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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The large,frame dwell ing house a t  P l a i n  Dealing, a r o l l i n g ,  open t r a c t  of land i n  
southern Albemarle County, is s e t  a t o p  an open k n o l l  surrounded by twent ie th-century  
gardens. The beaded-weatherboard-clad bu i ld ing  is H-shaped and c o n s i s t s  of a two- 
s t o r y  main blockeand a p a r a l l e l  s tory-and-a-half  r e a r  wing connected by  a two-story 
hyphen which was r a i s e d  from one s t o r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p resen t  cen tu ry .  The hyphen 
was o r i g i n a l l y  an open g a l l e r y .  

The main (south) block i s  f i v e  bays long, with nine-over-nine s a s h  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
and six-over-nine s a s h  on t h e  second. An o r i g i n a l  t e t r a s t y l e  porch supported on 
Doric p i e r s  and embell ished wi th  a modi l l ion  cornice  s h e l t e r s  t h e  f r o n t  door. The 
Chinese l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g  is a modern a l t e r a t i o n ;  mor t i ses  i n  t h e  s o f f i t  of t h e  b a n i s t e r  
reveal  t h a t  t h e  porch once had p l a i n  r ec tangu la r  b a l u s t e r s .  A mod i l l ion  co rn ice  
and e a r l y  wooden g u t t e r s  and downspouts a r e  a t t ached  t o  the  eaves of t h e  gable  roof .  
The semi-exter ior  end chimneys, l i k e  t h e  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys o f  t h e  r e a r  (north)  
wing, have been r e b u i l t  i n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  bu t  o l d  photographs show t h a t  the  chim- 
neys fol low t h e  p a t t e r n  of the  o r i g i n a l .  

The r e a r  wing i s  t h r e e  bays long with a c e n t r a l  entry,nine-over-aix.sash i n  t h e  
windows,and a modern l ean- to  a t  each end. The n o r t h  s lope  of t h e  gab le  roof  is broken 
by t h r e e  pedimented dormers wi th  s ix-over-s ix  sash  and d iagonal  f l u s h  boarding on  

v t h e i r  cheeks. The pedimented, t e t r a s t y l e  porch on t h i s  wing is a twent ie th-century  
a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t y l e  of t h e  f r o n t  porch. 

The two wings a r e  roughly contemporary; i f  one predates  t h e  o t b e r ,  , t he  temporal 
d i f f e rence  is not: 'sighificatit .- ' :  -whatever  t h e  sequence of t h e ' k r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  wings, 
h e  house had a t t a i n e d  i t s  present  form by 1800, a s  a t t e s t e d  by a Mutual Assurance 
Socie ty  pol icy  w r i t t e n  i n  t h a t  year .  

The plan of P l a i n  De'aling i s  not  complex. Each te rminal  s e c t i o n  has a s i n g l e - p i l e ,  
cent ra l -passage  plan. The south block f e a t u r e s  a t r i p l e - r u n  s t a i r .  An enclosed s t a i r  
opening on to  t h e  passage,  but  p ro jec t ing  i n t o  the  e a s t  room,is i n  t h e  n o r t h  block.  
There is  a s i n g l e  l a r g e  room i n  the  hyphen. 

The decora t ion  i n  t h e  main (west) p a r l o r  of t h e  south  block i s  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  
woodwork i n  the  house. The chimney b r e a s t  is t r e a t e d  with a heavy mante l  a n d  over-  
mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of f l u t e d ,  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a t a l l  f r i e z e  wi th  
f l u t e d  en tab la tu re  blocks and a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  surmounted by a h e a v i l y  molded s h e l f  
with a Greek-fret  basemolding. On the  s h e l f  r e s t  two stumpy f l u t e d ,  Roman Doric 
p i l a s t e r s  support ing an overmantel pediment a l s o  decorated w i t h  a Greek f r e t .  T a l l ,  
s top - f lu t ed  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  f l ank  t h i s  chimney b r e a s t  and a r e  i n  t u r n  bracketed  
by c l o s e t s  t r e a t e d  with f r o n t i s p i e c e  doorways. These have recessed-panel  pilasters 
support ing a heavy co rn ice  from which sp r ings  the  recessed-panel  a r c h i v o l t  o f  a b l i n d  
e l l i p t i c a l  a rch  wi th  a c e n t r a l  keystone. A s i m i l a r  t reatment  i s  used on  the  passage 
doorway, except  t h a t  a pediment i s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  the  e l l i p t i c a l  a rches  o f  t h e  
c l o s e t  doors. A heavy pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  and a molded co rn ice  wi th  Greek f re twork  
a r e  c a r r i e d  around the  room. 

See Continuat ion Sheet  #2 
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A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES ~~f~~~ 1800 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Albemarle County i s  famed nationwide f o r  i t s  many o l d  e s t a t e s .  Among them few can 
match P l a i n  Dealing f o r  i ts  combination of p a s t o r a l  beauty,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t ,  
and a s soc ia t ed  personages. The proper ty  de r ives  i t s  cur ious  name from a motto 
d isp layed  o n  a  s t o r e  t h a t  former ly  s tood on t h e  property.  f i e  house i s  no tab le  a s  
an example of  Piedmont V i r g i n i a  Federa l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  combining both  academic and 
vernacular  t r a d i t i o n s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  woodwork i n  
the p r i n c i p a l  rooms of  t h e  main s e c t i o n  which inc ludes  pedimented chimneypieces 
flanked by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  and c l o s e t s .  This woodwork ranks among t h e  m a t  ambi- 
t i o u s  examples of  Late-Georgian panel ing i n  t h e  reg ion .  

The main res idence  was b u i l t  o n  land  pa tented  by Thomas S t a p l e s  i n  1783-84. I n  
1787 S t a p l e s  s o l d  500 a c r e s  t o  Samuel Dyer who almost c e r t a i n l y  b u i l t  t h e  two-story 
main s e c t i o n  of  t h e  H-shaped house soon t h e r e a f t e r .  The sma l l e r  s tory-and-a-half  
s e c t i o n  may predate  t h e  l a r g e r  s e c t i o n  and may have been b u i l t  by Thomas S t a p l e s ,  a s  
he is l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1785 census a s  owning t h r e e  dwell ings.  I n  any c a s e ,  b o t h  p a r t s  
of  the  house e x i s t e d  i n  1800 when they  were f i r s t  . i n s u r e d  b y  the:Mutual Assurance 
Socie ty .  The ~ o c i e t > ' s  po l i cy  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  two wings w e r e  connected by a  
covered way. , .  . 

Samuel Dyer was born i n  B r i s t o l ,  England, i n  1756 and came t o  America a t  age f o u r t e e n  
under indenture  t o  a  merchant named Breckenridge. W r i n g  t h e  Revolut ion Dyer served  
a s  one of P a t r i c k  Henry's minutemen and l a t e r  became a commissioned o f f i c e r .  Af t e r  
the war he went i n t o  t r a d e  i n  Richmond; he continued i n  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n  a f t e r  moving 
t o  Albemarle, opening a  s t o r e  on h i s  farm then loca ted  o n  t h e  busy road from S c o t t s -  
v i l l e  t o  Staunton. Affixed t o  t h e  s t o r e  was t h e  s i g n  bear ing  t h e  motto t h a t  gave 
the  farm i t s  name. Dyer was success fu l  not  only  a s  a  merchant bu t  a s  a  m i l l e r  and 
p lan te r  and soon amassed a  r e spec tab le  for tune .  

I n  1841 p l a i n  Dealing was i n h e r i t e d  by Samuel Dyer's son  Robert who s o l d  it i n  1844 
to  t h e  Messrs. Rankin o f  Augusta. I n  1855 t h e  e s t a t e  waq purchased by Joseph P. B. 

2 , .  
Wilmer of Ph i l ade lph ia  who formerly had served . . a s  r e c t o r  qf  C h r i s t  Church, Glendower, 
and who l a t e r  became t h e  Bishop of N ~ G  Orleans.  

The Wilmer family held P l a i n  Dealing f o r  some seventy  yea r s  dur ing  which t ime it became 
noted a s  a  h o s p i t a b l e  place.  It was used a s  a  s topping  po in t  f o r  Robert E. Lee on 
one of h i s  t r i p s  from Derwent t o  Lexington when he was cons ide r ing  t h e  pres idency of 
Washington College.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h e  present  cen tu ry  t h e  Wilmers were o f t e n  

See Continuat ion Sheet  63 



Albemarle County Deed Books, Numbers 9,  10, 33, 39, 42, 44, 47, 48, 49, 54,  73, 
111, 120, 130, 147. 

Albemarle County Land Tax Books 1782-1850; 1851-1863; 1878-1913. - - -, , 
Albemarle County W i l l  Books, Numbers 13, 14, 15, 17, 32. 
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H W U U  
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTION Beginning a t  a  point  a t  N i  corner  of  e a s t e r n  t u r n  of S t a t e '  

Route 713; thence extending about  700' S along W s i d e  of s a i d  r o u t e ;  thence extending  about  
$00' N J ,  then curving about  400' SW ( t o  p a r a l l e l  approach d r i v e ) ;  thence ex tend ing  about  
'roo' N:; thence extending about  1000' NE t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 
- 

CODE' COUNTY 
.- ---... . 

CODE 
. . ~ ~  ~.. .- 

- C O O € - ~ ~  

I 
 FORM PREPARED BY 

I 

NAME1 TtTLE 
V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

ORGANIZATION DATE 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission May 1977 

STREPT& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  . 
 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in t w a t i o n a l  Register and certib thatjt has been evaluated according to the 
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DESCRIPTION 

The same s o r t  of c h a i r  r a i l  and a  molded co rn ice  wi th  punch-and-dentil  decora t ion  
a r e  used i n  t h e  passage. The open-s t r ing  s t a i r  has two turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d ,  
sawn b racke t s ,  a  turned newel wi th  a  mushroom f i n i a l ,  and a  molded b a n i s t e r .  The 
c h a i r  r a i l  i s  c a r r i e d  up t h e  s t a i r s .  

The decora t ion  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  room is a  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  v e r s i o n  of  t h a t  i n  t h e  
l a r g e r  southwest p a r l o r .  The mantel and overmantel a r e  s i m i l a r  except  t h a t  t h e  pedi-  
ment i s  broken, and punch-and-dentil  work is used r a t h e r  t han  t h e  Greek key employed 
i n  the  l a r g e r  room. The f l ank ing  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  u s e  t h e  punch-and-dentil  c o r n i c e  
as  c a p i t a l s ,  whereas those i n  t h e  oppos i t e  room have t r u e  c a p i t a l s .  The f r o n t i s -  
piece doorways of  t h e  c l o s e t s  a r e  rep laced  by simple a r c h i t r a v e  frames,  and t h e r e  i s  
a  second, sma l l e r  c l o s e t  w i th  double, one-panel doors above each c l o s e t  door.  The 

i nor th  c l o s e t  conceals  an e x t e r i o r  door. 

The hyphen i s  a  ve ry  p l a i n  room; a  pedes t a l  c h a i r  r a i l  is t h e  o n l y  o r i g i n a l  decora- 
t i o n  t h e r e .  

The decora t ion  i n  t h e  no r th  wing i s  not  e l abora t e .  The west chamber has a  high,  
double-beaded chai rboard  and a  Fede ra l  mantel w i th  e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks  r e s t i n g  on t h e  
a r c h i t r a v e  and suppor t ing  t h e  s h e l f .  There i s ,  i n  add i t ion ,  a  c h a i r  r a i l  i n  t h e  
passage. The e a s t  room has been a l t e r e d  and opened up t o  t h e  l ean - to  f o r  use a s  a  
k i tchen .  It has no e a r l y  t r i m .  

One e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ing  survives--a  heav i ly  a l t e r e d ,  two-story, frame k i t c h e n  e a s t  of  
t h e  house. Only i t s  massive s tone  chimney su rv ives  unchanged. 

DU 
BOUNI'ARY .jUSTIFICATIOid 

The boundaries inco rpora t e  t h e  house, gardens, and one o r i g i n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  
the approach d r i v e  from the  publ ic  road.  
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SIGNIFICANCE 

hos ts  t o  Pres ident  Theodore Roosevelt  and h i s  family. The Roosevel ts  had purchased 
from t h e  Wilmers a smal l  t r a c t  w i th  a c o t t a g e  c a l l e d  Pine Knot, which t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
used a s  a hunting lodge. 

I n  t h e  mid 1930s the  Wilmers s o l d  P l a i n  Dealing t o  Robert Hancock. I n  1944 i t  was 
acquired by Pr ince  and Pr incess  Djordjadze. P r incess  Djordjadze,  t h e  former Audrey 
Emery, was previous ly  married t o  Grand Duke D i m i t r i  of  Russia ,  one of  t h e  a s s a s s i n s  
of t h e  monk Rasputin.  She s o l d  P l a i n  Dealing i n  1949 t o  Cornel ieus  Middleton who k e p t  
i t  u n t i l  1956 when i t  was bought by M r .  Richard Hallstrom of  Wisconsin, t h e  p r e s e n t  
owner. 

r 
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