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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) FHYSICAL APPEARANCE

I. Cencral Statement:
A. Architectural character: Morven is a fine example of an early
nincteenth century, rectangular, country housc,
B. Condition of the TFabric: Good.
I1. Deseription of the IExterior:
A. Over-all dimensions: The two-story main block at Morven is five

s

bays leong and two bays wide. The two-story, threc-bay wing on the north
is both narrower and lower than the main block.

E. TFoundations: DBrick.

C. Wall construction: DBrick laid in Flemish bond.

D. Dloreches: There is a one-bay poirch with a pedimented gable roci and
n entablature, supported by four Tuscan columns on the front of the
cck. A smaller porch with similar features covers the middle bay
wing. At the rear of the maln block, French doors open to a.ralsed
terrace. A screen porch with a flat roof supported by Tuscan columns pro-
jects from the rear middle bay of the wing. On the south end a balcony
hangs under both the first and second story windows.

E. Chimneys: Two interior cnd chimncys with corbelled caps rise
from each ond of the main block. One similar smaller end chimney is on the
north end of the wing.

F. Onenings:

1. Doorvays and doors: he primary doorway in the center bay of
the main block has an arched transom with fan tracery. This doorway is
flaniicd By oj mmctrically moulded pilasters; symmetrically moulded trim with
a central keystone surrounds the arch. Four-panelled deuble deoors open intd

the hall. Thc center bay doorway in the wing has no transom, and is sur-
rounded by arcbitr*vc trim.
2 Windows: All the windows have architrave trim. Jack arches

surmount all the lower windows; lhose on the west of the main block are onc
briclt in hciﬁht, the others have pairs of headers and stretchers o« A cours

of headers surmounts the seccond flecor windows. Two circular windows appear
in the uo“Lh gable of the main block, anda lunette with tulip tracery in
thie south. The wooden double-hung windows with six-over-six sashes are
sroportionately smaller in the wing thon in the main block. The French deore
on the west have rectangular two-paned transoms, and cach deor sash has
five pancls.

G. Roof: Both the main block and the wing have a gable roof with a
modillion cornice and a beaded barge board. TFour dormers with hipped roofs
pierce the cast and west slope of the main block.

TII. Description of the Interior:

A. Tloor Planc: On the first floor a leng narrow hall runs to Lhe
morih. The small breakfast room and the dining room open off cach side.

A drawing room to the west and the library to the southcast open off the
square central hall. The second floor rooms open off a long cross hall,
as do the rooms in the third flear of the main block.

B. Stairways: A single-run cnclosed stair ascends from the f{irst to
the sccond floor, and from the second to the third. In the wing a two-Tum,
open-siring stair ascends to the second floor. :

C. Wall and ceiling finish: The pliaster walls are, for the most part,

cred. Ceilings are plastercd and painted.

C. Doorways and doors: Six-panclled doors are surrounded by moulded
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Morven estate was originally part of a ten-thousandé acre grant mad¢
to William Champe Carter, grandson of Robert'King' Carter in the cighteenth
century. In 1796, it was purchascd by William Short, who was friend and
scerctary (while in France) to Thomas Jefferson, Minister to the Hetherlandg
and diplomatic representative to Spain. The property, then called Indian
Camp, contained 1334 acres. Soon aflter he purchased the place, Short built
the white frame structure that not serves as the office, In 1813, Indian
Camp was sold to David Higginbotham who changed the name to Morven. The
present brick house, built by Martin Thacker, was compieted in 1821, and
the cost of building was appraiscd at about § CD‘dO]lﬂLu. YMorven remalned
in tho thglnbptham farally until the mid-nineteenth century when it wa
bought by Danicl Groff Smith. Colone! Bdward Buckley Smith later luhCthCd
Morven from hils father. Charles A. Stonc purchasced tho prOﬂcltv in 1226,
set up o farming operation JngludLng horses and cattle, and extensively
renovated the heuse and gardens Mr. and Mrs. Whitney Stone arc the present
OV OT S .

Morven survives as a distinguished carly-ninetecnth century country
house and farm complex in Albecmarle County, and is vegarded by many as the
epitome of a Pledmont Virginia estate. The pleasing proportions of the
housc and its finely detailed features, such as the modillion cornice, are
unusually well developed for a rural house of the period, and scrve o
caphasize the sophistication of country life im early A1bcnarlc County.

Thoe most significant featurcs of the interior are the finely axecuted
imported Carrara marble mantels which give the house additional clegance.
The house also rotains its original carly-ninetcenth century outbuildings,
and the small latc-ecighteenth century dwelling built by William Short. The
house's magnificent location and its outstanding gardens complete the
splcndld visual image of Morven. The farm today is well-lnown as the
Morwen siud, which has produced some of the leading denizens of the
ThOlou"hblCd racing world.
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Vir~rinia Historic Landmarks Commission Staffl

CORGANIZATION DATE

Virecinlia listoric Landmarks Commission December 1972
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Toom 1170 Ninth Street Spate Office Building
CITY OR TOWN: ) STATE : cCODE

nichimond Virein

"NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION - i

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Putglic Law
#9-665), [ hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this properiy is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

) Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [N Local []
Date

Name W

J.%. Tishburne, Director ATTEST:

Virginia Historic
Title Landmarlks Commission

Keeper of The National Register

Date : Date
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The first floor rooms have croun moulding.
s+ Although the house is now heated centrally, firceplaces
rooms. The marble ones in the original parlours were
bably frowm France. The most claberate of these, in what ig
s of white carved marble. The fireplace is flanked
the frieze and shelf. Two Lv‘;zcd blossoms Ilank
up ol aband of altermating anthemions, sheaves
ily motifs. The other muntcl has pleain pilasters,

af wheat and
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IV, Site:

M. Ceneral Setting: Morven is superbly located in the brow of a
Bl at the oot of Carter's Mountain with verdant pastures and paddocls
aced b othe wellaliept white fenceas of the Morven stud gpread around if.
e house [aces cast, and is appreached by a long wooded drive brealing
into "he fields below the house, with a box lined carriage drive pass
near the front, leading to the outbuildings on the north and cventuall
wvinding te the barns and buildin?S of the stud farm in the west. A ¥ dn
lawn stretches from tlie rear terrace o the drive in the west., The
Sils) 1 rardens arce laid out north of the house.

B. Outhuildings: The office, just north of the house, was theo
first building on the site. The onc-story structure with the steeply
pitehed gable roof is covered with vhite clapboards. Lean-to additions
Tlanli the building. The large square brick chimney has o corbelled cap.
Plooden, double-hung windows have six-over-six sashes. The old kitchen
north—west of the house,is a five~bay brick gtructure with a steep gavle
rool and a wmassive brick central chimney. The roof is covered with
wooden shingles, and the ceornice is of corbelled brick., The windows
have siz-over-six sashes. The frame gable-roof smolichouse, covered with
vhite ciapboards is just north of the rose garden beside the kiichen.
There arce scveral other cottages in white clapboard with gable roofs and
a greenhouse to the north of the buildings.
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