e  h e r  peers,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p r e s e r v a t i o n  movement, Mrs. Henderson 's  ac- 
t i o n  i n  r e l o c a t i n g  M i c h i e  Tavern were a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  a  l o n g s t a n d i n g  l a c k  o f  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  had f o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and 
s i t e .  Mrs. Henderson c o u l d  b e s t  be d e s c r i b e d  as a  " d e d i c a t e d  amateur."27 I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  move was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l ,  most  n o t a b l e  was M o n t i c e l l o ,  t h a t  were o c c u r i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  and 
n a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1920s. Her p r e s e r v a t i o n  peers  were n o t  o n l y  moving 
e n t i r e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  such a  Henry F o r d ' s  G r e e n f i e l d  V i l l a g e  b u t  a l s o  
p o r t i o n s  o f  a n t i q u a t e d  b u i l d i n g s .  38 

The 1920s p r e s e r v a t i o n  p h i l o s o p h y  was an enigma wh ich  tended t o  v o i c e  a  
f a l s e  sense o f  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  The q u e s t  f o r  accu racy  was p a r t  i l l u s i o n  w i t h  
which museum p r o p r i e t o r s  would l a t e r  r e g a l e  guests .  V i s i t o r s  were t o l d  t h e y  
walked t h e  e x a c t  f l o o r s  and v iewed t h e  v e r y  rooms i n  wh ich  t h e i r  famous f o r e -  
f a t h e r s  had l i v e d  o r  s l e p t .  

" S i n c e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  i n t e n d e d  t o  have t h e  
s i t e s  t h e y  saved o p e r a t e d  as h i s t o r i c  museums f o r  t h e  i n -  
s p i r a t i o n  o f  v i s i t o r s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  a r c h i t e c t  r e  o r  
o f  beau ty  seldom e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  ~!29 

L i k e  o t h e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  Mrs. Henderson took  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  
be a c c u r a t e  w i t h  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  M i c h i e  Tavern. However, s i n c e  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  h e r  t i m e  would  t a k e  decades t o  r e a c h  t h e  
p u r i s t  approach, h e r  endeavors were l i m i t e d .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #19) 
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As e a r l y  as 1910, George F r a n c i s  Dow, a t  t h e  Essex I n s t i t u t e ,  i n  Massa- 
c h u s e t t s ,  was e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p receden t  i n  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  a r t i f a c t s  wh ich  would  
become a  s t a n d a r d  t o  be f o l l o w e d  b y  b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and amateurs f o r  many 
y e a r s .  I n  1910, Dow was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  f i n d i n g  persons who would a s s i s t  i n  t h e  
purchase o f  t h e  John Ward house, wh ich was b u i l t  i n  1685, i n  Salem, Massachu- 
s e t t s .  He moved t h e  house t o  t h e  Essex I n s t i t u t e  where i t  became t h e  f i r s t  
p i e c e  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f ragments i n  t h e  ou tdoor  
museum. Dow r e b u i l t  t h e  house on t h e  i n s i d e  i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  i t  a  seven teen th  
c e n t u r y  appearance, c o p y i n g  many d e t a i l s  f r o m  w e l l  known houses i n  t h e  county.  
The i n t e r i o r  was d e s c r i b e d  as f o l l o w s :  

" I n  f u r n i s h i n g  these  rooms an e f f o r t  has been made t o  p r e s e n t  
a  t r u t h f u l  p i c t u r e  o f  an i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  y e a r  1700. Where 
o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e  o r  u t e n s i l s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  have n o t  been 
a v a i l a b l e ,  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  have been made, and t h e  f i n i s h e d  
r e s u l t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  g i v i n g  much o f  
t h e  atmosphere o f  l i v e a b l e n e s s .  M iss  Sarah W .  Symonds and 
he r  a s s i s t a n t s  occupy t h e  second f l o o r  and a c t  a s  cus to -  
d ians,  showing t h e  house t o  v i s i t o r s  when t h e  cow b e l l  
s i g n a l s  i t s  c a l l  f rom t h e  f r o n t  e n t r y .  They w i l l  be  dressed 
i n  homespun costumes o f  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  house was b u i l t . "  30 

A c o l l e c t o r  o f  c o l o n i a l  f u r n i s h i n g s  and a r t i f a c t s  f o r  15 years ,  Mrs. Hen- 
derson was quoted as s a y i n g  she purchased M i c h i e  Tavern t o  "show o f f "  he r  an- 
t i q u e s 3 1 T h e  i n n  was r e l o c a t e d ,  she sa id ,  "so  a s  t o  be more a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c .  A l t h o u g h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  n o t  t h e  p r i m e  concern,  h e r  a c t i o n s  
f rom t h e  t i m e  she purchased M i c h i e  Tavern t o  t h e  open ing and o p e r a t i n g  o f  t h e  
museum i n d i c a t e  t h a t  she was i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  movement. 

O r a l  h i s t o r i e s  a l s o  a t t e s t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  Hendersons s u r e l y  wanted a  v i a -  
b l e  bus iness ,  p r o f i t  was n o t  a  s o l e  concern.  Mrs. Henderson was o f  t h e  a f f l u -  
e n t  Duncan f a m i l y  o f  N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. She was a  p a r t n e r  i n  h e r  husband 's  s h i r t  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  bus iness ,  "Rock ing C h a i r "  o r  "Henderson-Nervene," and t h e y  owned 
a  p r e s t i g i o u s  home on Cameron Lane, C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  She r e l o c a t e d  t h e  Tavern 
so t h a t  i t  would  be more a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  " n o t  t o  c a s h - i n  on Mon t i -  
c e l l o ' s  success ." 32 However, once a g a i n  h e r  env i ronment  i n f l u e n c e d  h e r  a c t i o n s .  
Due t o  an i n c r e a s e  i n  wages, l e i s u r e  t i m e  and au tomob i le  ownership,  t o u r i s m  was 
a  new and g row ing  i n d u s t r y .  Mrs. Henderson took  advantage o f  h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on t h e  busy t o u r i s t  t r a d e  t h a t  was d e v e l o p i n g  around M o n t i c e l l o  
and o t h e r  homes o f  c o l o n i a l  heroes i n  t h e  area.  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 20) 
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Accord ing t o  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  t h e  t a v e r n  was s y s t e m t i c a l l y  numbered, 
d i smant led  and c a r t e d  17 m i l e s  by horse and wagon, and then by t r u c k ,  t o  
Route 53, M o n t i c e l l o  Mountain.  These i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  Mrs. John M. C l a i r e  
(deceased),  widow o f  the p r o p r i e t o r  o f  the  f i r m  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  move t h e  
s t r u c t u r e ;  Ed Newlan, A r t h u r  Stubbs and J u l i a n  C a t t e r t o n ,  workmen and c a r -  
p e n t e r s  on the  t a v e r n  p r o j e c t ;  Lockwood F r i z z e l l ,  grandson o f  t h e  Hender- 
sons, and Mrs. M a r g a r e t  Wr ight ,  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  Mrs. Henderson f o r  17 years .  
A l l  o f  these o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  vouch f o r  t h e  accuracy and c a r e  w i t h  which the  
t a v e r n  was moved and r e c o n ~ t r u c t e d . ~ ~  

M r .  F r i z z e l l  n o t e d  t h a t  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  was a  " f r u s t r a t e d  a r c h i t e c t "  
and v e r y  m e t i c u l o u s  i n  h i s  smal l  b u t  voca l  r o l e  i n  M i c h i e  Tavern. M r .  
and/or  Mrs. Henderson were on t h e  work s i t e  d a i l y ,  he ~ a i d . 3 ~ ~ h e  c o u p l e ' s  
concern f o r  a u t h e n t i c i t y  was such t h a t  t h e y  r e p l a c e d  gy unusable  t a v e r n  
s i d i n g  w i t h  wood f rom a rea  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  same age. Newspaper accounts  
a1 so c r e d i t  t h e  moved t a v e r n  w i t h  hav ing been ". . . . r e s t o r e d  i n  a1 1  i t s  
charm and p reserved  t o  p o s t e r i t y .  The s e r v i c e s  o f  a  f i r m  o f  C o n t r a c t o r s .  
J.M. C l a r k  and Son, were engaged and t h e  work o f  ma i n g  each p i e c e  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  and i t s  s y s t e m a t i c  d e m o l i t i o n  was begun. 18 $k 

Photographs and d e t a i l e d  j o u r n a l s  recorded  t h e  move, as  no ted  i n  an ex- 
c e r p t  o f  Mary Rawl ings '  H i s t o r i c a l  Guide t o  O ld  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  

"Be fo re  and a f t e r  photographs show t h a t  w h i l e  some l a t e r  
tamper ings were done away w i t h ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
was s c r u p u l o u s l y  p reserved-w i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
c e l l a r ,  whose massive s l a v e  masonry i t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  t r a n s p o r t  o r  reproduce."  she sa id .  These r e c o r d s  
and photographs were r e p o r t e d l y  donated t o  t h e  A lbe rmar le  
County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  b u t  d e s p i t e  a  c e n t  search 
t h e  documents have n o t  y e t  been l o c a t e d .  57 

The t a v e r n  o f f e r s  a  good l o c a l  example o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  
o u t  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  ac ross  t h e  c o u n t r y  by l a y  persons i n f l u e n c e d  p r i m a r i l y  
by  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  American h i s t o r y .  The r e l o c a t i o n  o f  M i c h i e  Tavern r e -  
f l e c t s  the  p r e v a i l i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  those i n v o l v e d  i n  a  k i n d  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
t h a t  showed a  l a c k  o f  unders tand ing  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s i t e .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #21) 
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ADDITIONAL 

FOOTNOTES 

2 5  
"Tavern I s  Moved Near M o n t i c e l l o "  (October  22, 1927, page 1 ) .  The D a i l y  P rog ress ,  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .  M i c r o f i l m  box #56 ( J u l y  28, 1927-January 14, 1928. ) 

" M i c h i e  Tavern Has Been Moved Near M o n t i c e l l o "  ( January  14, 1928, pages 1, 2  and 
1 2 ) .  Box #56 and 57. The D a i l y  Progress,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .  ( T r a n s c r i p t s  
of a r t i c l e s  a t t a c h e d ) .  
Photo Page i n  Richmond Times-Dispatch,  Sunday, October  21, 1928. (Copy s e n t  t o  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  and i n  M i c h i e  Tavern f i l e  t h e r e ) .  

26 
Copy of l i s t  o f  a r t i c l e s  a t t a c h e d .  

2  7 
Char les  B. Hosmer, Jr. P r e s e r v a t i o n  Comes o f  Age From W i l l i a m s b u r g  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
T r u s t ,  1926-1949, Volume I .  ( p u b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Press,  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Press o f  V i r g i n i a ,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ) ,  page 4, 6. 

28 
I b i d . ,  page 4. 

2  9 
Char les  B. Hosmer, Jr., Presence o f  t h e  P a s t  (New York:  G.P. Putnam's Sons, 
1965),  p. 11. 

30 
I b i d . ,  p. 215, 216. 

3 1 
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Lockwood F r i z z e l l  , October  21, 1985. 

3  2  
I b i d  

3 3  
Ora l  t r a n s c r i p t s  i n  t h e  possess ion o f  c u r r e n t  owner. I n t e r v i e w s / r e s e a r c h  comp i led  
by Cyn th ia  M. Conte. A l l  i n t e r v i e w s  d a t e d  f r o m  1983-1985. 

3  4  
October 21, 1985 i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Lockwood F r i z z e l l ,  grandson o f  Mrs. Henderson. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #22) 
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3 5 
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Edward Newlan, S p r i n g  of 1983 a t  M i c h i e  Tavern. Newlan was one o f  
f o u r  c a r p e n t e r s  t h a t  worked i n  b o t h  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

36 
The D a i l y  Progress,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  " M i c h i e  Tavern Has Been Moved Near M o n t i c e l l o "  
( January  14, 1928) Reel #56 and 57. 

3  7 
" H i s t o r i c a l  Guide t o  O l d  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e , "  by  Mary Rawl ings.  15 p., paperbound. 

1958, p u b l i c a t i o n .  
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