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Virginia 
COUNTY.  

E N T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

I 

[t;, NAME 
[COMMON: 

Redlands 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

I Redlands 
I2.. L O C A T I O N  _._ 

AN@ NUMBER1.3 m i .  SE of northeas tern tributary of Hardware River, -6  m i .  
NE n f  Rt. 708. .1 m i .  E of intersection of R t .  708 and R t .  627. 

C I T Y  OR TOWN: 

S T A T E  ,-ODE 

a 1 45 

- - - - 

P R E S E N T  USE (Check One or More 8 0  Approptlets) 

Agricuiturol Government Park (7 Transportation 0 Comments u 
Cornmerciol Industrial Private Residence [19 Other (Specify) 0 
Educational C] Military Keligious 

Distr ic t  Building 

site Structure 

Obiect 

I Enter~oinrnent Museum Scientific I 

COUNTY: 

Albemarle 

I 

14, OWNER' OF PROPERTY 
I 

, .  . ... , . 
OWNERS NAME: 

C O D E  

003 
F C ~ T ~ ~ N  , -.. .. . 

Public 0 
Private B! 
Both 

Robert Carter I P.oe Bax 27306 

CATEGORY 
(cheek One) 

1901 Westwood Avenue 
Richmond, Virgihia 23261 

Virginia 
C 

LEVAL vcaCKlr  I IUN - --- 
REGISTRY O F  DEEDS,  E T C :  i I-. 

Public Acquisition: 

I n  Process 

Being Considered n 

Albemarle County Court House 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER: . I 

OWNFRSHIP 
ACCESSIBLE I To THE PUBLIC 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preservation work 
I n  progress 0 

Yes: 

Restricted 

Unnsk lc t .d  

N ~ ,  

F 0 
0- : . . I  : 
z 
fD 

C I T Y  OR TOWN: 

Charlottesville 

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
D A T E  OF S U R V E Y :  1957 Federal State County a Local 0 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S T A T E  C O D E  

Virginia 45 

Library of  Congress 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER:  

APPROXIMATE A C R E A G E  O F  NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1200 acres 
16. R E P R E S E N T A T I ~ N  IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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. 

m 
z 
: 2 

= % 

Z" 
-4 5 
m 

< 

E 
m 

% 

$ 2  
C 



17. DESCRlPTlON 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  (11 horn) P W I S ! C ~ L  I .PP%IRIHFE 

Redlands is  a l a r g e  rec tangular  two-story s t r u c t u r e  crowned by a hipped 
roof with a modil l ion cornice  and two i n t e r i o r  chirrmeys. I t s  wal l s  are 
l a i d  i n  f i n e l y  matched, l o c a l l y  made b r i c k ,  being i n  Flemish bond above 
the  water  t a b l e  and f ive-course American bond below. The five-bay ent rance  
facade i s  unbroken bu t  conta ins  i r r e g u l a r  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  while the  r e a r  
facade f e a t u r e s  a c e n t r a l  p ro jec t ing  two-story bow. The house's unusual ly 
l a r g e  windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s a s h  throughout. Except f o r  the  a d d i t i o ~  
of dormer windows, and a wel l  designed Tuscan order  f r p n t  porch, the  e x t e r i o r  
of Redlands has changed l i t t l e  s ince  i t s  completion. 

Redlands' i n t e r i o r  is notable f o r  i ts  f i n e  Adamesque woodwork, the most 
e l abora te  of which is  found i n  the  c e n t r a l  drawing room with i t s  bowed 
end. Here t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e , n i a n t e l  and doorways f e a t u r e  garlanded f r i e z e s  
with egg and d a r t  moldings. ' T h e  ent rance  h a l l  is i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  i ts  
concealed s t a i rway  whicW,ascends between t h e  walls of the  h a l l  and the  
adjacent  rooms. Because the  s tairway p r o j e c t s  i n  a n  upper corner  of t h e  
h a l l ,  a f a l s e  p ro jec t ion  has been i n s e r t e d  i n  the  opposi te  corner  f o r  
symmetry. Although modern conveniences have been introduced t o  Redlands, 
none s e r i o u s l y  al ter the  i n t e g r i t y  of the  house. 

~ e d l a n d s '  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  is heightened by i t s  c a r e f u l l y  chosen 
and exceedingly dramatic  s i t e .  It  s t ands  on a broad kno l l  amidst l a r g e  
shade t r e e s  and an  o ld  box garden, with sp lendid  views of the mountains 
and h i l l s  of lower Albemarle County. 
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+ SIGNIFICANCE 
( PERBOD (Check On. or Me.. Appr0pri.l.J 

15th Century 17th C.nlury 19th C.ntury 

' ~PECI I IC  DITEI~I  ~ r ~ p p ~ k a b i .  a n d ~ n m n ~  ca. 1798 
IRE+% O ~ , ? I G N I F I C A N C E  ! C h m ~ k O n ~  Or Mar* .I r(Py@!l!J . . :- .r.. : # .. . .. , 1 , ~. . ,  - 

Aboriginal Educotim : , . 0 -  . , Poli*lc.l . ... 0 . ., , -Urban,P!-nnlng , . .  . 0,. : 
P~.hisloris 0 Engin..ring . R.iigim/Phi- - Other ( S p e s l h )  

H i s a r i s  I n d u ~ t r ~  - losophy 

Ag.isullur. Inrenlion Sci-ns. 

Art Landscapo Seulptut. 

Comm.rc. 0 Arehit.ctur. Soc ia i /Huwn-  

Communleotlon. Llt.ratvr. iterian 0 
1h.ot.r Cons.notion 0 Military 

Mvdc Tron.porntia 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include ~a~.ona#s., ~a1.a. Emntm, Els.) 

The or ig ina l  Redlands t r ac t s ,  consist ing of some 9350 acres,  were granted 
to John Carter ,  secretary of the Colony and e ldes t , son  of Robert Carter 
of Corotoman, i n  1730 and 1735. The property took i ts  name from the red 
clay s o i l  so prevalent in  that  par t  of Albemarle County. The present 
mansion a t  Redlands was begun circa 1798 for  Robert Carter,  grandson of 
John Carter ,  around the time of his  marriage to Mary Eliza Coles of , 
neighboring Enniscorthy. Unfortunately the a r ch i t ec t  ( i f  any) i s  unknown, 
but the main pa r t  of the construction was supervised by the builder Martin 
Thacker. The house was not completed u n t i l  1808, jus t  one year before 
Carter 's  death. In 1830, Carter ' s  wife divided the plantation among her  
four sons with the residence and surrounding lands going to the youngest 
son Robert. Ownership of the house and some 1200 acres remains with 
Robert Car te r ' s  descendants today. 

I z ' The Redlands house stands as  one of the most notable Federal mansions i n  - Piedmont Virginia. It i s  distinguished not only by its excellent 
I 

LU proportions, but by the qual i ty  of i t s  construction and the sophis t icat ion 
I 
I 

of i ts  in te r iors .  Architecturally the house is interest ing a s  its general 
W 

I form r e f l e c t s  the s t y l e  of the Tidewater Georgian mansions of some f i f t y  
YI years e a r l i e r ,  while its in t e r io r  decoration i s  i n  the height of contemporar: 

fashion. Redlands contains a remarkable assemblage of po r t r a i t s  and 
furni ture  acquired by the Carter family over the past  century. 

As with the Carter plantations of northern Virginia,  Redlands exemplifies 
the re-establishment of many of v i r g i n i a t s  distinguished colonial  families 
i n  the late-eighteenth century. 
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11. FORM PREPARF* BY 

N A M E  A N D  T I T L E  

S t a f f ,  V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Di rec to r  
O R ~ A N ~ Z A T I O H  IDATE 

Virg in i a  H i s to r i c  Landmarks Commission : .. I :July.. 28, 1969 
S T R E E T  i \NONUUBER:  

Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Building , . I . . , 
C I T Y  OR T O l Y z  I n ~ a ~ m  . 

Richmond . . Virg in i a  
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlFfCAl ION !! NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

Date 

N a m  
ATTEST: 

Keapsr of m e  Natlmal  Reglater 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tionsl Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89665) .  1 hereby nominate thin property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has  bean 
cvaluatecl nccordlnp tn thr criterismnd p r o d r e s  set 

. . 
, , ,  ; : . : . 1:  8 ,  I. 

I certify la in the 

Natiau' 
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